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April 28, 1964 i
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Your letters of April 17th and 18th have been
received. v

pear QD 4 ?i,'f ;J , 3
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With respect to your inquiries, I am unable to )
comment in the manner you requested. Information contained
in the files of the FBI must be, maintained as confidential in D
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and -1
is available for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the
matters you mentioned.
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Enclosed is some literature 1 hope you will find
of interest.

Sincerely yours,
& Edgar Hoover

MAILED 20
\ APR 28 1%4' John Edgar Hoover 4('/79
Director
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Enclosures (4) i I)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 1/ ]*-/

4 °  Internal Security 4-17-62
"Faith in God -- Our Answer to Communism"

- *Faith in Freedom" SR

1\ -
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v ——— NOTE: " Bufiles contain no derogatory informatiod re. eorrespondent Her let:
== of 7-18-63 was complimentary concerning the Bureau's work in flghtlngmﬁ'!n
;" —— and the Director's book, *Masteys of Deceit.” She was sen} material on
communism with our reply of 7-26-63. (94-5-52578) American Council of
Christian Churches has not been investigated by the Bureau and we enjoy cordi:
relations witb several of its 1eaders.
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April 18, 1964 _

- J. Edgar Hoover V
F.B.L
Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

() Would like to know if American Council of Christan Ckurches &
National Council of Churches are, one & the same.

Assuming they are not, would like to know if American
Council of Christan Churches are Communist infiltrated, or have
ever been investigated by our government ?

In article written by American Council of Christan Churches
literature item No. 100, written by W. O. H. Gorman1s a quotation,
which says, "I confess to a real apprehension so long as Communist
are able to secure minster of the gosphel to promot thier eviel work."

/
Assuming this was your quotation was it directed at the Nat.

Council of Churches? Did you later repeal this statement?
Sincerely,

COPY:nm
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J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I live in a small community, population 150.
We have one church in our téwn, Presbyterian tho denomination

has nothing to do with the issue.

The new Revised Standard Bible have, recently
been purchased by our church. This is a concern to me, as
I do not approve of the R.S. V. Bibles.

As I understand it the R.S. V. was revised &
approved by the Council of Churches, which has been accused

of being Communist infiltrated. . J
. N RE IR IR

If possiable would like your opion on ‘Council of
Churches, and also your opinion of the new Revised Bible.

Has the goverment ever investigated the Council
of Churches ? H so what were there findings ?

Sincerely, Qb}
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Your letter of April 20th has been received. % é” -
X

With respect to your inquiry, information con o <
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accomd- <=
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avallable >3
for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do =
or do not have data in our flles relating to the organization you named.

With regard to the pamphlet you mentioned, you arc
apparently referring to ?leanet which has been distributed widely
and contains a sentence froa my stateinent .nade to the House
Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 1947. In this
statement, I was establishing the fact that it is a continuing program
of the Conumunist Party to attempt to infiltrate every part of our
society, including religion. When this passage i8 read in context,
one realizes that I was not making reference to any particular
organization or relizious denomination. The statement in question

is now out of print.

] Enclosed is literature which I trust will be of interest
to you.
X MAILED 20
- ‘ T 164 , Sincerely yours, W
.'A'.;', d * 4. Edgar Hoowep _
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4 See Enclosures and Note next page. ;w/z
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Enclosures (4) -
4-1-61 LEB Introduction

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

**Faith in God --Our Answer to Communisin'

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The paraphlet to
which he refers is believed to be the leaflet, '"How Red is the Federal
Council of Churches?'* which has been widely distributed by the American
Council of Christian Laymen. The sentence in contantion is "I confess

to a real apprehension, so long as communists are able to secure ministers
of the gospel to promote their evil work." This has frequently been brought
to the Bureau's attention in the past.
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Dear Sirs.

I am writing this letter to you in hopes that I can help
to re-unite our church. Our church has been separated due to the fact
that some people have sent some literature to the effect that the"National
Council of Churches is communist infiltrated. .

———

I am under the 1mp;ession that it is not. If Iam wrong
I would like to know this also. -

We have a pamphlet and on the cover is a statement
made by J Edgar Hoover to the effect that he expresses great trepidation
as long as the communists are able to take over the clergy. I would
like to know what was said alopg with this as I feel it may have been
taken from context.

Any information you can forward to me would be appre-
ciated as our church is a small one and cannot afford to be separated.

. It would appear to my untrained eye that these sympathizers
do more harm than good by causing such a big argument. Consequently
our church is no longer any help to anyone. S

Thank you: L
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Your letter of ~April 21st has been recclved.
'“./ V/ith respect to your inquiry, Information contained
1 in the {lics of the FBI must be malntained 48 confideatial in
' accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is
availible for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either
that we do or do not have data in our files relitin: to the organization
you mentioned. You may be ussured that [ have ast furnished «
siitement such us you indicated to the individual you named.
Enclosed is some liter.ture I trust will be of
interest.
"MAILED 20 Sincerely yours,
. ‘—,-.,.-s\- 57 1064 d
' - | a77°
— J. Edgar Hoover
John Edgar Hoover
- Director
Eaclosures (4)
1 - Richmond - Enc.
, Attention SAC: Correspondent and—xre
not identifinble in Bufiles.
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April !1, 1!!4 .

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

f Rustburg Va. has stated
publicly that he has a letter from you which proves that thé-National
Councxl of Churches is a communist organization. I have not, however,
seen the letter.

I would like to know if the National Council of Churches
is presently considered to be a communist controled or dominated organizatic
Any information you can;supply me will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,
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Ap.s 21, 1964
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April 27, 1964
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Your letter of April 22nd, with enclosure, has been
recelved and it was indeed thoughtful of you to bring this :nat.ﬂn'l.‘u,_1
to my attention.

With respeét to your inquiry, information contalnqd
in the files of the FBI must be maintained 28 confidential in e
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice undis S
avallable for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either =«
that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the matters

you mentioned. p

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of
interest.

N ‘Sincerely yours,
[ m\n.so 20 | & Edgar Hooveg

YA 1nr1 ,
S Y John Edzar Hoover M

Director
} N4
o Enclosures (4) /: 7
e Let's Fight Communism S aely! (/ / 0 e
SR 4/1/61 LEB Introduction :
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement
’ Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism

2 K- — NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Be¢e enclosure

s = was a pamphlet describing the reasons why a minister oi the
.z § Bem*——  Episcopal clmrch was lea his congregation. ‘W
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April 22, 1964

F. B. I.
Wachington, V. Ce

Gentlemens

1411 you kindly send me any material you have available
on the subject of Commnist infiltration of the churches,
especially infiltratior of the’Wational Courcil of
Churches. ‘—'
1 bave recently become awakened to the fact that our
clergy are, 1 believe, literally brain-washed urless
they keep themselves informed from sources other than
chvrch publicationd and our locel press, wkhich i1s nothing
but a political organ. I am a member of the Episcopal 5
Church and I was shocked to discover that the rector of
. the church 1 attend is completely unaware of any un-
. \\‘ patriotic or apostate terdencies of the National Council 5
Q of Churches. I need sorethirg factusl to show him, This
I\
v

4t may invclve leaving the church, but this would solve
{ ncthing, so it wcrld be more purpeseful to attempt to
enlighten people who can take action to change the
,3\ ccnditions.

)
? is a very serious prcblem with my husband and me tecause <, ' 1_/

L < (>
: I am erclosing 8 pamphlet which, if you have wot 8

¥ , already seen it, may be of interest to you.
Yours very 1




“Re ye not unequally yoked together with unbe-
Levers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousiias ? and what communion hath light with
warkness? And what cocurdd hath Christ with Helial ?
or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ?
And what agreement lath the temple of fiod with
1lols? fur ye are the wemple of the living God; as God
hath saidl, T will dwell in them and walk in them: and §
will be their God, and they shall he my people.
Wherefore cume out from among them, and be ye
«eparate, saith the lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you. And will le a Father
unto you, and ve shalblbe my sons avd daughters, saith

the Lord Almighty.” X

And s0 I come out. T have found that there are nther
proph who have suffered the same trials of their faith
and’ the same mental anguish 1hat 1 have suffered, and
they plan i come ont with . We plan 1o set up a new
| R Church patterned afier the historic Anglican
| N radition. \We lelieve that God will bless our
efforts, e helicve that there are many who helieve as
we believe and wha are looking for n wholesome spiritual
home. Ve lielieve that there are nuny who are weary of
contributing their money toward Church programs that
ure oppised to the welf.ym- of our cauntry and Riblical
religion, and who would welcome the opportunity of
being ahle to make a contribution to what we are trying to
do. If you are one of these peaple, then we extend to
you a most profound and prayerful invitation to come
along and her build an Episcopal Church hased on the
Scriptures ang on the orthodox faith, one that possesses
a purged ancient and orthedox liturgy and traditions, and
one that seeks humbly by God's grace to strip itself of un-
belief, apostasy, and pagan superstitions, to witness to
God Almighty in the name of His divinely appuinted
Son, in His Spirit, to whom aline we give all the praise
and honor and glory. .

If you are interested further in our plans, we hope
v willdel us hear from you.

N Rev. James P. Dees
P. O. Box 128
Statesville, North Carilina

Statement

of the Rev. James P. Dees

on His Withdrawal

WHY 1 AM LEAVING THE PROTESTANT EES.
COPAL CHURCIITO \WORK WITH OTHERS Wi
DESIRE TO RECAFTURE THE FAITH OF GOUR
FATHERS AND THE WITNESS OF THE
: HISTORIC CHURCH

b

T am a clergyman of the Fpiscopal Church. 1 have heen
in the ministry now here in North Carolina for more than
fourteen years. I have served as priest in charge of one
mission and as recior of two parishes. In times past it
has been my privilege to serve my Church in nany re-
sponsible positions. 1 was for several years a member of
the Executive Council of the Diocese in which 1 was lo-
cated, and was Secretary of the Dincesan Convention,
Chairman of the Department of Youth, a member of the
Department of Christian Education, and & member of
the Department of Camps and Conferences, to mention
some of the pasitions 1 have held.

But the time has come when T can no longer support
the Protestant Episcopal Church and what it stands for,
and I am now coming out of it. To say that I am leay-
ing my Church is not quite the whale teuth, for 1 fee} that
the Protestant Episcopal Church, for reasons 1o be eny-
merated, has already left me. 1 am separating myself

. from what the Church has become. 1 am :+t'mw ot of
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ences have now reached into Church publications includ-
ing Church School literature for our young people.

So ends the “Reliel and Declaration of Purpose” of
the Conuittee of Laymen. .

It is ohvious, it seems to me, tha: ..uch of the pro-
grams of the Natiunal Council of Churches and «f the
wternational Communisy msvjnq are being promoted
within the framework of the Fpiscopal Church. A new
clergyman in the dincese some time agn quoted a bishop
as indicating to hins that “the plums” — that is, preferred
positions — in the Diacese wem to the men who
moted the program of the Natjnal Council of Churches. It
seems ohvious. The Church, in miy opinion, is so oriented
toward a program of political and sucial action, that it
practically has lost its true mission. We have commit-
tees in the Church that tell us how the Church can be
effective in getting lepislation passed, such legislation 38
2~ .abglltion of capital punishment, civil rights (so-

\mf,d c.  When T support the Church, T am sup-

poftingagencies of the Church doing these kinds of
things. T find that T canuot endure it any lunger. It
appears that the Church has degenerated into the role of
a political and social action committee trying to remake
the world, by the use of force and persuasion, into the
image that the people in awthority in it think it ought
to be made into, rather than, through preaching the
Gospel, letting the Holy Spirit of God move men to do
His will freely.

T feel that in the Protestant Fpiscopal Church 1°am
supporting a political and sucial action program com-
mitted to things that 1 disagree with and that are dis-
placing the Church’s primary function of proclaiming the
saving grace offered to sinners through faith in the
Divine Saviaur. T am afraid that 1 have had ahout all
that T can stand.

FIRST CONCERN IS THE FAITH

’h’nﬂ are times of grave concern. My first con-
i the historic Christian Faith. Christianity is
ounded an God the Fathers revelation of Himeelf v the
world through His divinely appointed Son, knowledge
of whom has been committed tenthfully to us through
the Scriptures and through the Holy Spirit and throngh a
faithful ministry. My <ecund concern is for my coun-
try. which is hased on the Federal Constitution as it is
E:ninly worded and plainly intended by its authors and

ased on the hasic economic factor of private property,
and on concern for the preservation of our nationa|
sovercignty and individual freedom. Thirdly in order
comes my concern for the Fpiscopal Church.” [ cannot
accommadate myself to ratignally and willfully serving
both gond and evil. When the Episcopal Church serves

causes thit | eansider 10 be evil and comrary 1o che best
interests of the Riblicul caith and of my conntry, then
snniething bos 1o pis e sanewhere, and ny ersonal ine
werity under el < poge apoertant to e than my re-
nining 3 pri- o the Kpiscopal Church.

U feed ieaedare, g the Church sl Vg separate.
coeeave Do e G that 1 shonbd oy with ghe
Church aol oty 2o T bedieve in, (eorn wiilin the
Charel nd ) e done so. Bt T alink now that the
time has come when 1 aay be able 16 give 1 nure ade-
c(n'mr withe s e Ges Truth outside: thwe I piscopal
hareh.

Eavish to et i b eleorly known thit st paequive-
cally for certain clements of the orthads: | ¢ that §
comsither busic and paniivuk.rly relevant .t time, these
clements heing :

the Viegin B ab of our Lord as histerical fu t,
the Pavinity of om Larl,
the Nteming ietitee of the Cross,

the Resnrroction of our Lord from the rne, leaving
the tomb empry on Fuster morn,

the Sevond Comis: 2 of Jesus, and
sabvation b Crace through Faith zloe, -

To sum up now, frem the nepative b, Ly e say
that 1 senise deeply the fuct that the s Charch s
‘m‘lici'm'ti:-g i the zeneral dissipation of 1. historie,
Sildical Tath: o is actively engaged in wel: 0y againsy
the best interests of our_ country ; and it 1 Lot vely work-
Mgt destroy race, pesee™ad Americin, oo hy ad-
vocating the we of foree by the Fedetal ¢overnment.
which waubl e waae orindaely all of enr irecdom and
libertics.

I Know ahere is miich true Gith in e O hpeh, |
know well of iy great sacrifices now b ¢ made by
chirehn e in e e of our Saviour, by, bad sit-
uation that Jdues wot have some gosd n.e! with the
bad bt alie evis that | ohave pointed o0 ey on too
great ascale dor me 1o live with bere any o ser. If the
ilonse o Rishops will we give us a elesr < atement of
sttt on certain heretical sounding 1.0 - incements,
andd il ki< i high places in the Chardt. - -, tleny our
Lord as th one Way, Truth, and Life, tiee + ¢ theologi-
cal ami <o rtaal climate 15 not for me.

THE DEMAND OF HOLY SCRIPTURE

The i::ricenth through the eighteentt wrves of the
Sixth Chiter o the Second Epistle <! - Paul to
the Coretiams, 1ivel, spweaks 10 me pr 0ty o this
heur.
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the Church that 1 feel has departed from what 1 consider
10 have been its intellectual, spiritual, and doctrinal her-
itage. 1 have had all that I can stand of its social, eco-
nomic, and political program of socialism; of its
brotherhood ; of its t of the Communists; of
its so-called civil rights; and of its uhelchpn of much that
I consider to be fundamental to the Biblical faith.

AN EPISCOPALIAN HERITAGE

Let me preface what 1 have to say further by saying
that 1 am an Episcopalian of many generations. Episco-
pal clerg are my forebears. I loved the Church
of my childhood the Church that I felt was handed
down to me as “the Church of our Fathers.” I loved the
comforting faith and gracious manners manifested in the
lives of my early spiritual mentors, whose lives and

i that they were indwelt by the Spirit

-~ Sgagour, whom they taught as the Bible plainly

e love its ancient liturgy and its ancient vest-

ments, an love the creeds and the heritage of its
architecture, its hymns, and many things besides.

But the Church has changed; or, at least, the Church
seems to be 110 longer as it used to appear. The spiritual
and intellectual climate is no longer as in days gone by. and
T feel that it has changed for the worse, and the faith of the
clergy has been sorely watered down with liberal doctrine.

The root of my unrest is found, 1 believe, in the fact
that the bent of my nature is primarily toward the Divine
Revelation recorded for us in the Bible. which, I believe,
has been imparted by the grace of the Holy Spirit. As I
interpret the situation, my faith is hasically Biblical faith;
and ] think that the faith of the Church also should he
Biblical faith; and that its worship and practices should
confora&hinly to God's Word which is found in His
Holy . :

YEARS OF REFLECTION

\o..ster y®irs of long and considered reflection over
observations gleaned from many sources, I have come
to the conclusion, however, that there is a wide discrepancy
between what the Bible teaches and what many of the
clergy, both of the priesthood and of the episcopate, be-
lieve. There are many who do not believe that the Virgin
Birth of Christ was an historical fact. They call it a
myth. It is my conviction that there are many who do
not believe that the tomb in which our Lord was buried
on Good Friday was empty on Easter morning and that
He had risen from the dead in a transformed. quickened.
glorified body. They say this also is only myth. It is
my personal ohservation that there are many in the

- - -

MR e
mu...vﬁ_‘ . " it . _

. oy

Church who do not helieve in the roly Trinity, in its his-
toric relevance and significance. One hishop says that it
is out of date. There are many who do not helieve in the
plain Bible statements that salvation is offered through
Christ alone. through His atoning sacrifice, to be appropri-
ated throrgh faith in Him.

CHURCHMEN REJECT THE BIBLE

As samples of current thinking. let me give vou a few

uotes from certain leaders of the Anglican Communion.

cre are some attributed to His Grace. the most Rev.
Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury. wha
is recognized generally as the titular head of the worlil-
wide Anglican Communion. Tt is reported that in tiw
London Daily Mail of October 2, 1961. he srid. “Heaven
is alsa not a place to which we humans go in our presen:
hodily state, nor is it a place for Christians only. Thnsc
who have led a good life on earth hut found thenselves
unabhle to believe in God will not be deharrer] from heaven.
T expect to meet snme present-day atheists there.” He
reportedhv is quoted in the Oakland Tribune of Fehruary
3. 1956 in an AT dispatch from Durham. England. as
follows: “The theviogy of ‘Christ bore your punishment:
believe and be saved” when accompanied by the funda-
mentalist’y cliché ‘The Bible savs’ is a very distorted view
of the apostolic gospel.” Further questionable theology of
the Archhishop i1s reprted in the same dispatch. where the
Archbishop is said to have “attacked the Protestant, move-
ment which insists upon the infallibility of the scriptures
and such biblical miracles as the virgin birth and the
physicapresurrection of Christ.” Of Dr. Hewlett John-
son. the “Red Dean” of Canterbury. it reportedly is stated
in a UPI dispatch of Januar: 26. 1959: He “was quoted
as saving he believes Stalin'® in heaven . . . ‘Stalin was a
rough and stern man. He had to be hecause he had a
dirty job to do. But God's eve is a hig eve and sees every-
thing, good and had. To know all is to forgive all. so |
think that from heaven's point of view, Stalin is safe’.”
These statements speak for themselves and are hardly de-
serving of comment among people who believe the plain
statements of Scripture. '

The Rt. Rev. Richard S. M. Emrich of the Episcopal
Diocese of Michigan is quoted in the Detroit Netis of De-
cember 30. 1961 as saying: “You see, God knows His
own, and the one thing He wants is love. That is why a
good Moslem, who loves God and his neighbor. has a
better chance at heaven than a lazy. selfish Christian.” 1
wonder what prompted the bishop to engage in this
sophistry. I wonder also, does he consider the doctrine
in the third chapter of the Gospel of St. John to be false
doctrine? Apparently. he does.

It is my conviction that a Church that tolerates such
views as these is to that extent apostate. It is my con-

viction that such views in the Clur hoane g,
fecl that to the exient thar T ary supj eriing i
rermtits such beliefa, T am supperting apastasy 1o

ully participating in the betrayal of uy bort 4y

hid! T feel that the Hause of Bishoys of the 1%
Episcojal Church has failed in enc of its tasic oiy
namely. that of attempting to. proctiing i hesorie
and to keep the Faith of urch s “ree of e
possible.  In av least cne jarticelurd: o!nim. i
namely, concerning the ohsesvation. .0 1o by 1%

Hcuse of Biraop: has fuiled: i0 take a st:n o1zl oo,

lineates its pogition.  The Pouse of Biclups has 4,
its duty t> the favqide oi the Church in 1lus 1epand.

CHURCHMEN A2E SACERDOTALIST

Besiddes this thinking. to which T take exception,
confess 0 a lack of sympathy with certain prawiices
our High Church hrethrer. among them lu=ng the |
of invoking the blessings of the Virgin Mary., 1
my way of thinking. is a product of muedierat
medieval superstition and there is no warranmt wie
for it in the Scripture. I: tends to deprive wnr )
veneration «due to Him alone. T fvel that .nviliic
does this is of the Antichrist. Another practice witl
1 have little sympathy is that of reserving thu N
and of tending to place the physical clements of 41
Communion. the bread and the wine. (i a keved win
are held in adoration. 1 feel that the rewrving
clements and the tendency toward the adoratim
clements in certain worship services hint sirm
idolatry. The elements. the bread ind the wine i
as T interpret the situatinn, hecome con ideposl gz
to approximate the :ctnal physical prosence of )
and the Maod «f the Son of Goad: shee practice
mightily of the dect-ive of transubistantiation : ol
extent that this ic true, T consider it tn he idibry,
it difficult 10 suppart a Church that indulges i
practices. :

One zets thé impression that cue can hebong
Protestant  Fpiscopal Chureh and believe  anvil
cvervthing or nathing at all, except. that is, in re
certain social and political issnes.

CHURCHMEN ARE LEFTIST

Apart from this issue of the hasic doctrines
Faith. T find myveelf sorely tried by onr Churely
pation in waorl-lly matters that 1 consicber to lu-.f 4
Christ. The Protestant Fpiscopat Church is a mes
the National Cowxil of Churches. T did unt vea,
into it. and I cannnt vote to get out of it. and 1 hive
of making my will or views of anv effect in regnn
1 am advised' that among many of the things th
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viction that such views .in the Church are growing, and }
feel that to the extent that I am supporting a Church that
rnniu such beliefs, I am supporting apostasy ; I am will-
ull{ participating in the betra my Lord. God for-
bidl T feel that the House of Bishops of the Protestant

Episcopal Church has failed in one of its basic obligations, -

namely, that of attempting to prochiim the historic Faith
and to the Faith of as (ree of heresy as
possible. In at least one particularly obvious instance,

y, concerning the tions of Bi Pike, the
House of Bishops has failed to take a stand clearly de-
lineates its position. The House of Bishops has failed in

its duty to ¢ pcopleg(theﬂmdﬁnthisnprd.
CHURCHMEN ARE SACERDOTALIST

Besides this thinking. to which T take exception, T must
confess to a lack of sympathy with certain practices among
ice

s, to

our High Church brethren, them being the practi
of imvokiy the blessings of the ‘Tn Mary.

(_,,‘ thinking, is a product of medieval and pre-

superstition and there is no warrant whatsoever
for it in the Scripture. It tends to deprive our Lord of
veneration due to Him alone. I feel that anything that
does this is of the Antichrist. Another practice with which
T have little sympathy is that of reserving the Sacrament
and of tending to place the physical elements of the Holy
Communion, the bread and the wine, on a level where they
are held in adoration. I feel that the reserving of the
elements and the tendency toward the adoration of the
elements in certain worship services hint strongly of
idolatry. The elements, the bread and the wine, in effect,
as I int the situation, become considered practically
to approximate the actual ph{sical presence of the body
and the blood of the Son of God; the practice smacks
mightily of the doctrine of transubstantiation; and, to the
extent that this is true, I consider it to he idolatry. I find
it difficult to support a Church that indulges in such
practices.

One gets the impression that one can belong to the

”’o‘n Episcopal Church and believe anything or

Lo g or nothing at all, except, that is, in regard to
\\m-tain social and political issues.

CHURCHMEN ARE LEFTIST

Apart from this issue of the basic doctrines of the
F:'th. T find myself sorely tried by om Church®s partici-
pation in worldly matters that I consider to be of the anti-
Christ. The Protestant %gl i Church is a member of
the National Council of I did not vote to get
into it, and T cannot vote to get out of it. and T have no way
of making my will or views of any effect in regard to it.
1 am advised that among many of the things that the Na-
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tional Colincil of Churches advocates are disarmament,
co-existence with Russia, the abolition of loyalty security
laws, recognition of Red China, forced racial 3}
:am‘en&ouhnue' OuMy:‘l&nN i

0 urches by a congregation Protestant Epls-
copal Church states that the Council has “exceeded its

eral aid to education, the right-to-work laws, the ethical
considerations of the steel dispute, the seating of Red
China in the United Nations, etc..” and that it, “as pres-
catly constituted and operated. is a_harmful and highly
dangerous institution® (S1. Mark’s Vestry Cownnittee Re-
port on the NCC). T am advised that in 1960 the Eghco-
Church gave the NCC “over $500.000” which “does
not include private gifts, hut is represented in the general
budget of the Episcopal Church, pp. 47, 48, 49, S0, S1® .
(The National Council of Churches of Christ - Activities
Revealed, published by the States Rights Council of
Georgia). When 1 support the Protestant Episcopal
Church. my financial contributions and my moral and
spiritual support are funneled in part into the support of
the National Council of Churches. There is no way that
T can avoid this happening as long as T am su rting the
Protestant Episcopal Church in any way tsoever,
whether it be in giving t - rd local needs, toward huild-
ing funds, or anything else. T am opposed to my support-
ing. even indirectly. an organization that is aligned with
forces that are destroying America. It sorely tries my
spirit.
. Sqmeone has sent me a copy of the “Belief and Declara-
tion ‘of Pu " of the Committee of Christian Laymen,
Inc.. Rox g; Woodland Hills, California. The statement
1o which 1 heartily subsesibe reads as follows:

1. We believe in an unchanging God “the same yes-
terday, to day and for ever,” hence the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. rather than the Social Gospel, should be preached
from the pulpit.

2. We believe that as individuals we are fully capable
of making our own political decisions. So we oppose the
political activities of the National Council of Churches in
secking. as an organization. to influence legislation in the
name of Protestantism.

3. We oppose the One World, One Church idea where-
by this nation surrenders its sovereignty to the United
Nations as promoted by our Church leaders.

4. We support the American Free Enterprise Svstem
and our Constitutional Republican form of Government as
a necessary adjunct to the survival of Christianity.

5. We seek to inform lay Eeople of influence in our
Seminaries and Churches which downgrade the Bihle and
picture Jesus Christ as just another ‘'man. These influ-.
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Your letter of April 14th has been received.

With respect to your inquiries, information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for
-official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or
do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

Enclosed’is some material I trust will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

MAILED 1q & Edgng Hoovsy
) APR 2 2 1964 | _,
MM LB John Edgar Hoover AT
Director

Enclosures (4)
~ Let's Fight Communism Sanely
4-1-61 LEB Introduction 11
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism o
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April 14 1964

"Or. J. Edgar Hoover

Federa| Bureau of Investigation
Washington D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

in the welter of charges and counter-charges concerning the
Integration-segregation grysis in the deep South we hear
repeated charges that the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A. has been infiltrated by communists and

" Is being used as a tool of the communist regime.

May | ask you if the F.B.l, has any Information pertaining to

the truth of such a charge? |s there any truth. so far as the
F.B.1. Is concerned about such allegations as the National

Council of Churches having been organized for communistic purposes.
etc? Have you had occasion to Investigate the N.C.C.?

| am not asking for privileged Information as such; but if the
F.B.l. can exonerate the N.C.C. this would be very helpful

to us in our effort to do the work of the Kingdom of God thru
the Methodist Churches In Mississippi. These charges keep
our people consistently upset and confused particularly in
view of the fact that they come from so many sources.

| will appreciate any assistance you can give us relative to
these questions.

Respectful ly yours,

X117
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Your letter of April 18th has been received. e
With respect to your inquiries, information contained §

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official
use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have
data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

With regard to Mr. Dan Smoot, he was employed as a
Special Agent of the FBI from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 19851,
when he voluntarily resigned. His personal ventures and his oplaions
and com:nents are striétly his own and this Bureau is not in a position
to comment on these in any way whatsoever.

Enclosed is some material I trust will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,
T MAER G T —
8. Edgar Rourss
Comarer John Edgar Hoover Ry
—_— Director Al

_,"/ | Enclosures (5)

Listéf Subversive Organizations

. " )
seims ——— Let's Fight Communism Saflely ' \lm , 915" / o /
' - e\
L e L
m. B

twa——— 4-1-61 LEB Introdiiction

Ceiide —— 4_17-62 Internal Security Statement

PoLoech Faith in God--Our Answer to Comm . S
= DTk )Y ¢ 1084 f¢. (/ SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The American
Council of Christian Laymen is known in Bufiles for disseminating material
stating that the National Council of Churches is communist infiltrated. For
the purpose of this reply the individuals mentioned by correspondent were
not checked through Bufiles; however, it is noted that the Americar. League
for Peace and Democracy and American Youth Congress are cited
organizations. .
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April 18| 1964 °

Subject: Communism in the National Council of Churches.

Dear Sir,

Some literature has come to my attention of which I would like
to have the evaluation of the F.B.L 1 have brought this literature before my
preacher and our Young Adult Sundayschool Class. We would like to know the
validity of this literature.

. Iam sorry I could ngt enclose these pamplets, but they were the
property of another. - .

The first is a report called The D@ootjeport, Vol. 10,
NO. 2 (Broadcast 438) January 13, 1964 Dallas, Texas. This report is entitled
“eNational Council of Churches, " in which Mr. Smoot contends that the leaders
and officers are either communists or communist sympathizers.

, Mr. Smoot, once being an agent of F.B. L, suggests to us that
maybe the National Council of Churches has been infitrated by communists,
- | although all of us are quite sure that this is not the case. We would like to
know how this organization is considered politically by the F.B. L

' The second pamplet is entitled "How Red is the National
{ Council of Churches." Pub%by the American Council of Christian Laymen.
: Copyrighted 1949 and 1959 by rican Council of Christian Laymen. .

!
This pamplet gives a list of some 46 well known persons and the
(communist) organizations to which they have affiliation. Among those are:

E. S&&E&U’Oﬂes; Federal Council Preacher and Missionary,
he has affiliations with "American League for Peace and Democracy" and
- "Signer of "World Tomorrow " Poll!

Ralph W. Sockman, Minister, Christ Church (Methodist) New
York, he supposidly has afgl.i‘,ations with "American Youth Congrgss," ”‘E_x_pergency
. l.llt". i : : i TR
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Peace Mobuization, " "Fellowship of Reconciliation, and 'Signer of "World
Tomorrow' Poll'. ,
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1 certainly would not consider these men Communists even
though some of their ideas may be a bit strange to some people.

)
=

. I certainly hope you can give us more information with which we
can for form more rational openions. We do not wish to enhance the communist
movement, but neither do we want to go off half-cocked. With your information
we hope to be better and more enlightened citizens.

Sincerely yours,
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Your letter of April 16th has been received.

With respect to your inquiry, information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official
use only. Further, this Bureau does not issue clearances or nonclearances
of any type. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have
data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.

For your information, Assistant Director William C.
Sullivan has made many appearances in various sections of our Nation
lecturing on the threat of communism. However, he has not issued
clearances or nonclearances for a particular group or individual.

. Enclosed is some material which I trust will be of
interest to you. .

AL I Sincerely yours,

) APR 2 2 1964 | ; ,,1/ . _ AL
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover Mr. Trdter

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation _ Tele. Raom ___
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Washington 25, D, C, Miss Gandy___
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Dear Mr. Hoover,

R
Ay

By 2

A statement was made in a discussion group at our church Sunday
evening that, if possible, I would like to have clarified.

rkansas Council of Churches,
stated that you had personally deputiz r. James Sullivan to speak
to the American people concerning the-National Council of Churches.

He implied that he (Mr. Sullivan) was touring the country to clear up
charges made against the National Councu of Communist infiltration
into this group.

i

Our churches is "mdirectly" a member of the National Council
and we are aware of the good done but are quite disturbed by their "so
called" right to speak for us politically.

Any information you can give to clarify this matter will be
greatly appreciated.

Yours truly,

COPY:nm - 1izz
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Your letter of April 12th has been received.

With respect to your inquiries, information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for
official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or
do not have data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest.

!
Sincerely yours, \
& Edgar Hoower
s Joim Edgar BHoover
APRZ 2 1964 Director

EOMMEB!
Enclosures (4

Let's Fight Communism Sanely ,c(? /9

4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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- Oy Mr. J. Edgar Hoover _ P
3 B Federal Bureau of Investigation P p AN
§ , Tele. Toom ..
Washington, D.C. y MidH tmes
’ Niss Gnndy..._.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

In mail I have been receiving for over a year, many well
known Americans have been called Communists or '"Red sympathizers. "
I believe you have been quoted incorrectly or out of context in these
letters and articles. According to some of them, you agree that many
of our church leaders are knowingly or unknowingly serving the Commu-
nist cause.

Please answer some questions for me, Mr. Hoover, so that
I will know what you really think. If I am wrong, I want to know it -- and
if I am right, I hope a letter from you will convince a dear relative of
mine that one doesn't have to agree with Billy James Hargis, Dan Smoot, &
others with ideas similar to be “anti-communist. '

Do you thmk the National Council of Churches is '"soft on
communism™ ? Are any clergyman to your knowledge members of
communist front organizations? Did you ever say that the late Bishop
Oxnam was a "'fellow trave]jer'? Do you think Rev. Martin Luther King
is helping the communist cause? Are these newspapermen --- Walter t
Lippman, Ralph McGill, James Reston, Marquis Childs -- a help to
communism? Was Carl Branden convicted of being a communist ?

It seems to me that some organizations purported to be
anti-communist actually do more harm than good by branding all who
disagree with them as communist sympathizers. They would have us

“work for the impeachment of Chief Justice Warren, the withdrawal of
the United States from the United Nations, and against efforts in behalf
of Christian unity and civil rights.
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. I know you are a very busy man, Mr. Hoover, but I hope you
.. can reply to these questions. We are active in our church and try to be
{1 3 good citizens -- but we keep getting mail saying we are "communist
o dupes." Are we?
‘ Thank you for any help you can give, ‘
: . Sincerely,
i; COPY: ' R 2
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Your letter of April 13th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and
is available for official use only. ‘It is hoped that you will not
infer either that we do or do not bave data in our files relating
to the matters you mentioned.
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Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of
interest to you. /

Sincerely yours,

& Eggar Foower
John Edgar Hoover

Director
Enclosures (4) , 9_.&"" -
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
4/1/61 LEB Introduction ‘
4/117/62 Internal Security Statement Xy
Fzith in God--Our Answer to Communism y

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. AR
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April 13, 1964

Director J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir,

There is a group of us in this community who have

noted what we believe is a strong Communist influence in the policies
/ of our church, The United Church of Christ, and also in the

National Council of Churches. We desire to eliminate this influence
without destroying the church. We respectfully solicit your help in
either, supplying us with ipformation or directing us to a source
where information is avaiilable as to whom these elements are and
how we can most effectively combat some.

We would also appreciate information on how much
of the leadership in the demonstrations, riots and other attacks
on law and order, being done in the guise of civil rights is Communist
inspired.

Sincerely,
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L Your letter of Agril 7th, with enclosure, bas
3. . - been received. . Y .

i M e o) Wy

- Ie.
W00y ONIQY3IY-0.3n -

As ] indicated to you previously, this Bureau

does not make evaluations nor @raw conclusions as to the

" character or integrity of any organizdition, publication or

individual. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I

E am not in a position to be ot further assistance along these
lines.

Iam eendlné you some additional literature
which I truat will be ot interest. = = »~

Blncerely Ymi's, . -.- {"' (’/ -
Y- ) (m' l-EdntHoovu(?
) </

John Edgar Hoover 2f7° .
e Director . e/i' ' \_' ,

Enclosures 3 B
L. (I) Le(t')s Fight Communism Sanely!; (2) 4/1/6 Intro; ;},\ i"/
* (3) 4/17/62 Internal Security SR S
Y

_ NOTE: Correspondent wrote on 11/14/63 concer ' e Natiouif'( oun 'i&"\ .
rue - of Churches and was sent an outgoing 11/48/63 advising him tha¥the FBI does
l:.":""_—"’_ not make evaluations and assured him that theé“National Council of
= ——— has not been the snbject, of an investigation by this Bureau. ramre

oo ncil of Churc'heé‘whlch to the ereau's attention in the palt

Hazen
-oluv-

';:;.—— as sent. The, reprints currently being forw warded are not du cative. .
“ivame @f}owre‘wﬁa copy of thg St. Marks Vestry Committee report on the Nationa_l
LNy S _-“ L f.‘-

MAT. HOOM 'IlnﬂruurrE] - » L 4 . L
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5 dr. J. Bdger Hoover

! 5 "Direotor, Federal Bureau of Investigation ‘
Y & Washington, D. C.

{1z Dear Sir:

1o
VR

The atiached envelope conteins s ocopy of a publicatien which !

iz oaugzirn i i congarn z the members and officors
of our I am inolined v
t0 bolieve t t suroly must roquire soms 'rsadinz botwoen the lines®

and "golrvyg bokind the cococs™ to got at ths real truth.

{m Fovomber 14, 1963, I wroto to you enolosing samples ol scuxo of .
tho othor literature that was cauring concera amonz us and requwsted an
cvsluntion and epinion. I appreciated your courteous and prompt reply
and olearly undsretazul that you are not in a position to make evaluatioans, ..l.
On tho other hand, possibly you might be able snd willing to place the’
sattachod snolosurs of the St. kKarkdVestry Committec report en The
Mational Couscil of ths Churohoc e Christ {n the Uaited States of Amsrica
in ths hands of somsoas who would be oapesble and willing to render a fair
and frpurtisl owvnluatioa rsgt.rdin, this partioular publiocation ani any

other similar metoriale.
t t sent tins I axm cmployed as principal of the *
1 nzi o memher of the Sessloa o

and am servinz for thic year ac

1o ens has requestod or ruthorized 2o to engage

tkis correspondsnce but I ce fecl that ii is my parsonal responni-
bility to seek ths truth aud enloavor %o work for ths wslf-ro of y

- church aad gommunity, Vhatever you may do dirootly or indirootly will
be greatly appreciated.

Yours

; v t! . o w
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Your letter of April 18th has been received. —_E S
- . » =
With respect to your inquiries, information S 3
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential * =
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and
is available for official use only. It is hoped yoy will not infer
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the
. matter you mentioned. /
Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of
<k interest to you.
Sincerely yours,
o erg”
N a '. i . . - 5« ¢
4 John Edgar Hoover
Director e
:__'-.'. 4‘}.
S o /s
Enclosures (2) an e }/
J' Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism Y T M" '
% 4-17-62 Internal Security Statement ., . . /,) 4 |
"-.': - !:' !" R .‘"..:_ :.:
NOTE: Bureau files reflect prior correspondence wim last
—— outgoing 3-22-62. Material forwarded at that time is not being duplicated.~
y ._;;: ———-— ",Q T . . 4 —«.i );' .
2 —— DTP:djg 2 ¢
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

{

W,

.._
T AY

'..'- LN\ _,r'.l
h !f.,

Jni

Dear Mr. Hoover: .
This past week one of the churches of our @nmunity .

carried an ad in the local paper which accused the National

Council of Churches of Communistic affiliation. av

corresponded with you before and have always appreciated

your willingness ta 'assist within the framework of your fine

organization.

Will you be kind enough to answer two questions:

1. We are told that the old Federal Council of

. Churcheé changed its name to the National Council
of Churches after being cited three times as a
Communist front organization. Is this true?

. 2. In your opinion, does the National Council of
Churches have any Communistic affiliation, or does
it manifest any Communistic infiltration?

Sincerely yours,

) ci 0
s / \ }
& e we/mg . e a ' / ' I
Ty ! ® APR 17 1954 @
& ~—

%.
| <

- e v ———

e T e - o o T
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I have received your letter of April 9th and
I want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my
administration of the FBI. It is hoped that our fnture endeavors
will continue to merit your support and approval.

With respect to your inquiry, information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and
is available for official use only. It is hoped that you will not
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to
the matters you mentioned.

/

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will

be of assistance to you.

= ﬁnce_rely yours,
[ 8 ¢ Hoovet 4
APR 15 1954 Edga /;/-'#'
7" ';’ ) X7
Enclosures (4) /, v i

Let's Fight Coonmunism Sanely! ;
4/1/61 LEB Intro

4/17/62 Internal Security

"Faith in God--Cur Answer To Communism

——— NOTE: Correspondent is not ldentmable in Buflles.
————— DTP:cl (3) \ .

;;:...:.EQAP&HW*

sarL moow ) reLervee uwrr
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April 9, 1964

AT A TN 2

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Will you be kind enoughl/to send us the information
you have concerning the National Council of Churches,
information concerning evidence of Communism amorig
the clergy, and any other pertinent information you
may have about Communism and the Christian Ministry.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for the
outstanding work you have done for many years in
the interest of our country. May God bless you
in every way. :
]

Sincerel

—

N

. 1e APR 161954

CORRESPONDRENCE
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Your letter of April 8th has been received.

With respect to your inquiry, information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord-
ance with regulations of the‘Department of Justice and is available
for official use only. It is hoped that you will not infer either that
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the organization
you mentioned. -

With regard to Mr. Dan Smoot, he was employed
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from
March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned.
His personal ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly

his own and this Bureau is unable to comment on these in any way
. whatsoever. ' :

Enclosed i8 some literature I trust will be of interest.

lete. Nepm — . | ‘ U_ . :
’::;u‘_’-z‘::,‘_‘:m. néou D"TI:LE'I’YPI: wr b/l‘v\

; Sincerely yours,
| John Edgar Hoover -~
13 Director
4 , ) Enclosﬁrés 4) ¥ e, _,4/;.-"/
R Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 = - / i
g ; , LEB Introduction, 4-61 Loy L .
Hoa. Let's Fight Communism Sanely! . -", . ! 4 ,.!/
3 Faith in God--Our Answer To Communism- . e
BN NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. - v
y DTP:kct’; " (3)
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April 8, V1964

The Honorable J, Edgar Hoover
Director Of The Fedrral Bureau Of Inveatigaticn
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr, Hoovnr:

J am wondering if you cruld give me infarratinn concornihg the degree
of influence and infiltrotion of Communiste intn thn Fati -nel Councll

Of Churches. " ="
/

As a result of the attacks which former F, B, I, memb.r Dan Smont hes
made on the Natinnal Council Of Churches I am finding mycelf spending
more .and more time trying _jn convince people thot Commrunists have not
taken over control of the-Churches- in America. One lady who is not a
member of our church has taken her children out of Sund2y School becsuse
of her fear that the mzterial is being prepared by Communists.

I realize that your office is undoubterly besiéged with requests similar
to this, but am horing that you may at leact be ahle to direct me to sor
reliablz snurce of infprmition and evaluation on this matter of great
concern to al) people who love both their church and their country.

Thank vou,

Very Sincerely

"'

g

4 ﬁ-" ’
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Church Yeuth mnps

Urged For Race Mixing

Parlicipation In ‘Demonstrations’

' Proposed At Conference Here

Sy 808 BELL
Sanner Church Editor

Summer church conferences
and camps shouid be a time
for racial experiences for hich
school youth, all the way from
simple Negro-white assncia-
tion to participation in “dem-
enstraUods.” according to some
matiohal Protestant youth
Jesders.

This was one of the major

ns at the closing ses-
jon of the Youth Ministry
Consultation on Race Wednes-
day afternoon at the Method-
fst Boar dof Education build-
inz, Inth & Grand. 8ponsor
was the Emergency Commis-
sion on Religion and Race of
the National Council of
Churches of Churist in ‘the
US.A.

The meseting was a consul-
tation for discussion and ex-
change of ideas, not a voting
matter; results were in the
form of suggestions and rep-
resenlativea of somo of the 15
denomiatinns present were
ciearly not in sympathy with
many of the idcas presented,
Although the entire atmos-
mere was friendly and profes-

Many of the ideas were
plainly only those of the per-
son making the suggestion, but
members of the group of 40
were either staffers for the
National Council of Churchrs
or denominational youth lcad-
ers and editors:

The onily oulsida rrsaurces
teasiers were from the Student
Non-Vielent Coordinating
Conmmitter and s northern
counternast, the Northern
Student Movement,

Sumiamcr youth conferences
ean,¢ latw the discussion when
Jay aidose, awociate director

suggested the use of people
who have been dircetly in-
volved in rreinl dermonsira-
tiona an leaders in the camps
to acquaint church young peo-
ple~-10th, 11th and 32th grad-
ers for this consultation—with
what is going on the American
yace revolution. -
took a group on a speaking
tour of the Midwest to stir up
voles on civil rights and to
influence congreasmen in

3 (doubtful)

Pointing out that he ison a
phonc-call basis with leaders
1of the racial organizations,
John Wood, chairman of the
consultation and on the NCC

outh department staff in
New York City, told the Jead-
ers to refer requests for such
speakers to his office.

. Then Miss Joan Hemenway,
associate editor of “Youlh”
magazine of the United Chureh
of Christ, Philadelphia, sug-
gested that instend of bringing
in (he dcmonstrators that the.
entire camp or conference
should be “blooded™—taken to
the demonstrations for par-
ticipation. “The kids owe it to
the church to march, to picket”
in the Snuth, and more 0 ll

Theodore ﬂe—‘,
Eachern of the Methodist}
Board of Education staff here
asked, “How much can you ex-
pect children of mid-adoles-
cence to do? They're under
of the emergency commission,
rental care, he conynued,
mve thelr school duties can't
wote —“why they're as dis-
lr?‘rehhed as the Negro him-
sel(” .
~qlilch i« important.” bhe_
#aid, “for the youth to work at
developing his own identity or
to become militant in social
action? I think it is asking too
much, and 1 am familiar with.
what Negro 1ith and 12th
graders have done in filling,

Sails”

The Rev.. Richard Rice,
editor of a Methodist publica-
tinn for senfor high, differed.

protection,
youth shovid be interested In
geiting  freedom, he said.
*They eacquiesce in their
slavery, as it were. 1 like the
fdea of giving them contact
wilh BNCC, woter registration
.and such things.”

John Newmnn, a eoliege atu-
dent taking a year out (o work
with the national Methodist
youlh organization here, de-
ciared there is mnot enough
econflict in the church. lie sug-
gented that NCC belp trigger
sympathelic youth demonstra-
tions all ever the US. when
suitable events eeccur. It

. would be good for the kids.”

 Rariler be had told the group

TR WY TP X

.‘J“.
1

A

:uun for a group
d'gcmi ”‘::‘ e :'
i o S o, By
th .
”I‘;r. Colin Willlams, evan-
gelism director for NCC,
dered if 0

fon Is

trip

Conference (starting

April 26 In Pittsburgh).
Marvin Dirks of the Men-
nonite Chureh, Newton, Kan-
sas, thought the youth had
more freedom than at any

other age, pointing out tnat

{:ulh. particularly in college tion.

wns, can get away with al-
most anything. expect
children to do things. Aren't

they the easiest mobilized and

the most volatile? The average get

teen-ager has his family en
bis side in any shenanigans.”
Mirs Hemenway pointed
sut that “ali over the mation
parenia have restrictive infiu-
ences. Summer camp s the
first time for the youth to g~
dway, free (o do as they like.”
(At several points in the dis-
cussions, it had been said that
parental re is one of the
major reasons the high school-
ers have mnot been taking a
more active part in the racial
demonstirations, Negro repre-
sentatives at the consultation
had little tn sav during the dix-
cusrions of how (o get the
youth out from under parental

control, unless asked a direct .

Question. In conversation after
the close of the consultation,
several, although deeply con-
cernced over church participa-

tion in the campaign for equal .

rights and eivil justice, were
ar appalied as gsome of the
white representatives at the
ideas_ Yor subverting parental
eo't;:ml o: ya:th.)

scussion developed the pos-
sibility of quietly arranging
with one of the racial organ-
fzations to be gtaged in con-
nection with church youth
conferences, so that the youth
ecould be involved, yet organ-
izers of Lhe conference wou!
mot be responsible. .

“If Td done my homework,
we ghould have had CORE
(Committee on Racin! Egqual-
fty) organize a picket line
when the National Conference
of Methodixt Youth met”
Wond told Newman,

Newman was eapger (o gel
church youth involved In ew
erything—school integration,
voler registration, political

campaigns. “Parenis in the
north would get ax mad at aee- -
ing thelr kids in & Inhor plcket
Hina ar In a civil rights line,
.-»Wﬁl'@"ogﬂl’utﬂ.
wnlitically involved.”

-made fo find

becsuse many
denom jeaders have
already sent out their informa-

oft usual conference
sites and where something
s happening. Somes I

conferences have aiready ar-
ranged to switch from their
usual rural camps to the henrt
of Chicago this summer, ho
told the group.

When the question of in-
troducing racial matters into
Boys State and Giris Stiate

eame uwp, Lanier

unt of the NCC siaff sug-
that an attempl be
siudenin who

were going to such camps and
train them ahead of time. .
“There's always the ponsibl-
Jily of getting CORE to stage
a demonstration at the same
tUme,” pointed out Newman.
Throughout the three days,
tha commenis of the NCC
jeadern were (0 encourage
brushes with “the system” in
an efforl to get young people
favolved §n the racial revolu-
continually
termed. For young propie to he
stopped hy police was termed
an exeelient way (0o wake
them up tn what Is going en
in the warld around them,
In his jenagthy talk Tues-
day, Iir. Wiltiams had pointed
eut that NCC slaffers and
most church board staffers
are not ia any danger of their
heenuse of rarial activi-
and had asked how they
wmight "use this freedom In
the baltle for human dl:nity.:

tion as It was

THE NASHVILLE BANNER,

Pei, Jon. 8, 1964
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I have received the letter of March 25th from your wife and
you, with enclosures, and can understand the concern prompting your
communication.

Assistant Director Willlam C. Sullivan, formerly Chief

Inspector of the FBI, did receive a telephone call from Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr.,
and discussed communism and the churches in response to Bishop Hardin's
questions. Both agreed that churches and religious organizations have been
and will remain targets for communist infiltration as are all segments of
our society. Bishop Hardin asked whether the National Council of Churches
had ever been cited as a subversive organization by the Attorney ral.
Mr. Sullivan told him that the National Council of Churches had-not-been so
designated under the provisions of Executive Order 10450.’ For:your,
additional information, it is also noted that it has not been clted..by tbe House
ommittee on Un-Anwrlcan Activities. s .,

With respect to my quote you mentioned, this'_‘ 3 talm from
y article which appeared in the February, 1849, lssue of "R
Magazine,* which was written to alert membera o( religious grﬁsps’ho
ommunist tactics. /

We must continually be alert to communist attempts to pene-
trate and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objecuve, and
kept within the due process of law.

- " T hope the foregoing will be of assistance to you_in understanding
Ml —ghe background of this situation. As an investigative agency of the Federal
-c.-... _..:Bovemmgnt, the FE does not make evahiations nor

foe*—— 1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosures (2) (Con't next
suni=cf— DTP:lch (4)
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concerning any organization, publication or individual. Further, this
Bureau does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type. There-
fore, I trust you will understand that conclusions drawn by Bishop Hardin
from his conversation with Mr. Sullivan are strictly those of Bishop Hardin

and should not be used as the basis for inferring either that we do or do
not support his stand. :

Enclosed is some material I trust will be of interest, along

with the stamped, self-addressed envelope which you so thoughtfully
forwarded.

-Sincerely yours,
" & Edgar Boowe

" John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (5)

4-1-61 FBI LEB Intro

Let's Fight Communism Sanely

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

"Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism"
Stamped, self-addresséd envelope S
NOTE: Correspondent {8 not identifiable in Bufiles. Correspoadent's
enclosures - were a stamped, self-addressed envelope which is being returne
and the article quoting Bishop Hardin as saying he contacted the Chief
Inspector of the FBI who said it was not true that communism was invading
the National Council of Churches. Sullivan to Belmont memorandum 38/9/64,
explained Bishop Hardin's call to Mr. Sullivan and suggested recommendatior.
that a request for a speaker be declined. Mr. Sullivan noted that he explaine«
in detail the official Bureau position concerning alleged communist iifiltratio:
into religious groups and did not give any information which could be d
as a basis for a clearance or nonclearance of this group. The quote tec
to the Director in the correspondent's letter appears in Mr. Hoover's e,
"God or Chaos?" which appeared in-the February, 1049, issue of Redbqok §
magazine. It appeared on page 7 and is quoted accurately. f;; .
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Fe : of :e eral loard of Irvectigation,
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This is & plea for help in getting ihe truth to out people.
A rec:nt copy of the South Carolina ¥ethodict Advocate carries X3

Miss Ganily

vear Arei‘ouver,

thort notatior by Eishop Pa.ul Hardin,Jr.,which I shall encdose for your reading.
¥r.Rardin's reference to a’fglephone conference with the *Chief

Inspector of the F.R.I. in washington‘.ie undoubtedly calculated to convince his

readers that he was talking to J.Edgar Hoover; and we doubt that sericusly, since

we have printed quotations from you which give the opposite information. Among these

quotations, I read that you said, "It is chastly to see the monster stbeism be.tng

nourished in the churches which it seeks to dostroy.
Of course,we can see what the Nat:lonal Councn of Churcbes is doing -

for ourselves. (Our church belorngs and we would give mythmg 1o be nble to get amay
from it.) But we have full confidence in you and your opinion and believe you

;‘*_“:Q\p,.: i .‘_.' s

know the truth better than ax\yoné eldes in America.
Fow can we reconcile Lr.Fardin's statement that the Chief In.;pector

of tie F.R.J.in washington flatly denies Communist invesion ir the churches?
' ¥e vonder who this "Chief Inspeotor® may be?
Thank you if you will straighten us out in this matter.

Sincerely,
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Notes From The Bishop’s Study T

It was six-thirty in the morning when the desk clerk
at the motel in Jesup, Ga. told me that I was wanted on
long distance....Dr. Francis Cunningham was calling

to tell me that the main building at Columbia College had
burned to the ground a few hours earlier. ... He assured
me at once that no one had been injured and that the girls
had been magnificent in their behavior when disaster
struck .. .. Like everyone else, Dot and I were shocked at
the thought of the loss of an historic building, with re-
cords and other valuables, but grateful to God that no
lives had been lost....Since returning to Columbia I
have been cheered by the fine spirit and determination
-f all who are connected with the college. ... President
t. Wright Spears and other administrative officials, the
‘aculty and student body, the Board of -Frustees and the
Board of Visitors, the pastor and members of College
Place Church and the people of Columbia and South Caro-
lina have all cooperated in laying plans to recover as
auickly as possible from this devastating blow....Of
course the alumnae and friends evervwhere are lending
their full support and 1 predict that Columbia College will
meet the challenge of its recent catastrophe by making
greater advances more quickly than otherwise would
have been the case....Let us lend our every effort in
this direction.... Mr. DeHon Clarkson, our able and
amiable conference treasurer, tells me that the South
Carolina Conference is at the sixty per cent point in the
payment of Conference and World Service Benevolences
for this conference year....Incidentally, 1 trust that
each church and each pastor is giving serious attention
to the ADVOCATE campaign .... A number of people
ave written t~ me recently, expressing concern over the
unfounded rumors that Communism is invading the :
Church and the National Council of Churches.... So !
i} 1 picked up the phone on Tuesday, February 25th, and
called the Chief Inspector of the F.B.l. in Washington
and asked him about it. . .. He said flatly that it was not
80....And he is in charge of F.B.l. investigations of.
Communism....Some gonod- news—tomes along oc-
«£Lasionally, news that thrills me . ... Down in Elbarddn>

Ve ERCLOSUE
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bama, the Methodist church was asked to pay $840.00 on
World Service and Conference Benevolences.... With-
out any pressure from anyone the church voluntarily ac-
cepted $1600.00....Things like that strengthen our
faith in our Methodist people....David Carter is the
highly esteemed pastor there . ... Responses to a recent
printing of these NOTES have been interesting....lI
am referring to the NOTES in which I wondered if any-
body loved anybody else any more and in which I said .
that I was fed right up to the neck with hostility .... A
lot of people seem to feel as I do....One of the more
interesting letters came from my old friend Ben Ray in
Birmingham . ... He said that sometimes when he feels
discouraged and is inclined to think that things have
never been 8o bad he rereadgdhe follovging quotation:

“It is a gloomy moment in history. Not in the life-
time of any man who reads this paper has there been so
much grave and deep apprehension; never has the future
seemed 8o dark and incalculable. .

“In France the political cauldron seethes and
bubbles with uncertainty. .

“England and the PBritish Empire are being sorely
tried and exhausted in a social and economic struggle,
with turmoil at home and uprising of her teeming millions
in her far-flung empire.

“The United States is beset with racial, industrial

. and commercial chaos, drifting we know not where.

“Russia hangs like a storm cloud on the horizon of
Europe — dark, menacing and forebeding.

“It is a solemn moment, and no man cun feel in-
different, which haply, no man pretends to feel in the
fasue of events.

“Of our own trouble, no man cun see the end ....”

This was an editorial in Harper's Magazine, October
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The Communists have demonstrated time and again their mastery of decep~
tion in injecting their slogans and propaganda into Christian groups on the themes
of **peace,’* **democracy,’’ *‘aid to the poor’’ and *‘civil liberties.’’ They.are just
as facile in dealing with Jewish groups in passing the lie that there is no *‘anti--
Semitism in Russia.’’ To the Jew they say that Palestine is the natural home of the .
Jews, and to the Mohammedan they deplore Jewish encroachment upon the Aradbs,
Selling and pandering the helfish hates of Communism, they represent themselves
as all things to all people. : o

: Individuals who, if they are not Communists, have followed every twist ‘of
the Party‘s line have defended themselveson the basis of their self-declared nominal
. affiliation with the Church. When the Catholic War Veterans asked a group of Com=
munists to declare themselves, as laymen in any church have a right to ask a :
brother, they replied variously from *‘none of your business’’ to *‘the suffering of
. an individual as a resuit of such attacks is small compared to the sufferings of
..+ Christ.** : .

Many Communist fronts have operated under the guise of some church com-
| mission or religious body. It is ghastly to see the monster atheism being nourished
' ' in the churches which it seeks to degtroy. Church leaders can stop this nefarious
1 infiltration by taking vigorous actios in the btoards and commissions under church
+ supervision. Individual ministers and church members can avoid being hoodwinked
if they will stay close to the fundamentals of their faith. Any minister who cannot
find in his Bible sufficient argument for the cause of liberty and social justice-=who

has to borrow the double-talk of }he Communists--is in the wrong profession and

should be carefully watched by his official superiors and his congregation.

L Religion is the only force that can save our civilization. Only in religion can

‘ © men learn to live at peace with one another, because only religion puts total emphasis
on serving others rather than self. In the twilight of despair which is settling on so

many areas of the earth, we must turn to the Fatherhood of God. :

P The zeal of early Christians stamped out paganism in Rome and conquered
:. the savage gods of the northern barbarians. That same zeal could convert godless

‘ Communism. It is up to the churches of America to recapture the militant spirit of

1. Paul and to fulfill the magnificent prophecy of John: : ;

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall mdke you free.*
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= ' April 10, 1964
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Your letter of April 7th, with enclosure, has been

recelved.

With respect to your inquiries, information contained

*- ' Let's Fight Communism Sanely! z &
4-1-61 LEB Introduction qrff/ <

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
3 with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official
use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have
:_,_f data in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.
Enclosed s some literature I trust will be of interest,
along with the stamped, sclf-addressed envelope you 0 thoughtfully
forwarded.
é . . Sincerely yours,
X KA p == & Edgar Hoove:
hi- Ibg
COMEz. 1 gy John Edgar Hoover /ﬁ#
5 Director
A . 2
< Enclosures (5) - ®
4 Correspondent’'s enclosure Lo e
K, \  Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism am :' n
e R LN
i s -
5 E:u —— 4-17-62 Internal Security Statement - =
] = —— NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. =~ -~ =< °
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7 April 196&

The Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Gentlemen:-

-

We are facing quite a challenge in' the work of the Methodist Church
here in the South and particularly in the State of Mississippi re-
garding the financial support that the Methodist Church extends to
the " NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE_CHURCHES OF _CHRIST in the U. S. A. due
to persistent rumors about and allegations against the Communistic
infiltrations and tendenc;es related to the NCC,

Could you possibly furnish me with any information regarding this
situation? Have you ever had any occasion to investigate the*NCC

regarding this matter and, if so, what did your investigation re-
veal? .

Any information you may furnish rélative to this important matter
will be sincerely appreciated.

I am enclosing a self-addressed stamped air-mail envelope for your
use in this instance. .

Thank you for your kindness.

Tt
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Your letter of April 5, 1964, with enclosure, has
be=n received.

With respect to your inquiry, Iam not in a posiuon{ ;
to comment along the lines you have guggested. Information contaired
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official
us2 only. Iregret Iam imable to be of help in this instance and hope you
will pot infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to
the organization you mentioned.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest,
along with the stamped, self-addressed envelope you so thoughtfully
forwarded,

Sincerely yours,

MAILED 8 L Eﬁ Bliiiﬂ
PR O~ 1964 ;-
A el John Edgar Hoover &‘57/
| com Director

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

Enclosures (5)
Correspondent's Envelope g\ ' N4
. ¢

I ~
4-17-62 Iaternal Security i /
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! .
Faith iu God - Our Answer to Communism | _
m')};: Corresﬁoat!et_it. 18 not dentifiable in Bufiles. o B gy
oo f ~Yr s .k, 7 =£m . '0’!.,‘ . ’/
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I have received your letter of March 30, 1964.

300y SNIOVH t, )3
19, "J 60 b TR,

With respect to your inquiries, information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official
use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have
datz in our files relating to the matters you mentioned.

With regard to Mr. Edgar C. Bundy, I have not made a
report such as he indicated. Mr. Bundy does not speak for this Bureau
and you may be assured he does not have access to data in our files.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

T MAILED ST | Sincerely yours,
AFiz 1o 1964 L Edgat Hoopet AT
=L John Edgar Hoover

4-1-61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God - Our Answer to Communism

Director
Enclosures (4) ) V
Tho

D’l‘P.eo
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March 30, 1964 My en
r ’ Mr. Nuliivan
e, Tavdd
. } BT J—
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover o e
. ) . . SeteM | |
Director - Moo i1 by

. Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear Sir:

As a member of the Methodist Church and an interested
citizen in our country's welfare, I am writing to you to clear up
a matter that is now prevailing.

Mr. Edgar C. Bundy of Wheaton, 111, is going about the
country exclaimfing that in a report to Congress you have made, you
proclaimed the National Council of Churches is Communists infil-
trated. Is thistrue or is this fiction: waat is your opinion of the
N.C.C. - o

P

If this "report'" is not true, this "'so called Major," is
using false documented literature, to deceive Americans and cause
great strife among Christian people.

Your reply will be greatly appreciated by myself and many
Americans. There are so many charges and countercharges con-
cerning this matter that it is difficult to distinquish the truth.

I know you are a busy man but if you could send a reply,
I would be very grateful. :

' Also, if this request is not out of order, please relate
lany information you have concerning the facts about Mr. Bundy.

Thanking you in advance, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

I

TR .(";z']

COPY:nm AR

t.‘.a".'







ey +

PSSPy S SR W W - W e EPe- o

DR R PRIV Cagy
R B - Y M

.o go
4

ek odb Al ‘0("..11!‘" e gy o

N OMNEE LI BN I T
L Y SN e Sl ot

(L% F7%




AV / April 9, 1664

= =
e =
o
i s
m
o g N
1 have received your letter of April 2, 1064. —E F
» =
With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a S o
=

position to comment along the lines you have guggested. Information
contained in the files of the F BI must be maintained as confidential in
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avail-
able for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this
instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have
data in our files relating to the organizations you mentioned.
}
I am enclosing some material I hope will be of

interest.

Sincerely yours,
" 1. Edgar Hoowet e s
)/

)
John Edgar Hoover
Diroctor AT

LEB Introduction 4-1-61 (y’) / V :
4-17-62 Internal Security i

- 3
Yoloon Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
Wi ——  Faith in God - Our Answer to Communism
Comprt o ‘ -
Cowesd ————  NOTE: Correspondent is not ldentlﬁable in Bufiles..
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April 2, 1964

r. J. Blgar Woover, Chiel )
Federal Bureau of Investigotion /{ A, 7 :
...o.as}lir'{-'t 1y Do c. b -

Dear Xxr. Hoover:

Over the past seve.al montis in our comnmu.ity several
speeches ncve been e and mach literature distributed
Communisn, particalarl,, throuch its work wit.. the race prot-
lem.

The char:e has also been maie that the Communist perty
hes iuﬁltrated both t. e National Council and the Licthodist
Churca.

Your o~inion on these charges znd suggrecstions will be .

- mich 2 recieted. : [/
v , /-

‘e are gr~teful for your work and for your influerce
for tue sake of upright, lrw-abiding citizenship.

Cordially yours,
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I have received your letter of April 4th and can

-
-
..

GRS

400y 9NIQV3In--0,73¢

understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position
to comment along the liné8 you have suggested. Information
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 'is
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of belp in
this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons

for this policy. ;

to you.
[ MAILEDE ]

APR8 - 19b4
COMM-FBI

Enclosures (4)

Sincerely yours,

6. Edgar Hooves

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Let's F%Communism Sanely! V
-=-Our Answer to éommunlsm
311 -é’z’ Internal Security statement
4-61 LEB Intro

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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Enclosed 18 some literature I hope will be of interest

- (P A g‘;-;‘;-."x_-.’.:.‘.i',:,?ﬂv_-';"»‘ -




oA $1e e A
RN AN B g e e

Federal Burean of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

(XDIRN 4

Sentlamen:

our Church,m feels that the
Church has the responSibilily to seek for tru all a f life, Be-

cause our Church fezls this way, it has appointed a committee to makea care-
ful study of THE HATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES as regards rumors that circu-
late concerning its function,

-~

Our Comnittee is most anxious for a prompt reply, ani we do hope that
you will see fit to help us,

One charge that has been brought against the Council is that it is a
Communistic Organization, or that, at.least, it has Communistic Leanings.

Would you be able to let us imow by letter whether or not you have evi-
dence or suspicions as to the NATICHAL CGUNCIL OF CHURCHES being Communise
‘ tic in its interest and work. A letter would help so wmuch to settle unrest
and commotion in our area, I'

Also, it would help us to destroy rumors (if such they are), if we could
be given permission to print copies of the letter you send.,

- VYie hope you will be able to help us in this matter. Just a statement is
all we would need. .

Sincerely,

;‘ / ) ’ .,I . A' v/ i
REC- 139 | e wre Sm——

-2 '

‘ 11 APR 10 1954

—

T t.. "‘:.'.

4>
R Y
A

[ 28




s @7 °

-~ e
[ ]
’
-
[]
)
]
o .
® >

I have received your letter of April 4, 1064.

Vith respect to your inquiries, Iamnotin a
position to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in
accordence with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avail-
able for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this
instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have
data in our files relatin§ to the organization and individuals you mentioned.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,
[ MAILED B .!, Edgar B'
RPR Y = Wo4 John Edgar Hoover
COMM.FB) Director M .
Enclosures (4) : s -3
. LEB Introduction 4-1-64 qpb_/ REE
! Internal Security 4-17-62 S oE N
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! M' /.__, § S
Faith in God - Our Answer to Communism ¥’ z 3
. . . S
x 3

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. -




TRUE COPY

To whom it may concern:
I have heard several things and seen several leaflets and articles

in various places about the National Council of Churches being affiliated with

Communist organizations, and I would surely appreciate it if you could furnish

me with any documentary proof of any kind, as to what groups or churches belong

to NCC, and some of their past and present officials. Thank you very much. /

Yours truly

-
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I have received your letter of March 31st, with enclosfurel,
and can understand the concern prompting your communication.

wi With respect to the clipping you forwarded, my speeches
are a matter of public record and many individuals quote from them
from time.to time; however, this does not necessarily mean that this
Bureau is either in support of or against the posltlon.ﬂnese individuals
assume.

,
With regard to the National Council of Churches, I am not

in a position to coinment along the lines you have suggested. Information
contained in the files of this Bureau inust be maintained as confidential in

accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available °
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy.
Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest to
wu.
"”@81'964 Sincerely yours, .
APRT = Ppr <o
J— 1 Edgar Hoower -1 f

o elew ‘
& _ John Edgar Hoover ;
ok BURTUTIY 0%
——— : 3 « . /l :7 .
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Enclosures (4) -
4-1-61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

Faith in God-—-Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. His enclosed cli
ut the speech given by Lyon C. Branlett, Jr,,
e Clarksdale Rotary Cluwv. 'I‘he
is reportedly a program of the Natlo
ut the problems of integration in the Mississippl
Delta area. A reference is made to an FBI study in the 1930's concerning
Negro self-determination in-a five-state region of the SoutheasternUnited
States. It would appear that referende is being made to the policy of Joseph
Stalin concerning Negrds in America. This policy was changed in 1959 at
the 17th convention of the Communist Party, USA (after Stalin's death).
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March 31, 1964

Atr. Tavel ....-:.
* ‘ Mr., TrAer i
‘ Telr. RO e

a | V=
_———-—-—'"__-’

o omee -oo= e

e Ho.aorable J. Bdgar Hoover, Dirsctor
The Federal Burea. 5f Investigation
washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

rnclosed is a news item from the local paper

(Clarksdzle Prese-Register, March 25, 1964) concerning
an zddres:z given at the local Rotary Club on Tuesuay of
last week. Though I did not hear this or the sutseauent
addresses made by the speaker, some cane away fecli
that the speaker used an F.H.1I. report to link the“Hational

uncil of_ CLirches' Delta Froject with thre commnist party.
although I am rot in cumplete agreement with tle »ethods or
tactics employed by <he NCC, I do not believe it is follow-
iqg the communist party 1i1e with its Delta Project. Could
the speaker meriiioned in. this news jtar be right about the
“CC's "Jelta Prolect"? ;s the National Council of Churches
following the line of the communist party? Are there any
coruunists in its sroup? 1f so, I feel that as @ minicter of .
a member church who lives in an arsa concerned by tiis
project, I have a righ% to know. If tne NCC he3 boen given
a clean till of health by the FBI, I fecel that {'wes3 good
people here have a right to know.:

~ 951 T UdY

I shall appreciate any infomation you may have on this
subject. Plea.c let me hear from yoa concernin; this matter
at your earliest conveniencc.

Very truls yours,

L
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 Nodnesday Aftorneon,
Y 7L March 25, ‘“‘..
The Clarksdale Press Registe;

Delfa Project -

Seen As.Call
To Break law

Bramlett Urges
Stand Against It

Terming the endurscment and
financing of the Mississippi Del-
ta Project by the National Coun-
cil of Churches an *‘open call
lo law violation in the name of
non-violent protest™ and “'a gul-
lible acceptance of g foreign
program for weakcning the
American nation through racial
agitation under the guise of re-
ligious activity,” Coa homa
County planter Leon C. Bram- }
lett Jr. yesterday asked the
Clarksdalc Rotary Club to re.
cognize the inhcrent dangers in
the project and be prepared
through knowledge to “cope

*with it with forcsight, calm-
Ress. palicnce and intelligence.”
A member of the Citizens
Committee. appointed by the
Coahoma Counly Bar Associa-
tion last summer when the in-
itial NCC activity began in
Clarkstgealc. Bramlett last week
fave same report tn Cooper
Yerger Post of the American
Legion and is uled (o ad-
dress other clubs and civic
grouns in the ncar fulure.

quolations from the
Fedcral Bureau st~
%auon, the resolution of Ee':
Gencra at ils
timore meeting Feb. 26, when
the so-called Delta project was
first publicized. and ri-
sons of the platform of m-
unist Partv_of the Uniled
gﬂcs with IFE dciails of the
ram_as_annomced.
ramiell emm 15. at
while the “invasion and activity
of these ministers, along with
recruited ‘Mai'r:g ax;:!dcs. will
: e exasneral and annoy-
, g,r:w:' to both the Negro and
> . white residents of the 15 Delta
‘ . ‘fountics involved.b;‘it oi's lh:
cduty and responsibility | eac
of us fo leave the handling of
any probl>ms that may'lrise
jentircly within the di-=relion of
.oir exranded and Improvlng
H‘aw enlarcem n’ g1 r-i~ an-
Vingprtem b e T T 2
‘:lected be2i-s ¢ c¢r goiemn-
m,’..l.
“To do otherwise, to assume
Con.nuzd on Pag: wine)

/..‘-o-' - é’f'/'-“/-l
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“yor intent seek to upset or de-

. ernment and protect all citizens

Om——

The Clirksdale Press Register ° /297 2-

v
@ Wednesday ‘Afteinoon, Ma'rdi‘”_. 1964 .
‘Delta Project’ Rapped By Speaker

(Continued from Page One) ‘mﬁ:‘d by tracing the I~

tra
wnto individual judgments thegandists tnto the efforts of sin-

to such Bgila- cere

to evolve im-

proper
tion, is to play into the hands provements in the status of Ne-|

of those who through ignorance

stroy the entire social and cco-
nomic order of this region,” he
added.

years in accepting the oppor-
tunities of citizenship without the
related responsibilities.” Label-
ing himself a “conservative —
in the sense of meaning to save”
be sald that the chains of the
Constitution which bind our gov-

from unwarranted abuses by the
government face destruction

frou in US. society. Quoting"
rom Lenin's pronouncements of
1913 and Stalin's acceptance of
racial agitation as a party pro-
am in 1925, he also cited the
severity of legislation
in this field from 1947 through
-the Civil Rights Bill of 1963 now
in Congress. ‘

Trvestate region-of Lb6 Soulir]
eastern US. ~ — ]

The_NCC statement_outlining

the_Delia_Project dils g

“unless we all come alive as cit-
fzens, arm ourselves with knowl-
edge so that we will quit being
nagged by fear of an enemy that
we don't understand, and re-
sist successfully the insidious:
changes which others would!
force upon us.”

3
flaws in the present economy
and Impiles that their program

2

$10,000 a yea er in each

of the 15 counties will study
improvement of this problem.
Funds Allocated

vocates the encouragement of
“non-violent and passive “pro-
tests, sit-ins, challenges to ex-

isting ordinances and laws, and

the allocatee
‘:::t ol ¢ %mm,m,
cent from u‘;‘h rles 'mml&:. ol

i\:‘cgm.iam\l :.“V:“‘f{e‘f‘a‘ i
VCl, 3
and fecs. I
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With respect to your

and that our files are confidential
pursuant to regulations

regarding the existence of
these educational institutions.

o3 Ve

1 have received your letter of March 24th, with enclos&e
and want to thank you for your good wishes for my health.

., With regard to the gational Council of Churches,'a .
representative of the FBI did talk to the group mentioned in your

L e
»\1/{”0"‘/ “. .‘._‘

o3
(g

Hdete ¢ W

'
Y

g

* Y.
95

inquiries, I would like to point out

that the FBI does not issue clearances or nonclearances of any type

: and available for official use only,
of the Department of Justice. I can, bhowever,
assure you that the FBI has not investigated state-supported schools
and colleges in North Carolina. For this reason, it would obviously be
impossible for this Bureau to make any authoritative blanket statement
communists or communist sympathizsers io

a

¥ clipping; however, they were not given any information from our filés
» to substantiate their conclusion. Any conclusions drawn by them were
A strictly their own and it should be clearly understood that our inability
ks to furnish information to this group should not be the basis for inferring
-3 either that we have or have not veleared’ this organization.
’ Your interest in writing is certainly appreciated, andI1
] hope our efforts in carrying out our responsibilities will continue to
= merit your approbation. Iam enclosing literature which I trust will
oy be of interest to you. . \/
(‘.  Sincerely yours, ' )(/24/ /&//)
TE ] oot ——e R R < :
i | Stk e 8" “;. s ,
Ty Detoech —— 1”- Charlotte - Encs. (2) V4 Edent Howvee RS T
F Y capga——. i ) John Edgar Hoove gy, - jk
A l a Director «()"d \7 4
P T ) on next page. SR
~ \./ 2

. e

P:iba’ (4) See note and enclosures
e
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Enclosures

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
4-1-61 LEB Introduction

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
Faith in God

NOTE: Her enclosure described the Episcopal commissionsreported check
with the House Committee on Un-American Activities and the FBI concerning
the National Council of Churches. Mr. Sullivan has explained that this
group was given the Bureau's official position in regard to these matters

and drew their own conclusion. The portion of the reply pertaining to

the educational institutions of North Carolina was composed in a letter

dated 3-20-64 to a North Caroli
in this matter.

he issue of communist infiltration into educational
institutions in North Carolina has received considerable attention in the
recent past. /
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover .
Federal Bureau of Investigation '
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

It has been my understanding in the past that the FBI
is not authorized to issue security clearances to any individual or
organization.

Recently Governor Terry Sanford made a widely pub-
licized statement asserting that you had assured him there was no
Communist membership or sympathy among either faculty or students
on the North Carolina college and university campuses.

The enclosed clipping is from my church paper, The
Lutheran Witness. It implies a clearance of sorts bd ng given to the
National Council of Churches by the FBL

I would like to know whether the FBI has changed its
above mentioned long-standing policy regarding the release of such
information or is th e public being misinformed? :

May I also say, Sir, that I wish you good health and '
a long life.

Sincerely yours,

COPY:nm

. ...t o A me ey qncc W= S e W e
e . e e —ammaw _ve.
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Red Charge False,
Says Commission

- Charges that the National Council -
of Churches (NCC) harhors commu-
nist sympathizers are false. fays the
Joint Commission on Fcumcnical Rela-
tions of the Fpiscopal Church after a
2.year investigation of the NCC. -

The Fpiscopal commission  re-
ported that it had mct with “personncl
of the House Committee on Un-Amer-
ican Activitics and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation™ bhut was “not’ able 10
discover any fact of record™ that would
support  charges of communist sym-
pathics in the NCC. e

“The allcgation that the NCC has
given intclicctual comfort to the com-
munists by following certain economic
and social lines is based on the erronc-
ous assumption that people who attack
the same cconomic and social problems .
must share the same principles,” the
report stated. adding:

“The NCC has shown in its litera-
turc, its pronouncements. its action, in
the lives of ite lcaders. and in many
other ways that its forcés are cnlisted
in the fight for frce shen in a free
world.”

in its report. however, the Epis-
copal commission noted that the NCC
had cxpored itsclf to valid criticism of
it pronounccments  On controversial
cconomic. social. and political issucs by
failing to make clear that “dedicated
Christians may he standing on either
side of a parucular issuc.”

In conchinion the report recom-
mended that the Fpiscopal Church in-
creane its participation in the NCC.

Inchuded smong the recommenda-
tions was onc urging thit Fpiscopal
Church representatives in the NCC *“use
their influcnce to prevent reckless and
unwarranted  pontifical  uticrances by
spokesmen aad agencics of the council.”

.
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. UNITED STATES __4l:RNMENT

T R o e

. Memora™um ® e T—
70 : Mr. F. J. Bam:‘x[%yﬁa/ paTE: March 20, 1964 E:

1l - Mr, Bullivan Toutter
1l = Mr. JJA.BLiZ200 iiwes ——

FROM :

SUNJECT: - "\ }
< i1

(ED As you know, various refere have been made concerning
possible communist infiltration of the) tional Council of Churches.
Not too long ago your Section made an snalysis which failed to shovw

:gat there is any evidence of communist domination of this particular
uncil.

m called me a few days ago to say that he
had recel ch contained information relating to the
National Counci hes and communist infiltration. He said \»4, )
his attorney. in who advises him in all controversial matters, )
had requested o n he send these ‘letters or anything like thea -~
to the cause they may contain information of interest to us.
went on to say that he thought also that, while he didn't

o discuss the letters over the phone, they may contain something

which we should be aware of. He said he would like to send them along

for our consideration. - TSy e -
«pA0Y RECS  Jan - A ¥ (-7 - 1112
I told him that if he had any information which be thought -
he should furnish us it can be done either through our local office
or, if this is not convenient, to send it in directly. Attached
.are copies of these letters. As you can
apparentl

BRLEC L 1

QU N P o

ha

'35'-1\'

ve returned the originmals to
we are not interested in receiving this kind of
etier for they contain nothing that we should ent.Qn or take any
: action relative thereto. A copy of my reply IE attached. ‘

- 'T 3 e ‘954 N
e ot RECOMMENDATION: i g, )
I .

-3 1 In viewof ¢t ct, as indicated abGve, the information

furnished by contains no new information and is garbled,
. 3o action is respect to it. BHowever, it is being placed

-idn the file for future reference.
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- | Washington, D.C.
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Narch 19, 1964

PERSONAL ARD CONFIDENTIAL

vou- QNN - .

Apropos of !-y telephone conversation with
you this morning, I am returning the enclosed letters
which you have sent to me. The conteants have been

noted, but there 18 no need to retain the letters
here. Also, as you,'knov, no comnont can be made.

8incerely,




I have received your letter of March 26th and can understang
the concern prompting your communication.

rs.mstz R

With respect to your inquiry regarding the National Council of
Churches, I am not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested.
Information contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance and hope q
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to
the group you mentioned. :

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to infiltrate
and subvert every segment of our society. Its efforts are being thwarted by
the FBI's internal security programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution
of Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent public opposition to the
mmunist philosophy. These achievements are being accomplished through
derly, legal procedures.

Despite the above, the vorld communist conspiracy and its

vocates in the United States contirue to pose a basic threat to our country.

important that our citizens educate themselves concerning the true nature

this atheistic philosophy in order that they will be able to resist its eroding
uence. At the same time, opposition to communism must be careful and

constructive, and kept within the due process of law. It is not enough to be

s . merely against communism. We should exhibit in positive ways the superlorlty

: / \ ¢ of our form of government over any foreign ideology.

i
s
\
\
~

-_': v s ‘}1 - 1 o
RO T pe— Regrettably, there is a tendency onthepartofsometomake

S ,..".':"'_‘ame _ =ges as.to the e of communist success in galning
SEe— oy N J;-
i | Cww— DCL:Sls 7(3)- . \ enclosures and note next pnge) '!
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within legitimate organizations and segments of our society, such as our o

religious Institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to

penetrate and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective.
I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

. Edgar Hoover
John Edgar Hoover
Director
Enclosures (5)
4/1/61 FBI LEB Introduction - o
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement .o

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism and Crime
"Faith In Freedom"'

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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TRUE COPY

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I would like to know if your office has any reason to think

that there is any significant Communist Infiltration in the ‘National Council
of Churches.

- s
.Sincerely - —L
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I have received your letter of March ?5th. (

-

Information contained in the files of the FBI must be
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department
of Justice and is available for official use only. Therefore, I am unable to
comment concerning the matter-about which you inquired. IregretIam
unable to be of help in this instance and Bope you will not infer either that
we do or do not have data in our files relating to The National Council of
Churches of Christ in the U.S. A.

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to
infiltrate and subvert every/segment of our society. However, the Party's
efforts are being thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs; by
investigation, arrests and prosecutions of Party functionaries, and by
wide-spread, intelligent public opposition to the communist philosophy.
These achievements are being accomplished through orderly, legal proce-
dures. C . N

Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy and its
advocates in the United States continue to operate against the welfare of our
country. It is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning
the true nature of this atheistic rhilosophy in order that they will be able to
resist its eroding influence. At the same time, opposition to ggmmunism
must be careful, constructive and kept within the due process ollaw. Rt
is not enough to be merely against communism. We should exhibit in positive
ways the. superiority of our form of government over any foreign ideology.

Tolsen ’

Belmost — 7

v — .. \/ \
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- _ Enclosed is literature I trust you will find of interest. You
may aleo want to refer to my books, “Masters of Deceit" and "A Study of
Communism," which were written to help Americans gain an insight into
the communist strategy and tactics, both in this country and abroad. Copies
may be available at your local library.

Sincerely yours,

‘8. Edgat Rocwsd

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Enclosures (5) kg ' L

u% Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism
2% Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

b Communist Nlusion and Nemocratic -+ Reality
The Communist War Against Human Dignity
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion

.
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent.
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' ,i Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
1y F.B.1. Headquarters / ~
= Washington, D. C. i o ‘ _ /
SO
! % [

Dear Mr. Hoover:

March 24, 1964,

held a meeting of the Women of the
Church. The purpose of this meeting was to decide whether to vote
yes or no as to whether we should join our individual churches group

of women to thé Nati§nal ‘Council of Church Women here in

The Motion to join w3s tabled untxl our September meeting.

Here is what I Seek - {nformatnon and advice ! Ibave
in hand pamphlets ts which were put out by St. 1 Marks ks Vestry Committee
Report on The Natnonal Council of Churches of Chrlst in the U.S A.
and Communism in Our Churches by J, B, Matthews, Former Chief /
Investigator for the Committee on Un-American Activities of the U. 8. f
House of Representatives. /

How can we best fightthis infiltration of the National
Council of Churches Organization by joining with or not joining witn?

My viewpoint is that by not joining we are doing exactly as
the Communist wish in the first place. By not feeding money into the organizati:
& power of numbers behind the good done by the organization - the communist
have stopped their competition for souls in the bud - Should we not clean out
the infiltration & continue in our good work - What other organization can do
the work? There is no substitute organization! Am [ thinking wrong? The
opposite viewpoint expressed yesterday was that by not joining we gave the -
organization no power or steam to do their evil with. I say then our P

;! - : MICT'A.,J / —
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- - Christian commission set for us in the last verse of Matthew to go and

reach & do good in the name of Christ will stop unless the organization
ET National Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches

continues.

-

. Please take a moment and send advice as to how to take this
up in my own church - Thank you.

Truly yours,

C

I o TN L MR A,

i

.
4

I LY P N
e b gy Ny
G (3

- . .- P T .
AT e T I L AR (R B T e TR T SO T













N eln S e
(5 T TR TR R

.,‘
L

EORTE

2 It N

N
.ot

:‘1;:1:1;'?:; S:TA \..bV.I-JRNMENT ( . ‘_;.‘:'..{
Memora®um o e

TO : Mr. A. H, Belmont oATE: March 25, 1964 gxiZE;ZZ
. ¥
~ 1 - Mr, Belmont Ty —
FROM : Mr, 7, C, Sullivag4; 1 - Mr, Mohr st

Mr. DelLoach_ . - Gy e
—_— Mr, Sullivan '

4 1 -
summ:- 1 - Mr. J.A.81200 o
1l - Mr, Baumgardner .
1 - Hr. Ro 'o 8m1th e R s o

-

Reference is made to the enclosed letter from the above-captioned
person dated Marcp72l, 1964, vherein he inquire§ about the Bureau's
evaluation the National Council of Churches - m sation

o,
io February of this year, wrote a letter € thé .
Direc uiries about Billy James Hargis, Dan Smoot, Cafl .
. McIntire, and Edgar Bundy's Church League of America. He indicates
that he questions that these irresponsible opl ‘movements
e extrenists., (94-5-53909
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That the enclosed proposed lq;xérxﬁé sent from the Di;rctor to
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| Your letter of March 31st, with enclosure , bas beea recelved
and I certainly appreciate your kind conments regardlug the F3I and my admiww
fsirativc of it. The sentizeat )oo expressed and your corildence in this Buread
piean a great deal to my associates and me. We regret toat there bas Leea ™7 -

Laal

some coniusion concerning this Bureau's paticies. o
. [ =4

As [ indicated In my fetter (3 you of March 2nd, the FBI doed— &

not r-ake evaluations as to the character or integrity of any organizativa, 3
publication or individual. Tkis is true in conaection with the National Council 4

of Churches.

Assistant Directgr Willlam C. Sullivarn did receive a telephore
cali from Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr., and discussed commucism and tke churches
in respanse tv Bishop Harcin's questions. Both agreed that churches and
Slous organizations have Leea and will rec:aln targets fOr commurust infil-

ricd22 S 47

< 1on as are all segments of our soctety. Bishup Hardin stated he was
o & cgfopletel, and vigorously oppused to communism and that ke would bave
o - n9ining whatsoever to do with any organization that was coungcted with coa:-
3 o¢ tdnism. He asked whether the National Council of Churches had ever been
2 & cled as 2 subversive organization by the Attorsey Genesral. Air. tullivaa
= told Eim that the National Council of Churchkes bad not beer: «o designsted under
provisiocs of Executive Orider 10450. For your additional infarmation, it

is also noted that it bas uot been cltod_ bj the House Coriziitiee oo Un-American

/ Actlvities.

/L 1 - 3ir. Belmont (rewrite of 3-26-64)
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In tesponn to anotber Question regarding churckes and chmmn
in yeaeral, Mr. Sullivan explained that because of the investigations of the FBI
and ristng public oppcsition to this evi) philosophy, comwunist efforts to infil-
trate reli lous institutions bhave teen largely thwarted and the onrwbelm!n;
ea;ority of our clergyiwsen are completely loyal to this Natloa,

You were previously furnished a copy of "Let's Fight Communisn

- Sanely!” which 1saes nole of this same fact in the last paragraph. The literature

I sent you also enphasized mwy concern over anticommusist activities which
confuse, cdivide and tend to weaken us as & people at a time wken we must be
clear-thirnkging, united and strong in the face of world corumunism.

Degrettably, there has been a tendency on the part «f some to
pake exapserated charges as to the extent of communist success in gaiaing
influence witbim lezitiate or ons in eur soclety, such as our religious
tostitutiocs. %e must cootirually be alert to commualst attempts to penetrate
and inllueace; however, our eliorts must be rational and objective, and kept
wiwin the due process of law.

I hope the {oregajng will be of assistance to you ia understanding
the backyround of this situation. You will note tbat these facts 4o oot constitute
an evaluation of tke National Couacil of Churcbes.

Sincerely yours,
§. Edgar Hoove!

NOTE: see Sullivan to Belniont memoranduin of 3-25-84 captioned: _
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

Department of Justice V
N MWashington, D.C.

H
Dear Mr. Hoover;
I wish to thank you for your reply of March 2, 1964. I realize how busy

a man you are. I have just one other question to ask you, however.

First of all, I should tell you that I7am a Methodist. I am & member of the

In the March 3, 1964, issue
of the Methodist Christian Advocate, the Officisl publication of the Alabams
West Florida Conference, Bishop Paul Hardin, Jr., in his column NOTES FROM
THE BISHOP'S STUDY made the following statement:

..\J

*/ number of people have written to me recently,
expressing concern over the unfounded rumors
that Communism is invading the Church and the

[;:tgqmiCoypqgl of Churches . . . SO I PICKED

Y / , UP THE PHONE ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH, AKD
\ CALLED THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF THE F.B.I. IN

WASHINGTON AND ASKED HIM ABOUT IT . . . HE SAID
FLATLY THAT IT WAS NOT SO . . . AND HE IS IN CEARGE

OF F.B.I. INVESTIGATIONS W"“’i& “ '/o’ Y 917 6'7_--/
. . " ‘ :

*
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To say the least, Mr. Hoover, I am confused. The reason for this is
rather sinple, I think. In you letter to me of Karch 2, 1964, you )
made the ctatem;nt *You may be sure, however, that this Bureau h;s not
tnvestigated The National Council of éburches.“ Yet Bishop Psul Hardin,

Jr., says that this Chief Inspector of the F.B.I. gave him a clean

slate as far as the National Council Churches is concerned.

Also, in your letter to me of March 2, 1954, you made the following
statement: With respect to your inquiries, the FEI being an invest-
Agative agancy of the Federal Government niether makes evalustlons

nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of sny
organization, publication or individual.” Yet éﬁ.shop Paul Eardin's
statement of March 3, 1964, would lead me to believe that this Chief
Anspector of the F.B.I. did  just this in relation to the question

the Bishop asked him. ,

[ And, Mr. Hoover, in concluding the second paragraph of the March 2, 1964,
letter to me, you made this statement: ®Therefore, I trust you will under-
stand why J am not in a position to comment along fhe 1ines vou have
gugrested.” As I recall, Mr. Hoover, one of “the lines" I "surgested”

comment was &8s to whether Communism had any of its forces acting within

the boundaries of the National Council of Churches. Now the following

| statement was made by you in an April 17, 1962, publication entitled
®INTERNAL SECURITY® :

® 2. The FBI 4s as near as your telechone. The first pape of
telephone directories shows the mumber of . the nesrest FBI field office.
Esch office is open 24 hours a day, including Saturdays, _
Sundays, and holidays. You may furnish us information either
by telephone, letter, or in person. Data in FEI files is
beld confidential; hence, WE CANNOT INFCRM YOU REGARDING THE
KESULTS OF ANY INWIRY WE MAY MAKE BASED ON INFORMATION YOU
SUPPLY. NEITHER CAN WE CONFIRM .OR REFUTE YOUR SUSPICIONS
RELATIVE TO SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES, NOR CAN WE SUPPLY
CHARACTERIZATIONS OR EVALUATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS, ORGANIZATIONS,
OR PUBLICATIONS.®
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Again, It appears to me that this is just what this Chief Inspector of

dea v .

the FBI did in the telephone call supposedly made by Bishop Psul Hardin,

R e L
§

J*o -7 -~

:. s :ﬁtﬁr: y

So, Mr. Hoover, from the forgoing statements of fact, I hope you can
understand why I am "confused.®

Now, some two pages ago, I said I had one other cuestion to ask you.
That is simply this:

"Did you really mean what you said about the
F.B.I. not being able tc; give out information
concerning one's suspicions of individuals,
organizations, ari'-d' public'a‘tions OR did Bishop
Paul Hardin, Jr., in fact obtain such from

the Chief Inspector of the F.B.I"
I sincerely hope you will be able’ to clear some of this up for me.
Let me hasten to say that I have the greatest regard and respect for
. you and your fine Bureau. As long as I can remember John Edgsr Hoover
has been the Director of the Federal Burea\i of Investigation. This
statement makes me very proud to be an American. I read in yesterday's
4 paper that President Johnson is due to issue aﬁ Executive Order which
; will allow you to contine to be the Head of the F.B.I. past your retire-

ment age. You don't know how happy I was to read this. I don't think

Ve ot wupame  wn o T
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this country knows how fortunate it s in having you as & servant.
I thank Cod each and every day'
,, For your convenience, I am enclosing a photostatic copy of tbo atatmnt
%
o

el

et

made by the Bishop. I pray that you will not evade my ONE cmosuon.

Lotk
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Your letter of March 23rd, with enclosures, has
been received. )

: While I would like to be of assistance, the files of
t.he FBI are maintained as_confidential in accordance with regulations
of the Department of Justice and are available for official use only.

I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have information
o our files relating to the subject of your inquiry.

With regard to Mr. Smoot, he was employed in the
FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942 until June 15, 1951,
when he voluntarily reslgned for personal reasons. Since m
writings at the present time are personal ventures of his own,
I am unable to comn.ent concerning them.

In response to your inquiry conceraninz Mr. Philbrick,
be furnished information concerning subversive activitirs on a
confidential basis to this Bureau from 1942 to 1952, for which he was

compensated. His services were terminated with his appearance
: as a witness in the trial of the communist leaders in New York City.

e 8incerely yours,

' ' \ B ' ‘“‘:?‘ﬁm\ver (k?&w 2’%/
= Ly W o

(See note next page)
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pings concerning the National Council of Churches.

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in

'
v.
af
\
f
m,
I




March 23, 1964

Mr. Edgar Hoover : s
Fedsrsl Bureau of Investigation - g-/ -

Washington, D.C. /
Deexr Mr. Hoovers "4;(~

As & direct result of a letter e editor of the

Cincinnati Enquirer which wrote sad-which

her views on communism in e National Council of

Churches things hsve really been hopping in Cincinnati.
ough she only received two repljes which disagreed

with her she has certainly received countless who are .

in complete agreement. As & result of this the rest

of my femily snd many members in my church hawe

changed from being merely Non-communists to fervent

Anti-communists. One of her dissenting replies came

from & minister in.m deffomination (Disciples of

Christ- of which was & m er SO yrs.)
very
at was even possible

and one came from
politely laughed o
that the Council could possible.be in any danger of
communism. His, problably historic quote, was ® There is
no danger in thies country of internal communism,”
1 em happy to ssy that the zest of the family
does not sgree with him and phoned to say so.
/

Now to come to the purpose of i etter //"
ich I attend, The -
hes made me chSirman © committee to investigate l »

e possibility of the truth in claims a2
concerning the National Council © urches with the o
purpose of deciding whether or not we should pull out

of the council. Although I am completely convinced

1 want to be completely fair so that those who oppose

the move will be as sure ss I am. They have complete
faith in you. I am hoping that you could give me somedg
concrete to show the committee. Also,'our minister _
strongly opposes us and has cslled Mr. Dan

moot & ‘disbarred F.B.I. agent“tﬁp‘lthe pulpit., yould ;_i?
| you please help me to clg;ar the matman Sh *’L'?/ ) 75

\ resent statis with youibpxganization snd if you cen

| givgfhis reason for leaving I would .pprdEIIfi_Ii!-

:)6.‘ Thgnk you very much for any help you can @il A4

Z’ tink we are gaining e toehold in informing some very

'Cj eretofore, misinformed persons of the trus<stete ofF
’ hings. ~ L
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Mr. Hoover:

We are also interested in how Mr. Philbrick stands
with your organization. My particular interest stands with the youth
I am youth director in our church I understand there are plans to
teach our young people in the summer camps to break the law.

Thank you

-/ ReC- 1 /0 . . .

1‘- /.’ P ——  Sre—— - ../f
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Readers' Views

1} 3 '‘Church Council .
: Needs An Awakening':

mmmmn:uamm.ma ter and
niece of three deceased, well-loved Cincinnat{
to the Congo, I feel none : .
if he is aware of how well many
of Churches are demonstrating
the effectiveness of the Communists in using our ehurches.

Herbert Philbrick, FB} counterspy, said, “The church is
mauo.;m;uormgcommnnkumm -

- )’ﬂf‘.\"i‘“.‘"i Wl

PO Y S

, \ to learn that
. isters active in churches who are members

As a tax-exempt

AL YA ATHRARE LR L IINA T SRS
e e " ? . L

3 participate in sometimes militant
: 3 . . advocating “forced integration.”
b 4

gregations, losing support for the councll and weakening
the strength of Protestant America, which is just what
Khrushchev has ordered. .

I you belong to 8 member chureh of the Council snd are .

not in accord with this fraternization with atheistic Commu- :

nism, Jaunch a protest in your own denomination and pray

v . that somehow the councll may de brought to its senses.
& | FUTI IMIOFF BCHUMACHER, 9431 Kemper Rd., Love-
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COMM.-FB)

March 26,

W @

Your letter dated March 21, 1964, has been received. (

0 The FBI 18 unable to supply the information you requesteﬂn S
about the Natio hurches since data in its files mustbe Py S
maintained as confidential in acc dance with regulations of the Departm
of Justice and is available for official use only. Please do not infer that e
we do or do not have material in our files regarding this organization.

Your communicauon alleges that spies were brought into
this country. The FBI has jurisdiction over espionage matters, and if you
have any facts in your possessxon regarding such activities, they should be
furnished to our office located at 500 Widener Bullding, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania 19107.

4

; ..,
AR

} ;
.‘v}

Sincerely yours,

MAIEGT9

. £nclosed is literature it is hoped will be of intcrest to you.
& Edgar Hoover
John Edgar Hoover

Deloash
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it ——1= Philadelphia - Enclosure .
%~ —NOTE: Corr~spondent wrote March 2nd and wanted the DX=wctsr 83 &

" Collehon
Conted .,

% o A
2 Director

5 %/[/ «/%"f_.

Enclosures (3)

tement op,'osing the Supreme Court's decision regarding teigvm &
ools and w-ged the Director to support correctne h-ps::' & 1.
K lm:-mﬂx

E;?'i_ y, was sent on March Sth pointing out that jt had tven e -.:f.—:’.’:
g ~ ol é&’

The National

%

e aln from injecting the Bure3u into le":slau '€ Zatters.

 —JH: 959/( Enclosures and Note next page
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Note Continued:

Council of Churches has arranged for visits to this country of Russian Orthodox'
clergymen. Corservative religious groups vigorously opposed this action and
claimed some of the Russian Orthodox clergymen were espionmage agents. This
letter is intentionally formal to preclude further efforts involving the Director
in this group's controversy.

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement
FBI LEB Intro 4/61
The Communist Party Line




Mr. J. BEdgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

mwm' D. C.
Dear Mr, Hoover:

Thank you for your receat letter. 1 completely understand why
4t is necessary for you to take the stand that you do on Bible Reading
and Pruyer in the schools. As chairman of this committee I have .
worked this issue from every coneivable le and have fimally come to
a surprisiug conclusion that our biggest iPposition is the Natioaal
Council of Churches and their Ministers. We understand the N. C. C. who
is very friendly with the Russia Orthodox Church has brought spies into
this country thru church assocf{ftion. ‘There is suppose to be five
different groups according to our information. We plan
situation ip the New York Times with the
attorney in New Jersey and we also expeot
¥. C. C. members are already objecting to

can give me or have saneone, elde give me on the leaders, of the National
Council of Churches. Anything that you send which maybe confidential,
please so state. If you so desire a delegation will coms to your office.

Your prompt reply will be appreciated. K
' Most sincerely yours,

ons
to preserve our religiocus heritage. I need all the information that you' -

;?-‘.3' .o
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Dear Mr. Wood:

]
I have received your letter of March 20th and cpp, =
understand the concern prompting your communication. -
[~4
. o
I With respect to-your inquiries, Iam not in a position =
to'comment along the lines you have ‘suggested. Information contained
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
.. With regulations of the Department of Justice and is avallable for official
“- useghly. I regretIam unable to be of help in this lnstance and hope you
«» will oot infér either that we do or do not have data in our flles rela.ing to
s = the mattérs you mentioned.
O T
.5 = .= Inregard to Mr. Karl Prussion, be assisted this Burean
* by furnishing information on subversive activities fron November, 1849,
‘30 July, 1958, during which time he was compensated; however, he was
"pot a Special’Agent. His personal ventures and his opinions and comments
hre strictly his own and the FBI is unable to comment in any way whatso-
ever. :

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest.

T
| ESE Pi?.’é e (77 on iclnure & ot et e B3 &'* |
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Enclosures (4)

. Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

i 4-61 LEB Intro '

: 4-17-62 Internal Security statement

Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism

x NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Committee of

Christian Laymen, Inc., is known in Bufiles as being bitterly opposed to
the National Council of Churches (NCC) and has waged an ssive fight
: against it. This group has attempted to use the FBI as a tbol in its fight
i against the NCC, - '
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ierca ¢9, 1964

Yur Lx. Loover, .

1 aave a panpnlet entitled "Ine deticrnnl Council of Suurchss of Carist] _
publisiied by tae Committee of CirIstien laymén Inc. of Tocllani iills,
California. Tals prmphlet meakaspotin frlse statements and draws
tuorou;aly unwerrzuted coaclusiods from.quoted gt~ tonsuts.

Bg02ic Station YW, furuste Georgie cnve e re .ort by aerrl Drussioaw,
counters-y for tue F.z.le for t-zaty-t-o yeers, cn lrrtin Lutheor Eiag
in waich tue jress quotes Trussicn ns follows: 'artin lutaer Ling
is ¢+ mmber of moir2 Comnuuist Tront orgraizaticns tann eayr Comnunlist
in tar Joit.1 Siates. “rrtin Iluiher Xiag beloage to sixnty Coumunist
froat orguuizationsi"®

I voul’ rcovrecirte very -wci ena-ers to tae folloving udstions concerzing
the abova metc) sirtomeat 30 that I vill arve evilence ol tis truta
or comnlate felseliood of tne statement. :
(1) Is =rrl “ruczion a "counterspy” for tne F.¥.I. enl did he ncke
suca ¢ strtamont in regerds to L~rtin luther Kiag?
(2) Jocs evriin lutuer Eing beleng to "sixty Comnunist froat
organirntionsy or for tust metiur docs ie belo.p tc axy
Corutunist front orgenizations?

Instly, 1 would like your o~inion of tie ilrtionsl Council of C.urchos
el Low muca of * bulvork rpetast Comnmunisn does it reproseat?

 Tavai ; y muca for your nel» in tais matter, -
: Tau:1i: you very muca for jyo » in tais mmtter J10 e e KLT /:/
%y © o a 4" 3§ Sincarely
3 - q- 1"’ . ‘&_’\3’\ a s T T
. . LB
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fnis wemoalet mentiocns tue Febelo in tae folloring «ry and 1 quotes
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You will recall that in March, 1950, we prepared a ‘ :9 .
brief on "Communism and Religion" with particular emphasis on
1 the Natiopnal Council of Churches (NCC), Our brief showed that the
National Council was not under the domination of communists, &Since
that time we have been alcrt for any information concerning communist
infiltration, domination or control of NCC, particularly in connection
with the pational officers of NCC,

It is noted that the national officers are elected on
a triennium basis. My memorandum to yoli dated 9/20/61 set forth the
ddentities of the national officers for the 1950-G3 triennjum together
ts of file reviews concerning those national officers.

L.

memorandur pointed out that the next election of national officers
would take plzce in the latter part of 1963.

On 3/23/64 the 7ashington Field Office secured and forwarded
to the Bureau a list of the national officers elected in the latter
part ‘0f 1963 for the triennium 1963-19G6. In this regard it is

. noted{%bat a booklet currently being distributed by KCC still carries
the officers elected for the 1960-1963 triennium; however, ¥ashington
Fiqld vns, able to secure the list of officers elected for the 1963-1966

~ triemniuiy which the person whom they contacted at stapled over the
of thp booklet containing the old officers.-

" 100-50869 .
mx:m/:jni‘:‘?:’ o Q?’:.VI
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Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan
RE: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
100-50869 .
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ACTION:

We are presently having the names of the new national
officers of NCC searched through Bureau indices and upon completion
of the file reviews concerning these individuals a memorandum
will be prepared setting forth the results of our file reviews
and analyzing whether any of the national officers of NCC are under
any communist control or domination.
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Please refer to your letter to me dated
Marck 11, 1964. '

. - The files of this Bureau are confidential and,

‘ bherefore, no comment can be made concerning areas in
.. ¥hich you are interested.. No conclusions, either positive

v Or ndgative, should be drawn from this stated position.

" - Y R L . -
***  ~— It can be stated that while churches and related
religivus organizations have been targets of communists
their @fforts have been thwarted by the FBI's intermal
security programs and by investigations, arrests and
.} prosecution of Communist Party officials.

. opposition emanating from the major segment of our social
d °m‘ro ‘-.'r:- . ' )
I The communists have not, in any way, changed
their goals and, therefore, we must continue to be alert
to prevent-them from making any headway in our free

institutions.
= — \/ Sincerely yours,

MAR 16 1964
COMM.-FB!

6. Edgar Roover
John Bdgar Boov

Director
o \g Sosb“ '0"’
L.

259 -
TELETYPE UNIT

March 16,1964 - -
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Further, communist
activities have been neutralized by calms and rational public
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March 11, 1964

Honarable J, Edrar Hoover, Director
Unjted Statrs Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investipation
Wachington 25, D, C,

Dcar Fr. Hoover:

I am very much concerred about the possibilities of thc communist movements
within these United States, esvecially within the areas so vitally affecting
our youth, namely the Church, I”P“

Therefore, ] submit the following statement by Bishop Pau!’ﬁ;;din of
Columbia, South Carolina which appeared in ‘he Harch 3, 1964 issue of
Theethodist Christian Advocate, the official publication of The Alabama-
Vest Florida Conference of The Methodi&t Church: .

"A number of people have written to me recently, expressing
concerr: over the unfounded rumors that Communism is invadinr
the Churck and the National Council of Churches...So I pieked
up the phone on Tuesday, February 25th, and called the Chief
Inspector of the F.B.1. in thhington and asked him about it...
He said flatly that it was not so...And he is in charge of
F.B.I. invectipations of Comrunism,”

l Please confirm the above.

In Bishop Hardin's sermcon delivered in Dothan, Alabama the evenint of
March 8, 196%, he made the same statement aleng with other comments.

To me, this leaves the impression that your bureau has made an evaluation l//f’
‘or conclusion in this instance, /// -

1 Does this mean that the National Council of Churches has a clean slatg;
with your bureau? Does your bureau have evidence to prove that there are
no communists, communism or commuristic leanings among the offic;;}s and

——

lcaders within the National Council of Churches? Do any of the piforrams
of the National Council of Churches parallel those of the Communists?

I gréatly appreciate the work which you and your department are doinx
and have the utmost faith'in your bureau, You are highly commended and
armired, - _\“?) '

RN K

ot o1
. . . .. - ﬂy(./—'|b
Thank you very much for the attention which you may give the abovzgl/z=) jL__,.

: .\’CLOSUI}E% ) - Very truly yours,
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“l'rhc Union Springs church dilem-
a has nuw reached the court stage
and 1 am sure that all of us deplore

this unfortunate circumstance . . .
1 have refrained from making any
more public comment than was ab-
solutely necessary because 1 do not
fcel that the casce should be tried in
the public press . . . Thousands of
people, including many Mcethodists,
do not understand the differcnee be-
tween a congregational! church (like
the Baptist) and a connectional
church (like the Methodist) . . . Dr.
J. B. Nichols® rerent  article was
helpful in this respect ... Any
Mcthodist who desires to leave the
Methowist feHowship is free to do
g0 bu! what has heen attempted ot
nion Springs iz in the final analv-
is i attemnt te disrund the polity
o established  structure  of The
fethordist Church . . . Only  the
seneral Conference has the right
16 do that . ., It is sienificant o
nete that the v al members of The
Metheelist Church there ave contin-
ning to function, attheush deprived
temporarily of the use of Methodist
properte L, T is a most unhamny
and anpleasant  situation . . . The
Reverend Corvdon Friedrich is now
the nastor  of the Union  Sprines
Mcethadist Chaoreh .. . The former
pastor has publicly announced  his
severinee from The  Methodist
Church, yet esmtinues to be present-
ol the wvastor  of  the Union
Methedist Chineh, and
= 10 hic crdentials as a Meth-
odift munister, although his minis-
tergd privileges as such have been
riesheaded according 10 the rules of
The NMethodid Claweh . . . There
is nothing good about the whobe sit-
uation 4o - Although T think that
they are wrone in what they are’
tryving to do 1 know that the people
who are attempting 1o withdraw
snd fake the properiv  with them
ore hanorable perople — and as a
bishop of The Methodist Church |
am lft with no choice but to up-
hold the law and  structure of the
Church .. . I nude a special {rip to
Union Springs 1o seck a reconcilia-
fion and my  efforts were reject-
ed ... The Methodist Church con-
tnires o hold open the doors  to
thoxe who will icturn to her min-
ey o .. So much for that . .. A
number of prople have written (o
nvently,  espressiog eomeern
o gufonunded s that

HES

Communism is invading the Church
and the Nationa) Council of Church-
es . . . Sol _picked_up the phone
on Tucsday. February 25th, ‘and
¢alled —The CThicl Tnspecior  6f The
F.BT imWashington and asked him
abput iU T 1l said flatly that it
was nol 50 .7 And he is in charge
ol_FB.I Investipations ol Commu-
nism ._._."Soni¢  good news comes
along occusionally, news that thrills
mc ... Down .ip Elba the Methodist
church was a:j;d to pay $840.00 on
World Scrvice and Conference Ben
evalences . . . Without any pressure
from anyone the church voluntarily
uccepled- $1600.00 . . . Things like
that strengthen our faith in our
Mecthodist people . . . David Carler
is the highly csteemed pastor there
. . . Responses to a recent printing
of these Motes have been interest.
ing ... b1 am referring 1o the Notes
in which I wondered if  anvbody
loved anybody eclse any more :aul
in which I satd that 1 was fed right
up 16 the neck with hastility , ., A
It of people seem to feel as i do . .,
One of the more infercsting betters
came from my old tricnd  Ben Ray
in Birmingham . . | lle said  that
sometimes whon he feels diseoinras-
ed and is inchned 1o think thet
things have never been so bad he
rercads the following guotation:

“It 18 & gloomy moment in kis-
tory. Not in the lifctime of any m:n
who reads this paper has there been
0 much grave and deep apprehen-
sion; never has the future seemed
s0 dark and incalculable.

In France the political  cauldron
secthes and bubbles with yncertain-
ty.

England and the British  Empire
are being sorely tried and exhaust-
ed in a kil and ceonomic strug-
gle. with turmoil at home and up-
rising of her teeming millions in her
far-flung empire.

The United Stafes is beset with
racial, industrial and ecommervial
chaos. drifting we know not whore.

Russia hangs like 2 storm cloud
on the horizun of Europe — dark,
menacing snd forcboding.

It is a solenm:n moment. and no
man can frel -indifferent, which
haply. no man pretends 10 feel in
the issue of cvents

Of our own trouble, no man can
se theend , ..~

Thix was an editorial in Harper's
Magazine, October 10, 1847,
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UNITED STATES { ERNMENT

y Memorandum

) ‘.
10  Mr, ¥, C, Sullivan DATE: 8-10-84 ;- ,/“

moM :Mr, J. A, Sizoc_o)‘L

O : )
Swwr:iATIONAL councn,‘ OF CHURCHES

who called long
W stance an as e o talk w nspector in charge
sking

of security mat b my name and identifying
bimself he asked if the Bureau would
furnish in mation concerning individual or organization

over the phone, He specifically asked if I knew and_ could:give

]hin an opinion of the reliability of Edgar Bundy, I, told him ™~
that our files were confidential and available for oY¥ficial use
only and that the Bureau could not provide an evaluation ef an

individual or organization, -

-

. - said be understood this to be Bureau policy and
he was checking in view of a statement appearing in.the -

* "Methodist Christian Advocate” of 3-6-64 by gr_.&n%_rd_t_n_,
Bishop of the Methodist Church, concerning the Nationa
mm;'s in whic din alleged that he had made
a telephone request of the "Inspector in charge of security

matters of the FBI' and was advised that the National Council
of Churches had not been infiltrated by communists. 5

|
= - thanked me for the statement of Bureau policy
- and hung up. F) ’ A
: . ACTION: - ,
. This is for information.

y3tre '

SER ADDENDUM, W. C. SULLIVAN, PAGE 3

5 10072 CTLT 1192

1 - Mr, Belmont
[:",'.;- 1l - Mr, Sullivan

/) 1 - Mr. J.A.8izoo 80 1964
.1:= Mr, Baumgardner A Y
. . \ . %Q\ . ’:
JAS:1ml:jdd

(5) "'),
50 Al h?‘; ‘:,54




—

. - N . . *
- . . - . - . oo .
. * - . LI . - - :
" - . B .. A - ot ’ . .
° - -0 1Y . L0 . L - N -
s - T Syt et e s it el ’ L i’ e s B S AL e~ . g -
. - ¢

¥. C. SULLIVAN March 10, 1964 -

. In viev of the fact that Bishop Paul Hardin in South Carolina
had called me, it occurred to me on reading this memorandum that the
above matter may relate to this particular conversation. The Bishop's

call has previously been set forth in a memorandua from me to Mr.
Belmont.
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° MR. TOLSON .

i
‘ ; ' . We receive quga volume of mail e
A making inquiry on the National Council of Churches T .
2 anc-all are answered that we do not evaluate and
kS that we have not investigated the National Council of .
& Churches. o
% In view of Mr. Hoover's comments :
i shouldn’t the inquiries now be answered that files u

are confidential and no inference should be drawn
e dra
that we do or do not hav_e information in our ﬁle:g

-
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1 bave received your letter of March 19th and want to thank you
for your fnterest in my articles appearing in "Christianity Today" and in my _
. book, “Masters of Deceit."

With respect to your inquiries, I am not in a position to comment
~ along the lines you have suggested. -Information contained in the files of the FBI
must be_maintained as confidential i{n accordance with regulations of the Depart-
ment of JosticE and is available for official use only. I regretIam unable to be
of help tﬂmhs‘unceandhopeymwmmmeramermtvedowmmmn
data in om:.mea,alaung to the matters you mentioned.

ThéCommunist lﬁmy in this country has attempted to infiltrate .
and aubver%ver;aegment of our society. Its efforts are being thwarted by the
FBI's interiks} security programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution of
Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent public opposition tg the
communist philosophy. These achievements are being accomplished ﬂ-ough
orderly, legal procedures. 3 ks

"‘ n
Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy and-its
( advocates in the United States continue to pose a basic ﬂnreatﬁomrcmmtx’y
-7 1t is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning the trle ;
this atheistic philosophy in order that they will be able to resist -

-‘

fedts influence. At the same time, opposition to communism rifist be
2 cai‘dul and constructive, and kept within the due process of law. It is not
: ‘ e, 1 be merely against communism. We d exhibit in positive ways

i g‘ip ‘suriority of our forzi' dgavemmqnt over Ioreign ideology.
< Br. Loef. o .
& f*mp. ”‘GW- '
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- Regrettably, there 18 a tendency on the part of some to mh
enggeraled charges as to the extent of communist success in gaining influence
within legitimate organizations and segments of our society, such as our religious
institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to penetrate
and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective. :

i

»
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Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be of interest
to you.

Sincerely yours,
. Edgat Hoover

7~ John Edgar Hoover
' Director
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Enclosnreé (4)

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
Faith in God--Our Answer to Cémmunism

- .;:' vy ..
ny HR;
{ dvanel

G b seand

LEB Intro, 4-61

i Internal Security statement, 4-17-62

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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I have received your letter of March 18th, with
enclosure, and want you to know how much I appreciate your

kind comment. - .
: Although I would like to be oﬂervﬁce, we are
unable to make any comment concerning the Council of

Churches. Information in the files of the FBI must be ‘maintained
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of
Justice. I regret we are Gnable to help you and hope you will not
infer that we do or do not have data relating to the subject of your

i inquiry.
& ) Enclosed is literature I hope will be of interest to
g . WMAILED & Sincerely yours,
é‘ COMM-FB! o

i
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{  Enclosures (5) £
y »Faith in Freedom* ui o,

- »Keys to Freedom™ ~/

bar ——— Let's Fight Communism Sanelyl: ©° 8 /196
Cowret ———  wPaith in God--Our Answer To Communism"
Coared . 'l'be Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian !

/
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1S March 1964

Mr. J. kdgar lloover
virector of the Federal Lureau of lnvestigation

washington, b.L.
Dear ar. loover:

e 4 .

This morning 1 read the enclosed. editorial in our loc&i-
mornine Newspaper, Jlhe News. This morning 1 have had three|,
conversotions with mgmbers of the larish about the charges
directed against thc National Council of Churches of Chrisg
in America. Naturally 1 do not want to defend an organ-
jzation which might be guilty of the charges contained in
this editorial. /

Would you be king enough to express a conviction on )
the chorge that thé"\C "is shot through and through with
Communist fellow travelers”" and that “on the basis of the
public records, the KCC stands convicted pf Communist front -
activities indulged in by its wembers and officials.” ‘

Any information relating to the charges contasned in
this editorial will be appreciated and will enalle me to
minister to the members of the larish morc helpfully.

If your office wishes to write the Aewspaper 1 will
appreciate it if my name is not mentioned.

1 thank you in advance for any assistance you might
offer me. Your moral integrity throughout the ycars

mcans much to many and haﬁbaﬁzﬁonally Leen an inspiration.

l’ A/.'_ ”‘ '\
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Published by The Lynchburg News, Ine., Lynchburg, Virginla
Formerly Carter Glass & Sons Publishers .
. PHILIP LIGHTFOOT SCRUGGS, Editer  », JAMES MURDGCK, Assoclate Editor
: DAVID W. WRIGHT, Managing Editor

) Wednesday, March 15, 196¢

The Other Face
Of 7The, NCC

For some time now, the' readers men of the NCC have been publish.
of this newspaper have been con- ed _by_Circuit Riders, Inc., which
ducting, by means of letters to the stated: “In 1961, Communist fronts
Forum, a running battle over the had the support of more than 1,200
National Council of Churches. The t_liﬂ'erent,Prqtcst_apt 'clergyme__n."
NCC has been attacked and erit. On Feb. 25, 1960, Mr. Richard
fcized as fympathetic to Commun- Arens, then staff director of the
fsm and as being infiltrateq with  House Committee on Un-American
fellow travelers. Jt has been de- Activities, testified during a Com.
fended as a great force for Chris. mittee hearing that, on the basis
tianity, ,'oL,_‘_‘garet,’u_l, but yet incomplete

Now, finally, the NCC ijtself has checks” it had been shown that
Jumped into the fray, with a letter “Thus_far, of the leaders of “the
from its director of information in National Council_of Churches of

which he sets forth the goals and Christ in America, we have found

programs ofsthe NCC and attempts Gver” 100 persons in leadership
to discredit its critics ang their éapacity with either “Communist
eriticism. We published the leiter front _records or records of service
last Sunday. , to Communist causes.” This testi.

Except in unusual circumstan- mony was verified Tuesday by the

ces, it is the policy of this news. present director of the HCUA staff,

WMy,
-

R
r

1%

"
1,

tion and contained statements of stated that the NCC had “never re-
policy. It is the opinion not of one ferred directly to right to work
man, but of many, And as such, it laws.” Thisisa dodge. As the Jetter
might be accepted by some as the stated, the NCC is on record as say-
Jast word on the subject. ing: “Union membership as o basis
¢ & o - of continuing employment should be
' Well, it isn't. Far from it. This neither required nor forbidden by

<
"l

Y Paper, as it is with most, not to Mr. Francis McNamara.

= argue with the opinions expressed The foregoing should sufTice to
5 by individual letter writers, a). show that the letter began with a
L though we do point out errors of deliberate whitewash, . :

:_‘é fact. The NCC letter, however, ex- S S

A Pressed the opinion of an organiza- Among other th the lstter

.
Lo,
< Jialal
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last word on the suject.

[ ] [ [
WF it isn't. Far from it. This
"—htghmnx‘mmemduls.
this of programs, this ex-
planation of and denial of accusa-
tions, contains so many half-truths,
distortions of fact, artful dodges
" and carcful omissions as to qualify
ft as a masterpicce of deception. In-
stead of turning the other cheek,
the NCC has turned the other face.

For instance: “Nothing could he
further from the truth—" the letter
states in the beginning as a reply
to accusations that it is infiltrated
with fellow travelers and with
Marxist-Communist ideals,

As a matler of fact, nothing could
be further from the truth than that
denial.

The National Council of
Churches of Christ in America was
founded in 1950 as a merger of the
old Federal Council of Churches
and several minor religious organ-

izations. The House Commijttee on
Un-American Activities and'the Sen-.

ate Internal Security Subcommittee
have identified many FCC and NCC
officials and members as Communist
fellow travelers.

And what is a fellow traveler?
The Senate subcommittee defines
one as . ., an individual who from
time to time supports one or more
organizalions or eampaigns operat-
ing under the indirect and usually
unpublicized initiative and control
of the Communist Party or its repre-
sentatives.” There are three types
of fellow travelers, according to the

. subcommittce: the conscious, who is
aware that he is supporting Com-
munist objectives; the consistent,
who sometimes takes issue with the
Party but continues to support its
programs and campaigns even after
they have been exposed; and the
unwitting, who is a dupe.

.%n this basis, and documented
by_the_Congressional commilttees,
the_NCC 18 shot through 'and

1rnvolmmm:ge official
“and former president, Dr. EdwinT.

D’Nﬁ'u.oﬁn"""“ —
"l!!.

.

- of contin

{hrough with Communist fellow
Janus,

blle rocords of the leftist nation. But we should Devs jmy_g_xor.
clergymed and 1ay:~ got that oiber facm,

. LN T

fng: “Union membership as a basis} .

“e employment should be t P
peither r.  .red nor forbidden by

law ... tis THIN 103t I Dot
mm law which pro-
vides that a man does not have to
belong to a union to obtain a job?

One of the favorite techniques
of the NCC is to have its members
and officials promoting a desired
program while the organization ii-
self takes no official stand. This Is
sublerfuge.

For examplo: the letter stated
that the NCC has never called for
the aholition of the HCUA. Per-
haps, technically, it has not. But its
officers and members have signed
such petitions.

Another example: the leuor
stated that the NCC has made no
statement calling for the admission

of Red China to the United Nations.
But an NCC-called conference, at-
tended by top NCC officials, made
such a statement unanimously. And
the NCC urged that the statement
be publicized and given great
weight.

The letter stated the NCC does
not favor repeal of the McCarran
Act, but instead, wants to have it
changed. However, the changes it §
wants would make the present act
{neffective. Furthermore, past-presi-
dent Dahlberg has signed at least
11 petitions ealling for an outnght
repeal of the act.

s ® 7

We could go on and on, but it is
not necessary to prove the point.
And that is: %_ﬂ\e basis of the
public records, the NCC stands
victed of Coi Communist front activiﬁ&
indulged in by its ‘members and offj-
gials. And on the basis of jts letter,
it stands conv:eted of propanndh- )
tic trickery.

The NCC, on the one hand. hu
endorsed Christian programs as an
organization, while_on the_other
hand_it supports atheistic_ - Com-.
munist _doctrines through the in--
divigual e eﬁorts of itunembep and
officials. m_NCC reminds us of-
the tyo-faged Rofan pagan -

rns the Christian face to

.s e mitemm mmns . e tra - .
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I have received your letter of March 13th and can_
understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position
to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information

contained in the files of the’F BI must be maintained as confidential
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and

is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of

help In this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do

or do not have data in our files relating to the matter you mentioned.

Iam encld’sing some material I hope will be of interest.

.

-
L
-

: Sincerely yours, '
* ' ’ /
MAILED 19 , ‘ 2y ({
o & Edgar Hoover ' B 5
MAR 23 1364 John Edgar Hoover| , '~
comm.se! Director \ :
Enclosures (4) | X AT /
Let's Fight Commmunism Sanely! L\
. 4-61 LEE Intro -
{.i'(  4-17-62 Internal Security statement 7;. 2
{4 Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism ¢ V'
3 S=——  NOTE: Correspondent is no} identifiable in Bufiles.
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Having Qannd o Sides to tae Pleonsg prcklaee 9
Gun Tpwope) Racloe, w\)onmsm\»z. Yiad The. '1.‘8.
pensount) Boo e.omplalely st e

e\ Sum >

Gamabos §) Commonist Wyl i

1‘“\63“%3 | Bove. fead a Qua¥ deal §,
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March 13, 1964

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover.
Federal Bureau of Investigation

W_gshington, D.C.

.a/(./

Dear Mr. Hoover __ .7 (7/
. Having heard two sides to the following problem I
feel I must write and ask you___ |
Our Episcopal Rector informs me that the F. B.1. personel
has comgletely absolved the National Council of Churches of ‘
 Christ in America from the~accusanon of communist infiltration or /
“sympathies ---- 4
Tg this true? I have read a great deal of literature indicating o /

this is not true-----
Thank you for your help.

Sincerely yours,

-7, ‘
/s/ | &> gt
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pear QU

I have received your letter of March 17th and can
understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiry, I am not in a position

to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information
coatained in the files of the FBI mast be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and

is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of

help in this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do

or do not have data in oclu' files relating to the matter you mentioned.

With respect to Mr. Dan Smoot, he was employed

by the Federal Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent trom
-March 23, 1942. until June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned.

Bis personal ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly
his own and this Bureau is unable to comment on these in any way

whatsoever.

184
AOOY INIOV3IN--0,23n:.

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

\/ Sincerely yours,
. ",
m /' L Edgar Hoover

0y
vl ! 3 MAILED 19
MAR 23 1964 John Edgar Hoover '
o — Z oMM Director A
) ] -FBI e
' Camer &) » W AR R : S
& Cows —— - Enclosures (4) ' _ R Y
§ Mot — GV NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. = - et T
i Gete Let's Fight Communism Sanely! *4-17-82 Internal Security statement * -
4-61 LEB Intro -~ "V'Faith in God--Our Answer to Commuaisx
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Nerch 17, 1964

Mr. J. Edgar Hocver :
Federal Burewu of !nvestigation,

viashington, D.C. . .
/}177;-1L/":2;f4——

Deor ir. Hoover: /1)

NN R NB i o e

® s croup of loymen in my church tre convinced that the
_National Council of Churches of Christ ir. “merics is &
Conr unist or¢enization., %e sre making &n investicction of
the Council ond would deeply apprecicte any stitement cf
youwr experience, of your impressions or your knowledce of
the Louncil on these groyhds. ,

1f it is & Communist organization | want to be
emonc the first tc condemn and utteriy discrecit it.
Howcver, if my laymen are beinc blindly led to accuse the
Council of such betrayal of our democratic principles
on fulse and untruthful grounds of information then |
would like your help in oringing the licht of trutn to
becr on their thinking.

| snall anxicusly await sny help you shoula like fo
offer in this matter, and must, if you please, sir, have
your enswer before April L, 196L.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Have you ony information regarding authenticity
of srticles appeoring in the Yan Smouot rnpur#-pf
Jan 1%, 19647 - . s
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Your letter of March l6th m been received. '.

(o
~i
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‘ Whﬂe!vonlduketobeo!muhnce,lmmhle e
beommentlnthemmeryonmggestedmumnchuthomudi o
} the FBI must be maintained &3 confidential in accordance with “..37"-
c e ~ regulations of the Department of Justice and are available for -
~ 7 official use only. I hope you will not infer either that we door " - *
R do not have In!ormtioninourmu rehﬂngtothembjectot St AGE
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& Edenr Mooy
MAR 23 1964 Edear Hoover

. " .. John Edgar Hoover
e | . Director

! £“ .5 4-1-61 LEB Intro . ;{ {/

: It’/ 4-17-62 Internal Security Statement
Ko Let's Fight Communism Sanely -

Yess — . Faith in God - Our Answer to Communism L

me———— . NOTE: Correspondent is not'identifiablé §n Bufiles. There have been .
—— - allegations by various crities’of the National C NI S
e ' of Christ, without access to factual ditx to
*. 4hat this group is communist controlied or.
e, has not invesugated this group
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Karch 16, 1964

1

dr. J. Ldgar Hoover
Fcderal Bureau of Investigation

washingten, D.C. C)/) Vy,_.

Lear Mr. Hoover:

(@)Cre of my church members is disturbed ovcr clulms
that the Naticnal Council of Churches’ has been infiltrated
Ly known Communists. Will you pleuse write me 4 letter
stuting woetner cor not this is true?

I luow, cf course, that it i1s not true but 1 huve
ceen stetoments from F3I leaders to this effect and if there
j¢ any rrinted statement thut the FBI has on this uatter,I
would b so happy to receive it.

¥any thonks for your helvp. -

¢
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I ""Faith In Freedom"

beimet ——  "Keys To Freedom" 7%, ¢ ;] A
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Dear QNN —E 2
g =

I have received your letter of March 17th and 2 =

1 appreciate knowing of your confidence in me.

Although I would like to be of service, we are not
able to make any comment régarding the National Council of
Churches or the Board of Christian S8ocial Concerns. Information -
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret
we cannot help you and trust you will not infer that we do or do not
have data regarding the g'ubjecta of your inquiries.

Enclosed is literature I hope will be of interest to
you.

Sincerely yours,
& Edgar Hoover

MAILED 19
MAR 23 1964 ' .
COMM-FBI 6:”1" 'J 0/5/

Enclosures (5) ¢/ o

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!

"Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism"
1( The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals
L
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'arch 17,

'r. J..decr Hoover
Federal Burccu of Investiertion
“faghin~ton, .M.

De~r %ir:
. “r

L4
”y

'The onestion of comrunism in' the churehes ia not & nev
one tn vou, I fcc) smre. U'ovever, it in ane with which
we af, the rreas roots level “re continurlly confronted,
Rec:nsc of the t-on~htlens rerarvs of o fer, ~rnw of the
fine nroecr:—= o” the churech 2re heine rerionsly hnmnereds,

/
To attemnt to cefend the chareh hoe becne & dAifficnlt
andertskinr, isnv nennlc susnect @ mwhitewrssh doh"
whenever so-cone in the chareh makes 2 stotemfrnt CNMe=-
cernine this retter o com anism,.

Pherefore, I nuleé litc sincerelv to Srve rour ovm Trank
anprrisrl of the situstinan, 9Snecificelly, I 2w concernen
with tvo i jor ~rouns, ‘irst is £ Anrprd of Christisn
jacisl Concons of our ovm F-thorting Chreh, Do vou hrve
~py infaorm: tion whieh vonld indieccte nntovward sctinns or

alfili: tinns ot this ~romn or its merhers.?

Eeco@.v, I would 1i%¢ vour c~nfifd cerrri's conce rmi-r
the Iation:) Council of Clmches. "o mive von an exmnle
nf the tvoe mont—nch b oIne exnoundcd here, onc vroadin

:3-71'.’ nerson: 1itv is anoted sas hivine arid thrt sivte rreont o7
! the ner~ens s~ancirted it the VG fre rne-heps nf
Lk nor nniat-"ront or-rnizstioneg, Q""‘”‘-“c earment an Shre 036
& W ~l © i ) -~ o - ,
£ atinnrl Council. . j 2 G € 69—
= I em » sirnle icthodist ministere v "rith i Sghe @hmreh -
.4 is stronr. 1 cennat recent the ideads vhieh r'vf_(:-rgn'-',rlmninv
.2 remnent.,  Uowever, 17 there is samethine I do notitmo, I
o~ _ wonld like te be in‘forr'er’. . p—
{ - [ A . .
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3ir, I resncct vour oninion and ymur jrdrm-ent, This is
the renson for mv inmuirv, I look forvard to herrines
frorm vom snd reccivine anv inform~tion wen mov deem
Yclnful to re.

3inceraly,
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I received your letter of March 11th and want to \
thank you for your generous comments concerning my administration
of the FBL It is hoped that our future endeavors will continue tQ
merit your support and approval. = é
With respect to your inquiries, T am not in a positiof
to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information-con- W
tained in the files of the FBI must be-maintained as confide ©
accordance with the regulations of the Department of Justice s ©
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of hetpp =
this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or don® o>
have data in our files relating to the groups or individuals you mes- =
tioned. J

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to
infiltrate and subvert every segment of our society. Its efforts are .
being thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs, by investigation,
- arrest and prosecution of Party functionaries, and by widespread,
. intelligent public opposition to the communist philosophy. These
* achievements are being accomplished through orderly, legal procedures.

‘ Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy
and its advocates in the United States continue to pose & basic threat
: ‘ to our country. It is important that our citizens educate themselves
- concerning the true nature of this atheistic philosophy in order that they
will be able to resist its eroding influsnce. At the same time, opposition

- £ 77 0 T eT
s .

o YA

v.'d J A
KA. | B 21, 4O SN

MAILED 19
WAR18 1964 | o
COMM.-FB!

£

v Whredlo 658
RPN
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i to communism must be careful and constructive, and kept within the due
g process of law. It is not enough to be merely against commmmism. We
2§ should exhibit in positive ways the superjority of our form of government
& r Yoreign ideology. N T o
-3 DTP:eo (3) ,\V ' SEE NOTE AND ENCLS NEXT PAGE -~ &'
3 e "‘p; /. - e Y SR
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Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part of some to
make exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success in
gaining influence within legitimate organizations and segments of our
soclety, such as our religious institutions. We must continually be
alert to communist attempts to penetrate and influence; however,
our efforts must be rational and objective.

PR N S MR e,

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of

interest.
] Sincerely yours,
4 i
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4-17-62 Internal Security Sta,tement
4-1-61 LEB Intro .
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism
; :
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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Dear Mr. Hoover: - N

Firat I want to say that I think the F.B.I. and you are
doing a wonderful job of protecting our country, )

I am f Dayton, Ohio and I belong to a
study group S S ommunism and some ways to combat
4t. It is very interesting to me and I must say I am finding
tgigis that are happening in this country that I don't want to
a o '

I would like some information from you if you would be so
kind to help.. I have done quite a bit of reading lately and I
find the namé:National Council of Churches comes up quite often.

They are hamed by the committee on Un-American Activities,
4n the Congressional Record by Mr. Thurmond, by Dan Smoot, The

lAmerican Council of churches, and Fundamental Bible Church. They

are also named by Mr. Norman ¥. Peal and in a book by Billy James
Hargis, entitled The Facts apout Communism and our Churches.,

I must say that none of this literature makes the N.C.C.
sound very good. In fact if these people are correct in their
charges the N.C.C. is a disgrace to our country. 4551—’/

I have written to the N.C.C. and received material from them.
I have read it and they say all the charges are false. I must say
I am confused. Being a christian I want to believe in the N.C.C.
but, at present it is very difficult.

I am asking for help in this matter and wonder if you might
help me, I have a lot of respect for your judgment and thought

- if anyone could give me any facts about this matter it would be
you. If possible I would like to have your opinion of the N.C.C.
I hope this is possible. If if 1s impossible to give me informa-
tion please advise me as to what material to read on this matter.
Thank you very much.

1)
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Dizectozx

fege:al Bureau of Investigation .
. ‘ BXM:DRO:sd -
Burke Marshall ' : 72-41-89
Assistant Attorney General 15,730 -

Civil Rigbts Division

Mr. Joe Sylvester, ASAC
Hew Orleans, Louisiana

| MAR19-1954

Attached is a copy of a letter from Jack Pratt
of the National Council of Chuzches on certain of .
their activities. Please note the last parsgraph .
of the letter which is very complimentary of
Mr. Joe Sylvester, ASAC in your New Orlcans Office,
and the agents working under bimn. Mr, Sylvester
deserves this conmplinment, and an added comnendation
from this Division for”the work he has done for us.

: §
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13 ' : : " NOT REC.ORDED .
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‘4 mational council of the Churches Of ChRIST in we usa
p % 475 RIVERSIOE ORIVE, NEW YORK, N. V. 10027 teicphone: 870-2438
f sishop heusen h. mueller, president L R h. edwin espy, Gencral mny

The Atiorncy Goneral
Departzent of Justice
u“bmzwn 25’ Doc. . —

Doar Sir:

The Vational Council of Churches® Commission on Relizion and Rece has had, as
you know, considcrahle 4nvolvcnent 4n tho various attempts which have boen
pado to attain equal justice by White amd Hegro citizens in the State of
¥iscissippi duripd the past coveral montha, Two arcas are of particular
eoncern to us, T should like to enquire, if I might, ss to ths ootions, 4if
any, which the/Department of Justico intends to taks in rogard to thenm,

1., U.S. v. leflore mnt;f !iwsissiggi, ot al. == Suit seoking releass
o Tocidonto of 1tja Jora, Ficsissippl. '

On June 23, 1953 the Departmont of Justise filed & complaint sceking the
releass of LS sesidonts of Itta Bena who were arrestod aftor thoy marched
dowatown to seck polico protection after percuns uninown hed allegsdly
releessd roxious substancos into a church vhere they wore holding a wvoter
rogisiration meoting. On or about July 19, 1953 the Distrioct Court rulod
that itk Goverrment had not cotablished a violation of 1971 (b). The
Govormont apzcaled this ruling and apnlicé for an injunction ponding its
arpe2l. The injunction was doniod by tho Court of Aproals Jor tho Fifth
Circuit, 7Thoe Govermmont, we underctand, hao row withdroun its appoal to
the Un’ited States Court of Appcals. 4 trial do novo of theso LS dsfondants
wes hold in the County Court of Lefloro County during ths wook of
Jenuary 20-24, 1964, Forty-four of the forty-fivo defcndants appoared for
the trizl and weore convicted; a forfoiturec was takcn on tha bond of the one

, abrent cefeniant, Their sontencing, which was scheduled for January 27,
was postponad LS hours so that I miiht obtain new sppeal tonds which woul -
allou the cofcndants to remain at largo pending an appcal to tho higher
courts of Xississippl. . .

Ths Fationsl Council of ‘Chuschas, throuch its Cocmission on Religlon and 7
‘Race, arranged for tho bonds which eZfocted the reloasc of thoso LS Mogroes. .
cst Aurugi, aftor they had boen {roriooned for mearly o sonths, ‘At M'E;f
umao,omummmmymmdmmw;mw_ o
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<he Attornsy General ‘ -2 . February 12, 196k
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v edieden

which wrote the bonds as collateral and premium payments, and in addition
we have a moral otligation to the company to make good any loss over and
above that amount. An additional 8450 was paid to the company en

- January 27, 1964 for the new bonds.

It appears to ms unlikely that the courts of the State of Mississippi :
will reverse the dscision of the County Court, T amnot ina position to
know whether certiorari to the United States Supreme Court will be sought
by the defendants, It is my belief that the i{ntorest of the defendants
and the financial interest of the National Council of Churches' Emergency
Bail Fund would bost be protected by the Department's suit, if it could dbe
brought to a favorable termination. I would appreciate knowing, therefore,
what further steps the Department contemplates in regard to its action,

II. State of Mississippl v. Moses, and State of Mississippi v. Quyot

On January 23, 196L Robert Moses was convicted in the Justice of the Peace
Court of the City of Rattiesburg on charges of obstructing a sidevalk and
refusal to obey the lawful command,of an officer. At the time of his
arrest, Mr. Moses was engaged in directing a voter registration drive in
Forrest County, Mississippi. Mr. Moses' defense was conducted by

J. Robert Lunney, Esq., of New York, representing the Lawyers' Committee
on Civil Rights Under Law, and by myself. The Department of Justice pro-
vided a stenographer who recordsd the proceedings. I am requesting you,
sir, to order the stenographer to make & transcript of the trial and asking
the Department to exanins the Aranscript for the purpose of determining
whether the Government has enough evidence to initiste a suit to protect

Mr. Moses' rights.

Mr. Robert Guyot was tried on January 30, 1964 before the County Court of

- Leflore County, Mississippi, a court of record, on a charge of contributing
to the delinquency of a minor. He was found guilty, fined the sum of 4500 .
and sentenced to six months in prison, five months of which were suspended, T
I served as defense counsel for Mr. Guyot in that cese. In my Judgment,
the record demonstrates mmple proof that Mr. Cuyot's arrest was an attampt
to intimidate and suppress thes voter registration drive in Rattiesburg and

that Mr. Guyot's conviction was contrary to the weight of the evidence. I

would like to know whether the Government has any present intention o

oR ‘gpitiating an action which would protect Mr. Ouyot's rights. -
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‘ ~ III. Alleged Police Brutality Against Oscar Chase

On or about January 22, 1964 Oscar Chase was arrested and incarcerated in
the County Jail of Hattiesburg, Kississippi on a charge of leaving the .o
*  scens of an sccident. This charge was subsequently passed into the £ - | .
after the private citizen whose truck had allegodly boen damaged withdrew 4':‘1
bis complaint. While in jail Mr. Chase was severly beaten by another i 0%
. R .-}:'*,:2 Pt 1%
. Seatd £ -»-".\'-14;‘ :".-,"'.
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The Attornoy General -3+ . Pebruary 12, 1964

nriconor, ¥r. Chaco has alleged that the boating was dons in the precence
. 2nd with tho cncouragoment of the jaller and two or threo membors of the =
flatticzburg Folico Dopartment, Tho Leating aliegedly took place at .
a toly 8:00 P.H., and Hr, Chase was given no modicel treatmont umtil -
the followinz mornirg whon he called the voter registration headquarters
and inforncd them of the beating and requasted to be reloczsed on bail, It
is py underatending that an investigetion of this incident has boen condwted
by tho Federal Bureau of Investigation and I an enquiring as % vhat, 4f

any, actions the Departnent contemplates in this mattor.

' vay I say, sir, that during my two weeks in Hattiesburg, Miusissinpi, I was dosply
f {mpressod with tho efficiency and thoroughness of the operations of the agents of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation working under the Giraction of .

’r. Josoph 3ylvester, Assistant Chiof Acent of the lew Orleans officoe. Roalizing
that soms poople in tho civil rights struggle frequéntly charge the Fedoral Bureau
of Investization with beinz on the sido of tho local authorities and with doing
too little to protact the rizhts or the genonstrators, I wish to take this
opportunity to commend lir. Sylvester and the ageats who worked under him in

Hattiesburg for their efforts,

Respectfully yours,

J¥P:bas

ece Sonator'}!u‘-:crt. Y, llumphrey

.t' ‘! 22 e E T




Mr. Curke Marskall - 5 ' uiarch 27, 1964
Assictant Attorncy Gensral- : Tl

Director, FBI

JoO- S0 YCY 7 . o . 2
CiVIL RIGHTS MATTERS ' : N
) 134 I‘ZES SIPPI '

‘f/ - Your memorandum of }arch 19, 1004, captionad,
ooy, Jo2 Sylvestor, AZAC, XNew Crleans, Ioulsia...a " has been
roseived togsther with taa eaclosed le‘ter fron Lr. Pratt. Ris
2lvays gratifying to lecrn taot tha efforts of T3Igersocnl have |
boen crprociated, 223 it was tacugatful of you to brin" Ur., Faatt's
commeonts to my attention. . .

It wes kind of you to ad your owa cormendation ...nd
yOour romeoriis, es well as thoze of Mr.. Pratt, will ba broazat to
the atiextion of hir. Syzvester and thz Azents who Lave vo:‘.:e:’.
bim on the...e m..:tcr... : :

184
NODY ONIOV3Y-0,03¢8
CRTIARANIRL

1- SAC, New Orleans (Enclosures - 2 - Copy of incoming from
Department with a copy of its enclosure)

1- Personnel File of J. T. Sylvester, Jr., ASAC of New OrleansBifice.
(Enclosures - 2 - Copy of incoming from Deparunent:

//,767

. ‘ o copy of its enclosure.)
. " MAILED 20 g =~ I.
WLM:ers L) MAR 2 ? 1961! v F :_::‘
© . S e e
uE NOTE: Civil Rights Division forwamed 2 copy of a letter to the .0
3 Attorney General from John 17 Pratt, Counsel to the =& ' .
R Commission on Religion and Race,~Naticaal ( Council of the Churches of R
LB  Christ, ' Pratt discussed the status of various civil rights matters o™~
2P 7& ﬁ?si—ssippi and concluded with the following paragraph: g .
“ % | e -;-'—‘ 2 " ."May I say, sir, that during my two weeks in Hattiesburg, N
‘} Somen - 6sissippi, 1 was deeply ﬁg)r withithe efficiency and thoroughness
X ]| Cwmem_ -the .operations of the FZents ¢’ the ‘Federal Bureau of Investigation = -
— orking under the direction of Mr,. Joseph Sylvester; Assistant Chief
? g_ﬂ:ﬁ&_ ent of the New, Orleans Offg:e. R‘gg_l}m that, sonye‘beople in tt
.:?‘é h.:—‘l" ‘hb Ac e .
ol " SEE NOTE CONTINUED ON PAGE 'nwo\ ORI
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civil rights struggle frequently charge the Federal Bureau of Investigation
with being on the side of the local authorities and with doing too little o
to protect the rights of the demonstrators, I wish to take this opportunity
to commend Mr. Sylvester and the agents who worked under him in -
Hattiesburg for their efforts, " .

Burke Marshall states:’

". "Mr, Sylvester deserves this compliment, and an added . |
commendation from this Division for the work he has done for us, "

¢ .
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I have received your letter of March 12th and can understand
the concern prompting your communication.

With respecttoywrhqtnﬂes,tmnotinaposluonto
comment along the lines you have guggested. Information contained in the
files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with
regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official use .
only. Iregrettamunabletobe_ofhelpmmshshncemdbopeywvm
not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the
groups and individuals you metlmoned.

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to
infiltrate and subvert every segment of our society. s efforts ave being

—]thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs, by investigation, arrest
= land prosecution of Party functionaries, and by widespread, {ntelligent public
?3 §| opposition to the communist philosophy. ' These achievements are being
; o 3| accomplished through orderly, legal procedures.
) g Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy and #ts
v‘“;"C _admatesmmevmtedsnteseontimwmeamwmmm.
’\ 1t is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning the true
Iae pature of this atheistic philosophy in order that they will be abls to resist
g 9 _'}‘its eroding influence. At the same time, opposition to communism must be
(3 7 \!caretul and constructive, and kept within the due process of lJaw. It is not
L ™~ enough to be merely against comnunism. We should exhibit in positive ways
; rume . the superiority of our form of government over any foreign ideology.
= (5 . .
5 cmm—— Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part of some to make
‘7 coww Sxaggerated charges as to the extent of »mwa success in gaining inflnence
27 Delawth , X) N R PR
B Aoy 7 o, JET VLA
S e . : /// AN 2 XTI s .
;




within legltlmate organlzations and aegments of our oociety, mch as our - .
religious institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to
penetrate and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective. -

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

Bincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover -
Enclosures (4) ' - _‘ =
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! .~ Lo
4-61 LEB Intro

4-17-62 Internal Security statement
Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. g fi1es reflect we have had

limited but cordial correspondence with Presbyterian life. Sin
has not linked Mr. Smoot with the FBLno explanation as to Smoot's prior connection
with the Bureau is being set out.
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< Mr. Bdgar Hoover . I
s~ - Director .. S e T .
..~ Fedral Bureau of Investigation .: -

_ Washington 25, pD. C. . IR e * '. : , ‘.'- :q__:,:.:' 3

- Dear Mr. Hoover: S

G I am a Presbyterian minister here im I, along

" .- with some other ministers in our city, ha e quite concerned
- : abog; charges being made by Billy James Hargess and Dan Smoot that .-
the®National Council of Churches. is -a_ 'left-wing' organization. . -

e e e e amat e e v ’ . : .

For example, yesterday I listened to ths Christian Cvusade
‘broadcast. Dr. Hargess was telling why Dr. Charles dJ. Poling,
‘outstanding Presbyterian minister for fifty years, laft the .

- Presbyterian Church. Ope of ‘the reasons was th-t the Presbyterian

~ Church belongad to the %{gﬁ. During the course of this March 11, .-
1964 bro~dcast he called he called Presbyterian Life(official °- ..

ublication of ths United-Brasbyterian Churc n the United . K

tates of America) a 'left-wing' publication.

I

. Now we a ting this program twice daily five days.a -
.. - week here i Also people ars writing Dan Smoot and
© Christian Crus printed materials. After reading these -
they are claiming to have done intensive study regarding the
t1eft-wing' activities of say th: National Council of Churchas.
In my Judgment the time has come for us to present a level-
headed, intelligent, and accurate report concerning these
- ‘matters to thepeople of this community. .

Therefore I write hoping yo: may be of some help. Do you
have any information available to the public regarding charzes
that the National Council is a 'left-wing' organization? Have
you written any articles along these 1in28? Is there any & .
Information available on th2 Dan Smoot orgcnizati~n and Christian

.~ Crusade? Is there any informatin avai}aagl_e gz}hgztl‘:er gource?sz o
1052 BN O F L s
i.-

- Ie nezd ac.c\.iramkﬂma‘tggﬁndwe need autho ’ __fe

1: you can help us we would F‘S_e;aflmq,ppshgabtf;ﬁt‘.;s?:g‘_' 5

, % ¥y
Sl Y

~ . e
s

- .Thénking you for your timeand intereﬂJm
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1 have received your letter of March 9th, with enclosure,
and can understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiry, Iam not in a position to
comment along the lines you have suggested. Information contained in
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official
use only. I regretIam unable to be of help in this instance and hope you
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to
the groups and individuals you mentioned.

. i  The Comnminist Party in this country has attempted to
infilErate atid subvert every segment of our society. Iis effo e being
thwarted by the FBI's internal security programs, by invedi! n, arrest
and prosecution of Party functionaries, and by widespreed, ijntelligent
publi¢.opposition to the communist philosophy. These ugqew are
bemg_'accompnshed through orderly, legal procedures. g g -
= . o

= Despite the above, the world communist eon@h‘%’ and
its advocates in the United States continue to pose a basic tiifeato our

| country. It is important that our citizens educate themselves concerning

the true nature of this atheistic philosophy in order that they will be able
to resist its eroding influence. At the same time, opposition to commau-
nism must be careful and constructive, and kept within the due process
of law. It is not enough to be merely against communism. We should
exhibit in positive ways the superiority of our form of government over

any foreign ideology.
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.- Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part of some to
make exaggerated charges as to the extent of communist success in -
gaining influence within legitimate organizations and segments of our
society, such as our religious institutions. We must continually be -
alert to communist attempts to penetrate and lnﬂuence' however, our
efforts must be rational and objective.

1 am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest.

Sincerely yours,

§. Edgar Foovt

John Edgar Hoover
Director

-

Enclosures (4)

Let's Fight Communis:p SAnelyl

Faith in God--Our Ander to Communism
4/61 LEB Introduction re/Communism
4/17/62 Internal Security Statement .

I NOTE: Corresindent is not identifiable in Bufiles. —
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J. Edgar Hoover Directar, . fa o
i Federal Bureau of Investigation M
-’__‘ Uasllington, D.C. - :.. i ':
n : .
‘/ V4 Dear Mr, Hoover: .
' ‘ Inclosed §8 the Dan anoobt Report of January 13, 19¢4. S r.i
ve havc written to the Nationel Council of Churchec and they = >"
heve denied cny knowledge regaréing tke prblication of a pemph- —t
let written by Williom Graham Cole on page 11 of the above report X:
being sponsored by them, ° ‘
Our urderstanding is thnt they are a Commmnist infiltratec orgaon- "3
ization, What do you advise, as church members, we cen do to '
convince our Ministers this is a very serious matter and should de "
tharoughly investigated. _, ' '}
We are very concerned about this matter and we would like an opinion
from you regarding the above article.
’ °
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I have received your letter of March 6th and can
understand the concera prompting your communication.

With respect to your lnqnlry concerning the National
Council of Churches, I am not.jn a position to comment along the lines
you have suggested. Information contalned in the files of this Bureau
must be maintained as confidential in accordance with the regulations
of the Department of Justice and is available for ofiicial use only. 1
rcgret I am unable to be of help in this instance and hope you will not
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to this
group. /

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest

to you. .
. : a2 ¥
Sincerely yours, 6 L;.‘
R X m Mﬁ 3] :~
- Covue John Edgar Hoover h'/ = ’,f'
Director
Enclosurcs (4)
,-’ ¢ Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 0_/
' 5,\"  4/1/61 LEB Intro J
F 4/11/62 Internal Security
seimes —— Faith in God--Our.Answer to Commnniam
o NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buﬁles. ‘ entions no
Caiwm —— giigcific church and may well bé'h ipember of Jehovah's Wi s of the Churcl
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March 6, 1964

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Office of Public Information .
Washington, D.C. ~

Dear Sirs:

As a Christian minigter I have been confronted with frequent -
condemnations of th& National Council of Churches. The accusation

seems to be this: that the National Council of Churches is either a communist
front or a communist infiltrated organization. They seem to say this
because the NCC is active in the move toward racial equality.

If you have any information, therefore, regarding the loyalty of
the National Council of Churches relating to communism and race
relations, would you please send it to me. If I need to contact
another source for said information, would you be kind enough

to direct me to it. ) -

My sole aim in desiring this information is thatIl may serve to clarify
much confusion and misdirected criticism.

Thank you for your help. 1’

Sincerely,
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I have received your letter of March 8th and e &
want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my "
administration of the FBI. It is hoped that our future endeavors (0 & =
will continue to merit your support and approval. — = =

n00H

With respect o your inquiries, Iam not in a
posmon to comment along the lines you have suggested. Infor-
mation contained in the files of this Bureau must be maintained
as confidential in accordance with the regulations of the Department
of Justice and {8 available for official use only. I regretlam
unable to be of help in this instance and hope you will not infer
either that we do or do nbt have data in our files relating to the
individuals and groups you mentioned.

Enclosed is some merature which I trust will be of
. interest to you.
WAie519 |

MAR 16 1964
oMM 70 ¥ Fnc Hoowee 4 X

o

Enclosures (4) (/ “/
Let 8 F%Communlsm Sanel '

Yo “ﬁ%‘r tatemgﬁtmtl-?? '&mm /}:ﬁ‘“‘/
Helmont LEB Io - o

e _—— NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buﬁles__.;f??f\:.

Sincerely yours,
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J. Edgar Koovér N
Pederal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

"

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I an inquirinz for facts concerning members of the Governing
Body of tue®iational Council of Caurches.

At a recent Church meetinz, a representative of this or-
ganization stated that a letter was in taneir flles from
you stating flatly tanat there are no Comnunists in the
or;anization's leadership.

I have in my possession literatyre printed by the Clrcuit
Riders, Inc., 110 Government Place, Cimclinatti 2, Oalo,
waich is in conflict with this. According to thls litera-
turc, at least thirty men who helped write "The Standard
Revised Version of tne Bible" under tie auspices of the
National Council of Churcnes, are, or have been affiliated
with various Pro-Com:nunist projects, fronts, and pudlice- /’
tions., Snecifically, I would like inforuation conccrning
Leroy Watermau, University of licuigan; W. Russell Bowie,
Grace Caurchi, New.York; Fleuinzy James, University of the
South, Sewanee, Tenn.; Prederick C. Grant, Seabury-destern
Theologicul Seminary; Luther A. Welgle, Yale University
Divinity School. Even though these men may not be actually
menbers of the Communist Party, taey are reported to be
conciously serving the Communist cause.

If you arc not permitted to release information on indivi-
duals, any information that you can furnisih substantiating
ties betwcen Coanunist activities and individuals acco-
ciated with tae lational Council of Cuurches would be most
helpful.

We vino arc most seriously coﬁ§é¥¥gd about tae menace of
Cowwunicn deenly apprceciate your dedication to duty and ex- .
cazplary perior.ance ir tee high ofﬁ%w‘nich you hold. / / R
e . > - . - /_ } .
S - o /60 fai(.y [itie
Thic is wost ur.ent, end a prompt reply would be éfe' oK' [ .
ap; reciated. . S ~ s

,.:.-ac MAR 17 1

-~ 0
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Sincerely,
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Your letter of March 8th has been received,
and I regret I am unable to comment on your inquiry.

I would like to point out that information in
our files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to
regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope you will
not infer either that we do or do not have data concerning
the National Council éf Churches in our files.

Sincerely yours,
. 8. Edgar Hoover

John Edgar Hoover
. . Director

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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“epartmint of Co-vnunic~tions
farch 9, 1964

Federal llurcau of fTnvestigotion

Mousc ~fice luilding

¥Vashington, i.7. ,

. e .. i
tGentloemens ' : . L
The “tarch 1964 issuc of the Church News
A crrriced an item statine thot investigation of the
" 'Matinnal Council oF Churches had revealed nn hasis
for charges theot tgv N.t.h, herbars Communist
svmpr.thizers,
ve vould Like “n receive any drta your organi-
. zation has concerning your latest disposition of this

matter,

Sincerely,

Y - By,

9 g: A IR
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I have received your letter of March 8th and can .
understand the concern prompting your communication,
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With respect to your inquiries, Iamnotins
position to comment along the lines you have suggested. Information
contained in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in
this instance and hope you will not infer either that we do or do not
have data in our files relating to the groups you mentioned.

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be of
interest to you. = & :
. m
Sincerely yours, g =
& Edgar Hoovet M=
s N
®©: g
John Edgar Hoover —y 3 /éwl
Director x . LA
s @
3¢ . Enclosures (4)
ek M's Fight Communism Sanely! Wl/ / ,u Y
5 * 'Internal Security statement, 4-17-62 i
L ol LEB Intro, 4-61
: peoya— 7 Faithiin God-rOur Answer to-Communism
E ot DTP jfg (&) L (Sne Bunote next page)
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-f:'_: NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. His question
1% labbded 4(a)-is being intentionally ignored. The attached copy of '
1 & _page A4057 of the Congressional Record - Appendix for 1961 sets
g % forth the data to which he referred. The quoted letter of the Director
E : pertains to the film, "Operation Abolition" and enclosed the pamphlet
: i "Communist Target - Youth.” To make reference either in support
of this letter or opposed to this letter would reawaken interest in the
pamphlet, "Communist Target - Youth, " which is no longer being
disseminated by the Bureau.
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. the money of the lalty and we have (wice
] - many members on the bard as do the
& we cedamed (o control these things.
e s véry grnerous of you o give your money
8 nto our keeping. We know we have your
snuls And If we were 10 mets Up your souls
the way se mess ap your mowney. may God
fave mercy npon your souls.

Well, the National Council of Churches of
Christ bas found itacl!. in the last several

pos-
sibility that & Communiat might sneak in.
We have on the board 10 bishoje, we have 10
prirsts, we have § laymen, and § laywomen.
We have 33 votes—again Lthe clergy out vot-
tng the laymen and the laywomen 20 to 12.
Some of the bishops who represent us on the
Matjonal Council nf Churchics is the contro-
wveraial bishop of California; snother one s
the bishop of Bethichem who is taking J. Bd-
gar Hoover to task about capital punishment.
and I assure you. of the two, I imagine

aboutl eapital punishme

Sishop of Deihichem, Pa Two of the clergy
who are on this bnurd are extreme liberals,
one helongs 1o 14 urganizations which

the U.N. The U.N. has more sy for us than
our own Government.

We find ourselves In a group that started
out giorious. It was to be an exchange of
fdeas. Christian brothers were to get to-
gether and have a mutual exchange. The
Episcopal Church §s In it. Do they speak for
me? Do they speak for us? 1 would say
ng members, since we

i

Now, there are tngs that are
controversial. § do not plan to debate 8o~
clalized medicine. people more capable than
I can do that. 1 do not plan 10 debate the
ethnic problem. that has been debated by
poopie not ss intelligent as 1. One of tho
probiemns that the National Council

&

3

can—A Re.din: List.” 3 will have this back
at enllee. 1 will also have one of the books
on that Jixt back at coffre. this book is called
“Colne 1ind” and ] direct your atientinn
to wtes 104-105. 1 recommend that

. ,"\“ u,:'
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Liher thing that the NMational Council
of Churches has done Is that they have
asked that the cirrpy not show the morie
“Operation Abalition™ because they main-
tain that the Un-American Activities Come
mitiee and the FDI have “framed™ this Blm.
Now, Mr. J. Edgar Floover s not ruaning for
sny job. he has it made ] think. Read his
book “Aasters of Dreeit” and youll find
out whether or not any Communists hare
gotten into the church. The dlahop of the
dinrese got quite concerned about the movie
“Operation Abnlition.” Me wrote Mr. J.
Edgar Hoover. Msy I quots his letter from
Mr. Hnover:

“Dear Bissior Masnw: 1 have received your
Jetter dated Aarch 3, 1961, with ila en-

cloauren, and youww i writing 0 me

18 indaed appreciated.

The Bim “Operation Abolition™ has been
sponsored and distributed by the Committee
on Un-American Aclivities, US. Iouse of
Representatives, and the FBI had no con-
nection with ita preparatinn. Therefore, I
eannot comment on this Bim.

You may be interested, however, in read-
ing the enclosed pamphiet entitied “Com-
munist Target—Youth” which contains my
report concerning the disturbances in 8an
Prancisco, Calif., in May 1960, in connection
with a Bearing of thix Crmmittee, Addi-
tinnal enple. of this pamphlet ean be made
avaliable (0 you upon request. I am sure
you will agree after reviewing this pamphiet
that it clesrly fllustrates the Communist
tactics and strategy involved in these dis-
turbances. .

In addition to the above pamphiet. I am
enclaeing some maidfial on the menace of
eommuniam avallable for general “distridu-
tion by the ¥BI. *

I trust the sbove information and the
enclosed material will be of assistance to you.

' J. Encar Hooven,
1 have that pamphiet. In the back of ¢
pamphiet are pictures from the film
ation Abolition™ showing Archie Brown and
DBrodsky callig out “open the door.”
shown the movie twice, and if
enough people interested I aball
.;aln.
On the matter of literature there are
thinga that 3 want (» read to you.
s very Bippant lord’s Prayer. This s
bestnic type peayer which ls sponsored by
the National Council of Methodist Youths.
Iquote: :
) “LORD'S PRATER—TEENAGE VERSION
T . "0, dsdily, O
Who are the most
Hurrah far your support

My perronality integrate, .
All my physiqure develop, )
My nervous system éalm,

$n body as in mind.

Prepare me pnew tempo.

Our dally jive.and

Release Ux from our parents
And other repressed victims,

Lead us Into more self-expression,
And much less boredom,

fi
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Eﬁ% March 8, 1964
95@ Mr. J. Bdgar Hoover, Director
+ 3 Federal Bureau of Investligation .
x4 Woshington, D.C.
] J} . .- - 3
E;g Dear Mr. Hoover: : “:igfk”:/’
i Jé I am writing you as & member and Ruling Elder of thm
P Presbyterian Church, Our local church é? -
- Jurisdiction of the Géneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church

in the United States, which for some years has been affiliated with
the”National Council of Churches of @hrist. Literature oritisizing
the N.C.C. and implying that it is a Communist-front organization
prompts this letter to you. As an active Christian, I know you
must have experienced some situations where your particular denom-
ination has been hurt by apparently unfounded denunciations relating
it or allied organizations or individudls to Communism or as being
"pink", red, or some other shade of the popular color for Communists.
Knowing that answers coming from my own church or from my Congress-
ional representatives may be bigsed and 8o would be ilneffective as

a countermeasure against the undermining of faith in our church
leadershi», I am asking you to assist me in this matter in order to
give clarification to either me or those who condemn my churches
affilietion with the N.C.C. and the World Council of Churches..
S8pecifically:

*(1) Is the Nationel Douncil /of Churches of Christ considered a
Communist-front organization?

2) Have any of its leaders been active or inactive Communists?

3) Do organizations or individuals publishing literature which
attempts to discredit or cast doubt oa tie patriotism of cer;“’z_,
tain reli;ious groups normally come under the scrutiny of thL
F.B.I. for the possibility of themselves being subversive?(by
dividing the church). Bunh literature would be as followss
(a) Copy of 1961 Congressional Record-Appendix, pages A4056 and

24057, "Extensfion of Remarks of Hon. Dale Alford of Arkansas
in the House of Representatives, June 6, 1961.(Copy made
avallable by "The Network Of Patriotic Letter Writers-

P.0. Box 2003D- Pasadena, California.] Cost: 60 for §1.00.

(RS ViEw
h-\ . e M I.
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(b) "Deceivers", an ll-page booklet written by Ebenezer lyers,

, 210 Vance Btreet, lenoir, N.C., dated Sept. 6, 1958. Hr.

e lyers is a retired Methodist minister-Western N.C. Conference.
o The booklet was apparently published by the “Circuit Riders,
Inc.", an organization of "fine sound Methodist laymen" who
¥r. Myers says checked on Methodist preachers who have
Communist-front records and this corporation, he says, "has

a 1ist in a book of 2,109 Methodist preachers with more }han
three citstions by the Congressional Comnitteeg = - = =."

S g ms/’f—ﬁf—rﬁ/oﬁ o
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" (4) The quessions ‘cemed with the foresoin‘Brasraphs ares

(a) Does Mr. Hoover agree with the way his name and letter
has been used in the quoted pages of the gcopy of the
Congressional Record?

(b) Are the "Circuit Riders, Inc" accurate in their accusations
of the 2,109 Methodist préachers? . R

¥r. Hoover, my reasons for wanting clear information on this subject
48 to be able to defend my church and what it stands for. Without -
having adequate informatfion on this subject which I can bslieve, I
am at & loss to talk, much less refute this issue whth those around
me who are condemning the N.C.C. If the N.C.C. needs condemning,

" I want to know that too!

Will appreciate all information or clarification you can give me
on ¢his matter.

Respectfull

. * .~
B L. T
. - = A -
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Your letter of March 3, 1864, has been received.

R

With respect to your inquiry concerning the
National Council of Churches, the FBI being an investigative
agency of the Federal Government neither makes evaluations
nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of any
organization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust
you will understand why I am not in a position to comment along
the lines you have suggested. You may be assured, however,
that this Bureau has not investigated this group.

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of
interest to you.

sméerely yours,

MAILED 3Q
MAR 111964 & Edgat Hoover

Enclosures (4) \ ¥ I%’Z
Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
4-1-61 LEB Introduction L A

4-17-62  Internal Security pin 1t TR 8
Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism . - T
INOTE! Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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Federal Bureav of Invertiration
Yashineton, D. C.

Near Sirs:

As you know, within the lact several years there hasg been discuss-
jons within the Chrigtian Body as to Communist infiltration enc
influence within th r'ational Council of Churches of Christ in the
Unitcd States of America. Arizona, being like most of our country,
has not bezen without this discussion. There have been many study
grouos on this subject within the Phoenix area. It has had eifect
within our Diocese and in almost every parish and misrion of the
Diocese, including my owvn parish church in Several of
there grouns have teen lead by people ..o a:;€ exirenely excitable,

I would like to know if your records show Communist infiltrziizn c©
a3t within *he Yaticnal tornril of Churches of Christ in the
United States of Americs, ;If you arc not permitted to release mater-
ials or statements on this subject, would you please suz-est to who.:

. rey vrite,

Fajthful

" ey

wwer e R - o r——— Ty S
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1 have received your letter of March 5th and
can understand the concern prompting your communication.

) With respect to-your inquiries, the FBI being
an investigative agency of the Federal Government neither
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual.
Therefore, I trust you will understand why Iam notina
position to comment along the lines you have suggested.

., i Ny I

I N RN .
e
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the National Council of Churches.

Enclosed is some literature I bope will be of
- interest to you.

Sincerely yours,
6. Edgec Heclin
John Edgar Hoover

.'(V‘c\l Enclosures (4)
) Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
Twe ——— 4-1-61 LEB Introduction
4-17-62 Internal Security

Gime —— Faith in ‘God--Our Answer to Communism.

NOTE: Correg’?ondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. " -
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You may be assured, however, that the FBI has not investigated
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Mr. J. Edger idoover
Director, F.B.I.
Washineton, D. C.

,) " tar #-

I am a member of & local Mcthodist Chusch that firnds itself, elong
with 1ts' nister churchers in this area, In the midst of a well :
.“orgzﬁizcd “"emear" campaign. It is concerned with accusations toward
“t¢he™®ational Council_of Churches = of which the Methodist Church is

a memher,

Dear ¥r. Hoover,

The Nationul Council of Churches it accusrd =7 teing Communiatic, thot
members of its' policy-makins hoards and heads of the organizstion
eithar h2long to Communist greoups, or are memhers of the Communist
Party Stse)f, There ara many documents, photoztats of checks, court
records, ani etker snch "records”, that are chown with the 1iterature
being distrituted,

Along with thia tyove nf accueatlion gocs th~ charge of aiding in racial
‘vinlénce, and fubtherins inteczration. .While we may or may not agree
with the s%z2nd the Naticnal Council of Churches has taken on race, we
fcel it 1s unjust to allow an crznirotion mada up of 3l different
denoninations t~ he eslled Communistic. If there he any truth in
the=c¢ charies, then, it is only right that those of us interested in
juntice and fair gay, be 1n?crmod.

Ul “. ‘.5‘ Ryt AN bl « AaiE - ': Y e ekt elta a .A.'..-: R --- <::._ ,.;A.. -“; N .
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Jo f£1ad tha% 2= a resuli of these charges our menrbers are withirawing
their nresence and support. Fot just for thce Fethc.idlst Church are we
conzerncd and fearful, but we fear for 2)1 the Christlan churches in
-our 1and vho will be silenced and unjustly condemnecd.

We have benn told that an indepcndent group knovm =2 the “Circuit
Pidere" have printed sorme of the material distributed. I would also
13be tn knou tre backoronnd of Carl Nelntyre, wne 3s one of 2 group
dedicated %o dc~troyine the Methodist Church by his unrclenting chirgzes
that the Musthodist Churcl:, nnd tre authors of their litcrature, are
Communists, or =2rc Coromnistically inspired,

caunins @4anension and rifts in the churches in eur land arc weprks ’
with the Communist schiome of things themselvea. I sm heartsick over '~
the havoe tunee pgroupes ore causing. '

I would an-reciste yovr prompt renmly. It sceres to w2 that‘grcups £ "\

Yours sinrcee
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I have recelved your letter ol March 4th, and l want REC O
- to thank you for your generous remarks concerning this Bureau. n o
.- 18 hoped that our mture ondeavou will continue to merlt your -upport

.. . llﬂ lPPl'OVal. JEAE I ‘-".';“,-"- ...,' .f- _,.' - .";.:

'

With rupect to your lnquiry about the National Oouncﬂ
of C!mrches, the FBI being an investigative agency of the Federal = -
Government neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the .
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. .
Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to comment
"along the lines you have suggested. You may be sure, howaver, that thh
Bureau has not investigated thu group -

Encloeed ts some uterat\n-e vluch Ihope will be d mtorut

MAR 10 1964
COMMER

.Emlosuru @ e g
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4/ 17/ 62 Internal Security Statement
semew ——Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
&,.;——rm LEB Intro 4/1/61 i

——Faith In Freedom"

:r-—:—RO’rD Correspondent Is not identiflable ln Bufnes.
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Federel Bureau of Investigation .
*Shmn, D.C. .

Gentlemen;

The purpose of this inquiry is to find ocut if there
communistic activity within the Katiomml Council of Churches of Christ
of America, If so, how much effect.loes it have on y

the Council's work,

I included in the lay lsadership of a Methodist
and quite mhml.‘lyitia ourjobtonﬁ.chrht
.of aanything ommistic. L.

If the National Council of churchea is adversely involved we mst look for

methods €6 correct this immediately and what can be more effective than
effort on the local church level?

My thanks to the Bureau ;'or its patriotic vigilance and determimation,
Yours very truly, )
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' of any organization,

. you will understand why
the lines you have sugge

‘es ...p
o .
P e
o 8"
- t . -
I .y .
e . 2 . [ “ "
~ J. L d - - . a . . ’
! 9 - - . ‘
. SV . : _ . N
o .,aw:..w.l.d.. c( . .‘lrw R s ﬂ' .. v, i .... . - . f .
h N et R B T O L ST NITRL T e
” ....“ X - g &0 Jou LR Iy P .-.L _.... AR q... - w r ..
i ' ..’., ..’...- ’-,A. f. _-_.m. v e. ' \. LA 4 ’» A LJ lml é <
. N 2 A P ™ RO Y R I u..t. &oﬂ.» S h
. . A M * A, T e

3 53PH

.v.ww e
..S.g-_.ms..a R

Am. H.._

thlsBmaplasnotluve

c e -

‘.

Kl

5 T
2%

.

.
e, .

3,

of interest to you.

b7 -

e

4-17-62

. Communism: The Bitter Ene

-y
F e

ide

L d

-

.

Let's Fight Communism Salielyl
" Faith in God--Our Answer to Communisn

—— LEB Intro, 1-61 -
Internal Security Statement,
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

@ /j I am interegted in some information concerning & book by Edgar C.
B

undy entitl ollectivism in the Churches. _ -

I really dislike having to bother you with such a trivial matter,
but this does have degrees of vitjl importance in my work in the
ministry. I wish you would give -me any information you have as to the

validity of the gomments made in this book concerning Commmnism infil-
trating into theeﬁational Council of Churches and other areas of church
life in the Christian religion in America. would like to kmow if you
bave any character references of the author, Mr. Bundy.

I am interested to gain “his information for my own personal use,
as you are well aware of the problems that are developing in the churches
in America. As one minister within the midst of many, I am sincerely

interested in being able to evaluate what is happening in our day in the
° trends of church life.

I would certainly appreciate all the attention that you can give —-52"
this matter. :

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

P.S. I1f you have any. recent information or u'ticlos relatod to whsther
Commmism has or has not infiltrated much into our churches, or ehurch -
related organizations, I would certainly be grateful for this sdditional

information. msﬁ /’a’ ﬂ{bf-—jO?;
1 3-Jo- “‘ﬁ @\"? @
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3% M. R, L. C. LJLLIVAN-. ., 1l - ir. lohr L
7 s 1 - XLr. DeLoach e 2
L 1l - dr, Sullivan -7 ..,
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33 s oin called m. to sdrice that the Kothelil ct“‘.-.*'.:.

~eT oiSs ':';.. ~cTion ir South Carcliru, Alabamz zpd westera Fioric:
31 e bel . .. so.ue senlaars On con.urnis: this suaer. He said 1.¢ . %
‘..,.., been ccocEirseé about the dangers o commtnisn “n thLe TUnited Sties
rr2 t:.8 is o932 ~eason why he and otier Letaslisis ilke Lin are
an : ~ °v. iaterest in ec.a-atiu fhe pecdile cscaceraingz the
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- 2u:z at t. .2 SC......rs whic: =3 48 orsanizing. As Tlhe Bureau ..10w:,
CZes”. <hit - C.._,.u- 20% be lectiuring : iy more than i3 zl.colutei:

- el Yy Bistop Zirc... if I could give two OF 1. S

} .. 00, £.7 WO or tharee tinc3 a e In viev o <t1is, I \.o
il 2 ’.ibertv o. explaining to Bisghop L..2X<ia 4t would be ve
iv-t I couv™ " t eny £:¢. invit

Ec G the ..2tbodiscs, Preso,v..C----
.,..:.er c urches, &8s ve.. ac .3 Kati. -1 Council of Caurches, :o¢
~La> const =t bor.bard.-..n. and £:1 hi- 11athodist ciorgycen are ce.used
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:xzorandun-fcr lr, Celront
.-3: BISHOF P.UL TROIN, JR,

'=nle matter anc also explain ¢hact the Kzitional Council 18 rot a co--
. murist front, I explained to Bishop iariin that we do not evaluste
. R3cicly persoss or organizaticns and that 48 regerd to the Nationai
eoxacii we have rever investigatved the Council. Ee wondered about tie
‘7zont” acc.satioa, I told biu tié 'Kztional Counci. of Churches hic

t o3en de.ignated under Executive Trder 10450, waich contains o list
. -- v>Zaniziclons declared sudversive by the -ttorney General, J/za:..
& poinlad c.t we haa ret investigated tie National Council of Crurcies,”
Swz 2onlied .2t this is uiderstandable for certainly there could be a.
Tersox to 4. .hat, Bishop llardin referred to my lecture at Lake
v .nlusia &iid 1entioned that at that tire I had said in rezard tc a
{-<3itica tL. T Tii2 overwhelming majori:cy of the clergymen in thie couatry
were 1oyal ©c our Nation and I told hin that was right, I d4id sy so
¢..<. I also £.:d taat the churcktes had been a communist target £0r many
J:ars ond wouil rerin 8o and there had been sons infiltratiom dowa

<hlouch the - :avs, but the overvhelming sajority
2auzist
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ﬁenorandun. for Mr. Belmont g
RE: BISHO? PAUL HARDIN, JR. . e

B=COMITENDAT .ON:

~ 2~ I be authorized to call Bishop Paul Hardin and tell

r.= the matier has been considered very thoroughly but because of

<he ex:irece ¥ heavy burden placed on the Bureau it is not possible
-0 furnish-a speaker for the seminars which he plans.

/ D e Wt
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I have received your letter of Feb;uary 21st and vant
to thank you for your kind remarks about my administration of the FBI. It

is hoped that our future endeavors will continue to merit your support and
approval.

<!

With respect to your inquiries, I have been misquoted if I have
been identified as being either in gupport of or against the statements you :
mentioned. The FBI being an investigativé agency of the Federal Government
neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or
integrity of any organization, publication or indivicual. In addition, informa-
tion contained in our files must be maintained a3 confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official use
only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to
comment along the lines reported in the material referred to by you. You
may be assured, however, that this Bureau has not investigated the National
Council of Churches.

As you may know, UNESCO and UNICEF are affiliated with
the United Nations. For this reason, I am taking the liberty of forwarding
a copy of your letter to The Honorable, The Secretary of State, Washington,
D. C., for any information he may be able to furnish you.

I am enclosing some material which I hope will be of interest

/ (/8 7/' Bmieégg yours, _
/ ) (See NOTE and Encnosunes next page)

D LIS TIm cumwe moawt SSe T e S € e s e
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NOTE: Correspondent '_is;_' not fdentifiable in Bufiles. The copy of
correspondent's letter’sént by form this date to State Department.

4/1/61 FBI LEB Intro ]
*Faith in God--Our Answer To Communism"

»Faith In Freedom" 12/4/63

4/17/62 Internai Security Statement

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
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E¢%r Nr Hoover: '

Several members from various denominations of protistentchurches in

."u-d/
Q
J

N,

W

et

NI s TR R e

the La Jolla area, have becnme increasingly concerned about & trend we
think is developing; emphasizing legislative programs and the over-empha- -

£1zing of the National Council of Churches.

Becaure of this concern, we have formed a study group, primarily to
investigate the influence; 1f any;of the N.C.C. on our churches: in regard

to legislative matters, and as to it's stand on communism.

I would like to tstress that we are not extreme in our views; we_have
no feelings of racism; nor do we necessarily agree with the views of Bllly

fﬁE Hargis or Carl Fac Entire. Our group is wade up of doctors, lawers, house-

:éE wives, buriness men, but most of all Christians.

L) A

We are diligently seeking alI!points of view an the subject, so that

.

L&g we can constructively learn the facts.

B '

4 In seeking one point of view, I attended a church meeting of Lutherans:
=% '

to hear their minister discuss'"Christians, Communists, and the N.C.C."
The minister made the following statements, not only in his name, but in
the name of the Lutheran Church of America. I quote from printed material
he distributed. :

"americanc who know what communirts believe ané how they goqpuét them-
selves and who have real knowledge of the organizations and‘pefpbng'liéied’
below will agree with the following statements:

There are no comrunists or communist sympathizers in the leaderrshilp
of the N.C.C.

" There are no communists or srympathizers in resnonsible position in

any denomination having membership in the X.C.C. ;_: th .

There are no communists or cﬁegsést ay;rpathi“m‘m t.be ﬁﬁof
r the American Civil Liberties Upion. (A resoiﬁtion; ;dbbté‘(ih 1940, bars
PN T e
- Il "’/L’,',/ ( "”a‘) , (- ' T 30 1968 <3\
§ , /\Wk‘ ?‘_'} . ""a"ij . j' . [ WAR » ;",—)LM. ‘("
. ! ‘."'\'.v -*

A o ' Y
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i* -edpporters of com{ 11st or other totalitaria octrines from serving.)

. There are no

unistes or communi st syn¥Enhizers in the leadershlp
* of.the N.A.A.C.P.
There are has never peenvb communist or a communist sympathizer

4n the Presidency or on the Supreme Court.

RIS

UNESCO 18 not Pcommunist or communistic”.
UNICEF is not "communist or communistic". "
We will certaiﬁly agree about the Presidency, and the SupremeICt.

" But we do question some of these other organizations, not so much from
the leadership point of viev, but rather from the communist sympathizer
point of view, '

The reason for writing to you about this 15 that ke you were listed
as one of the Americans who agrees with these stateunents. '

Realizing you cannot often'Zhsﬁerﬁthese typees of problems, 1f thece
statements are in part un-true cnuld you recommend where we might find
further factual material resﬁrding this subject. If on the other hand
you agree completely with théne ntatements, would you let us know this?

’ Ye appreciate all yon have done and are doing for our Country.

Sincereiy,

m——— (- A e mat * 7. IEND ke i e S e T R L
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March 6, 1864

" pear QU

I have received your letter of March 2nd and can
understand the concern prompting your communication.

With respect to your inquiries, the FBI being
an investigative agency of the 'Federal Government neither makes
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity
of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, this
Bureau has not made a statement either in support of or against
the National Council of Churches. I have, however, assured
individuals that the FBI h?s not investigated this group.

Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be
of interest to you.
Sincerely yours, o

A

Leprhon 0 AHE
John Edgar Hoover
Director

MAR 5 - 1954
COMMFBI

- Enclosures (5)

'E: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.

-17-62 Internal Security Statement
et's Fight Communism Sanely!

./ 4-1-61 LEB Intro . T

v Faith in Freedom Q)

- f%ig‘ in God--Our Answer to Communism
il Lo 1958 T TR
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lir. J. Bdgar Hoovor, Director
Fedcral Burcau of Imvestigation,
w&m’&on, D.C.

1y doar lir. Hoovor:

This arca is being badly divided over the part that the
Bureau of Investdgation has take.p in the controversy as to
the Conunistic influence in the National Council of the . .
the Chrches of Christ in America anl only you can settle

‘4t so far as I can sce.

First: The statenent has boen widely published that the
Burcau of Investigation did investigate the Natioanl Council
of Churches and exoncrated it and its menbers of any Cocmun-
istic leanings or influence. ' /

Second: the above statement is betng countered by those who
clain to have seen an official statenment by you that no such
investigation was over made.

Tould you please be good Bnough to tell me which of the
above is correct? And if any investigation or report was mado
by you or the Bureau I would much apprcciste a copy, or refer-
ence to vhere a copy misht be consulted.

I an very truly yours,

m”“m

32 MAZ 0 195
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Your letter of February 23rd and enclosure bave yA
been received.

In response to your inquiry regarding the National
Council of Churches, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of
the }ederal Government and, as such, does not make evaluations
por draw conclusions as to the ¢haracter or integrity of any organ-
ization, publication or individual. Thé FBI has not investigated the
group you named, and I am unable to comment regarding it.

With reference to " The Dan 8moot Report" you
forwarded, you may be interested in knowing that Mr. Smoot was
employed in the FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1042, until
June 15, 1951, when he voluntarily resigned for personal reasons.
Since his writings at the present time are personal ventures of his
own, It is not possible for me to comment concerning them. Your

° enclosure is being returned.

Sincerely yours, | ')// érie
' Bigar Hoowe: 3
MAR 3 - 1964 % & : o’\&,

COMMFR! / (”3? ,// John Edgar Hoover
' : _ Director

’

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. He enclosed a copy of
Tese .—— the January 13, 1964, issue of "The Dan Smoot Report” which is an attack
w —— on the’National Council of Churches. It is to be noted that in this 1ssue, Smoot «
Saiien does not, as previously, refer to hiinself as a former Administrative - :
Deieecs — Assistant to Mr. Hoover but his wording has been changed to "'two years on
ca-—— FBI Headquarters staff in Washington. " A o=
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2/23/64

Dear Mr. Hoover

Enclosed is a report on the N. C. C.,Could you please tell me if
there is any truth to this.

If there is, what can you advice us to do about it.
Thank You

Yours in Christ

P. S. I am a member of the mhurch of America.

/
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Ina speech at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on January 6, 1964, Senator Barry Goldwater, saying
that a “mind fed by communism” produced the assassination of President Kennedy, declared:

“To anyone who blames America for the tragedy which struck in Dallas, I say you libel our
people and purposely misread our politics. It was not a mind nurtured by American philosophy
that turned to violence . . . . '

*Mark this well — the day we it anyone to equate protest with hate, we will set the .
stage for one-party tyranny and the end of apen debate. To anyone who says that honest op-

position breeds hatred, 1 say you lic — that yop pervert the very basis of our government.

America urgently needs leadership which .expresses such wholesome national pride and such,
simple, forthright accuracy in evaluating momentous events. Compare the tone of Goldwater's e
marks —in a fund-raising political — with that found in the pronouncements of America’s "
“seligious” leaders just a month before, when the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the US.A. met in its Sixth General Asseu)bly at Philadelphia, December 1 to 7, 1963.

Much of the speech-making at the Assembly was devoted to commentary on the assassination
of President Kennedy. J. Irwin Miller, retiring President of the National Council, said:
«And now in this last shocking week, like birds of illomen, all our fears, our unharnessed

hates, our selfishness which we have tried to rename ‘Liberty’ — they have all come bome in one
dreadful act, and have forced us to our knees in shame . . . S

> ___ Ina formal "Message To The Churches.” the Sixth General Assembly of the National Council

20 of Churches said: . : L=
*With the loss of our President we . . . . see . . . the disclosure of mounting hatreds in the ..;-

nation which threaten our very structure as a democracy . . . . In recent days we have looked up-’

on the incredible horror of hate in our nation the full extent of which remains unknown ... .

Surely we are under the judgment of God.™”

{-_-‘;:_j THE DAN SMOOT REPORT, s magazine lisbedmryweekby'l‘hebuwupon.ln:..uiliu
L address P. O. Box 9538, Lakewood Scation, Dallas, Texas 75214; Telephoae TAylor 1-2303 (office sddress
6441 Gaston Avenue). Subscription rates: $10.00 a year, $6.00 for 6 months, $18.00 for two years. For first
class mail $12.50 a year; by sirmail (indudingAPOadPPO)Slt”uyu:.Repﬂoudqod&i-n-:l
for 25¢; 6 for $1.00; 50 for $5.50; 100 ot $10.00 — esch price for bulk mailiag % oas person. Add

sales tex os all orders originating in Texss for Texas delivery. e sl
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.. " The ilcverend Dr. Funkﬁ

ittell (official
of the National Council a communist-
front record) alleged that ci? of the Na-
tional Council comes from “America's spiritual
underworld” and compared it with “attacks”
which can be found in communist newspapers
and in the “captive press under the Nazis."*"

R

The “racial question” in the United States
was the principal topic of discussion and action
at the National Council’s Sixth General Assem-
bly. The Assembly endorsed all provisions of the

Civil Rights Act of 1963, including

ifically the controversial “public ac
tions” section. It demanded that Congress “take
every step necessary” to pass the Bill. It urged all
Christians to write, call, or telegraph their rep-
gesentatives; and it sent busloads of Assembly

delegates to call on U. S. Representatives in .

Washington and demand speedy vote on the

measure.* . -~

“The National Council of Churches represents
church organizations whose total lay membership
is estimated at 40 million. The implication is that
40 million American Christians approve of lob-

ing, on the part of their churches, for the Civil
Rights Bill.'* The implication is false. The Na-
tional Council of Churches utilizes the prestige of
40 million American Christians and of their
churches, but does not express their will. It ex-

the will of officials who control the
National Council. Indeed, many activities of the
Council are objectionable, if not repulsive, to the
millions of Americans whose chulch donations
belp support the Council.

The Council Created liself

T he Federal Council of Churches was organ-
ized ‘in 1908. By the middle thirties, it was so
heavily infiltrated with communists that the Office
of Naval Intelligence branded it s subversive
group-" .

By 1950, pro-communist extremism in the
Council was so apparent that the organization

pport. A change of name—
/ leadership — was effected. In
November, 1§, the Federal Council merged
with 7 other church organizations™ and formed
the National Council of Churches. The old Fed-
eral Council leaders became the leaders of the
National Council. The ‘Federal Council Bslletin
for December, 1950, officially announced that -
“All the work of the Federal Council will con-
tinue under the new suspices.” ™ B

This "constituting convention” was held in
Cleveland, Ohio. Delegates of 28 church denom-
inations took their whole church families into the
National Council. Thus, denominational church-
es with a total membership of something like 28
million ‘people became members of the National
Council of Churches by the arbitrary action of a

was losing
but not of pol

~ few score delegates st the Cleveland convention.

The question was never submitted to individual
church congregations for approval ot ratification.
Today, the National Council represents the hier-
archy of 33 cooperating Protestant and Eastern
Orthodox denominations' whose total lay mem-
bership is estimated at 40 million.

The Repulsive

In 1957, the department of racial and cultural
relations of the National Council of Churches
published a 40-page pamphlet entitled “The Ne-

o American— A Reading List.” It was a recom-
mended reading list of 240 books for church
people —both children and adults.

On April 20, 1960, United States Representa-
tive Donald L. Jackson (Republican, Californis)
discussed the National Council's reading list in
aspeed‘ntoﬁ:este.Somebooksonﬂ:elist
contain passages so filthy that Mr. Jackson, in def-
erence to good taste, refused to put sample pass-
ages into the Congressional Record. He told of 3
California boum_if_e'(ho,uyingbdettoﬂlﬂ
adults, quoted passages from some of the books,
but was told by Postal officials that the
was too obscene to mail. M. Jackson did, bow-
ever, discuss a few of the suthors:

Page 10




e.
& -
i
|

R S A S
RYTIUREY RN
H VA O TP Fa P
» ACb ol > I TR N ) ke

R

"‘lf . .

“The late Ruth Benedic

(1) One of Victor Perlo’s bx is on the Na-
tional Council's reading list. Tgggbook was pub-
lished in 1953 by International ublishers, major
communist book-publishing firm in the United
States. Victor Perlo, a communist, was at one
time head of a Soviet espionage group inside the
U. §. Government.*

(2) One of Herbert Aptheker's books is on
the National Council’s list of recommended books
for church people. Aptheker is one of the chief
theoreticians of the communist party in the
United States.'™”

" {8) The late W. E. B. Du Bois was for many
years the leading negro communist in the United
States, a hero of international communism. A
fcw years before his death, Du Bois told an audi-
ence of Chinese communists, in Peking, that the
United States is an enemy of Africa, saying, “Be-
ware, Africa, America bargains for your soul.”
He urged Africans to “arise” and join the Soviet
bloc. Commenting upon the trial of Julius and
Eshel Rosenberg (Soviet spies), Du Bois said of
the American people: -

=We are the murderers hurling mud. We are
the witchhunters drinking blood.”***

In a poem praising communist China, Du Bois
wrote these lines:

“Down then, religion and church . . ! away
myth and miracle, creed and dogma. Rejoice,
honesty, God lives again! But not your God,
Europe and Americal Not that, mot that; No
Christ to kill, no faith to fan. What China
worships is a man. A workingman.”

One of W. E. B. Du Bois’ books is on the Na-
tional Council of Churches' list of “best” books
«gafe to recommend for children.”

(4) Shirley Graham, wife of the late W. E. B.
Du Bois, was also a leading American communist.
The National Council of Churches’ reading list
recommends six of her books."*”'

(5) Gene Weltfish, who has an extensive com-
munist front record, was dismissed from Colum-
bia University in 1953 after she had accused the
_United States of waging germ warfare in Korea.

A ict also had an extensive

- communist record. A book by Weltfish and Bene-

dict is on the National Council of Churches’
secommended reading list.”"

(6) Gunnar Myrdal is a Swedish socialist. His
oon is an official of the communist rty in
Sweden. Myrdal's book, 4n American Di X

- — "'l

M;‘J.i'

States Constitution as “im-
raclical and 28ited for modern conditions.”

¢ accuses th®@¥Founding Fathers of intrigue
which made the “Constitutional Convention . . .
nearly a plot against the common people.” An
American Dilemma is on the National Council
of Churches’ recommended reading list for Amer-
ican church people."*” ) oA

criticizes the

(7) E. Franklin Frazier, a writer for commu-
nist publications who has been associated with
dozens of communist {ronts, has two books on
the National Council of Churches' reading list.
One of the two books—The Negro In The l}nued
States—has been favorably reviewed in at least

two communist party nﬂﬁtpeﬂ. the Deily
Worker and the People’s World."™

(8) Alan Lomax has been associated with 15
or more communist fronts and has been active’
as an entertainer at communist meetings. A book

by Alan and John Lomax is on the National
Council of Churches’ reading list."*'

- (9) Benjamin A. Botkin, who has been associ-
ated with 15 communist fronts, has one book on
the National Council'’s reading list.”'

10) Langstonb Hnghel;hh; years a leading
communist,”” who wrote the blasphemous poem
“Goodbye Christ,” has 9 books on the National
Council's reading list.""

‘W illiam Graham Cole wrote a pamphlet en-
titled Called To Responsible Freedom: The
Meaning of Sex In The Christian Life. The Of-
fice of Publication and Distribution of the Na-

New York 27, New York) published the pam-

~ Movement.

Th«emwordsind:isNaﬁaﬁlGoumil
of Churches pamphlet which 1 will not, in re-
specttothegoodtasteofmymdets.repatinmy
Report; but 1 have extracted enough to reveal not
only a preoccupation with erotica, but a falsifica-
tionofﬂ:emningofSctiptnres.Thepmphlet
iswtittmuadiilognemmcm:nd
ateemget,inutylemdm;guagewhidnbem-
thor, apparently, considers suitable for American

_ ﬁmkm'dme‘wsmmdwtbeim-
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" Word of God: -~

a'g;'na'iy teenager about sex((treedom and the

*We are asking you to t=Wa look at what
the Bible has to say about this whole problem
.« .. You may be surprised to discover how much
sense this dusty old book makes. For instance, 1
am sure you think the Bible takes a dim view of
sex in general — all that jazz about “Thou shalt
not’ and anybodﬁwho even thinks about sex is
already guilty. The fact is, however, that the
Bible as a whole is not onl strongly in favor of
sex, but also surprisingly frank about it . ...
“There is no suggestion anywhere that anyone
should be celibate . . . .

“Jesus had his greatest difficulty with a Froup
of characters known as Pharisees . . . . 1f they
were around today (and some of them are!), they
would have your relationships with the opposite
sex regulated totally. Holding hands in the back
seat of a theatre would be permitted as would a
chaste night kiss at the door, providing only
the lips met without further bodily contact. You
could neck in a parked car for six minutes and
thirty seconds, but no longer, and there would
be carefully detailed rules about what you co

and could notdo.... d

“Well, both Jesus and the Apostle Paul were
seeking to set men free from this sort of legalistic

bondage....

“You're being pulled in two directions oday.
One group says to you, ‘Be freel’ No rules, no
holds barred, anything goes. On the other side,
you are told, ‘Be responsible!’ Live according
to the rules of society, the dictates of your par-
ehts, and the faith of your church. Now ‘the
Christian life’ occupies a point in no-man’s land
between these two opposing camps. It says a
yes and a no to both sides. For the Christian there
are no laws, no rules, no regulations . . . . But
this does not mean that the Christian is irre-
sponsible, selfish, and capricious. He must al-
ways be concerned about the effect of his actions
on those around him . . ..

“Do you think there are definite rules govern-
ing your behaviour on a date? If so, then you
can stop right here. You have no ‘problem. You
know all the answers . . . . But if you are just
a little bit unsure . . . then we can continue our
‘m R XX °

“The trouble with most of society’s codes of
sexual morality is that they are almost entirely
concerned with the group, forgetting about the
needs and the problems of the individual . . . .

“Qfficially, Western civilization bas for some

time now ¥ gd al sexusl activity . . . before
marriage reed that mous fidelity

until death be the standard governing all
men. It has to block i ible sexual
activity by building up walls of guilt and shame
and anxiety about the whole business, seeking
to frighten the young into conformity with the
rules. The net effect has been to make people
feel that sex is ‘dirty,’ unclean, shameful —some- -
thing nice people never discuss and seldom do
except in strictest privacy-and then primarily for
purposes of parenthood. - ) :

“It is against this shadow of silence and shame
that many a modern has revolted . . .. This re-
volt is, of course, correct. Sex is a God-given fact
of nature . ... '

“Our culture declares that all sexual activit
within marriage is legal, proper, and )
while any such activity outside marriage is illicit,
sinful, and wrong. This is to ignore-the personal
dimension of life . . . . You and I know perfectly
well that there are many marriages that are
simply matters of convenience, that such sex as

on within in them is selfish, exploitative,
and evil. We know further that there is sexual
contact between unmarried couples that is moti-
vated by love and which is pure and on occasions

beautiful ....

“The real essence of immorality, from the
biblical standpoint, is for one human being to
treat another as a thing and not as a person . . . .

“The crucial question to be asked about any
sexual contact — from holding hands (0 complete
intercourse — is not so much what is done as what
is meant. A relatively mild necking session can
mean a crude and selfish abuse of a person as a
mere object while a more intense type of petting
can mean that two human beings are expressing
a genuine and deep love for each other. This is
why the attempt to set up elaborate rules govern- .
ing dating behaviour is so silly. Is it all night to
hold hands but wrong to pet? Society seems to
say 50, but then society has only its external con-
cern. It cares little or mothing for any motiva-
tion, only for results . . . . But as Christians we
are very much with inner motiva-
tion....

“In the personal, individual sense, then, what

ustifies and sanctifies sexuality is mot the ex-
ternal marital status of the p bel
but rather what they feel tow. g
their hearts. Measured in such a ny..bolllmg
hands can be very wrong indeed while intumate
sex-play can be::’h

Page 13 !
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* formation, a fice acceptai..e

* *“Christian freedom . ( ‘nyalves inner trans-
he law of love
« « « . When you live by law, there is no
bondage and no struggle bu:Wontancous self-ful-
fillment . . .. You are not bound by detailed rules
of bechaviour, telling you it is ‘all right’ to go so
far in expressing aflection for a member of the
opposite sex and all wrong to go farther. No one
outside yoursell can tell you that —not really.
“That is a decision you must make for yourself
in each concrete situation. With one person it
may be wrong to do anything at all becausc it
would be falsc and cheap, while with another
you may find yourself entering into a gradually
.deepening intimacy in which you discover your-
self . ...

“You have got to make up your own mind. in
the best light of your own conscience, what your
own standards of conduct are going to be, and
then do your best to live up to them. No one else
can tell you. And face it, you may be wrong . . ..

“The Christian faith is based on forgiveness, so
this is not our real problem . . . . the Epistle to
the Hebrews would have us continue to run she
race, looking to Jesus the author and perfector
of our faith, rather than look back in remorse

over the times that we 'stumble e oo e

The Objectionable /

. There is probably no activity of the National

_ Council of Churches more objectionable to most

Americans than the Council's debunking of
Ametican patriotism and its relentless propaganda
for a one-world socialist super-state which would
eliminate not only the independence of our Re-
public but our identity as a nation.

Years before the Council adopted its present
name, it was clearly on record as an advocate of
reducing America to the status of a province in a
socialist one-world.

On March 16, 1942, Time magazine reported
the highlights of a report adopted by 375 dele-
gates of the Federal Council of Churches attend-
ing a National Study Conference held that month
at Ohio Wesleyan University. The report, sub-
mitted by the Commission to Study the Bases of
a Just and Durable Peace, called for:

“Uliim{ Y, ‘a,world government of delegated
powers.’ abandonment of U. S. isola-
tionism. St immediate limitations on na-
tional sove ty. International control of all
armies K navies. A universal system of moncy

. « . Worldwide freedom of immigration. Pro-
gressive elimination of all tariff and quota re-
strictions on world trade . . . . A ‘democratically
controlled’ international bank ‘to make develo
ment capital available in all parts of the world
without the predatory and imperialistic after-
math so characteristic of large-scale private and
governmental loans.’”

The conference concluded:

“Many duties now performed by local and
national governments ‘can mow be effectively
carried out only by international authority.’ In-
dividual nations . . . must give up their armed
forces ‘except for preservation of domestic order’
and allow the world to be policed by an inter-
national army & navy ... .

“The ultimate goal: ‘a duly conitituted world
government of delegated powers: an international
fegislative body, an international court with ade-

‘quate jurisdiction, international administrative

bodies with necessary powers, and adequate in-
ternational police forces and provision for en-
forcing its worldwide economic authority.’”

T hree years later — 1945 — the Federal Coun-
cil of Churches was one of 42 national non-gov-
ernmental organizations invited to send delegates
to the international conference, at San Francisco,

. which founded the United Nations."” Support

for the United Nations, and for efforts to
“strengthen” and expand U N functions, has
been a major policy goal of the National Council
of Churches since the Council was formed."** The
UN represents a step toward a one-world socialist
super-state, which is a primary goal of the Coun-
cil (just as it is the primary goal of the interna-
tional communist conspiracy).

The United Nations is a godless organizatior
in which no Christian would ever be permittec
to testify officially to the saving grace of Jesu:
Christ; in which no_Jew would be permitted tc
expound the principles of his own religious faith
The governmental principles expressed in the

Page 13
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" United Nations Charter are

- & inimical, to the governmental p es expressed
.3 in the American Constitution and Bill of Rights.
;’f Yet, large numbers of American Christians and

Jews—and Americans of other faiths or of no
faith — believe that the UN is a noble organiza-
tion deserving praise and militant support. Re-
sponsibility for this wide-spread ignorance can be
attributed in large measure to propaganda of the
National Council of Churches (together with that
of other “religious” organizations, Jewish and
Catholic, which cooperate with the Council’s
4 & political ecumenism).

R
I O R Y R

- T R R

National Council officials realize that mass sup-
port for world government can never be created
425 in the United States until Americans abandon
725 their mational pride. Hence, debunking patrio-
J-& tism—subtly inculcating the notion that love of

W one's own country is somehow evil—is an insist-

¥ ent refrain in the National Council’s pronounce-
{38 ments. This fact can be seen in s es of Coun--
1 SL  cil officials at the December, 1963, meeting of the
g 9t Sixth General Assembly. America is 4 land of
5% bate, violence, and bigotry, whose people bave
=¥ shown insufficient concern for the rest of the
world: this is a theme which can be found in
- major es to the Sixth General Assembly of
the National Council of Churches.

- Christians generally feel that their faith lays
' upon them a responsibility to share their material
- blessings —to give aid to others in need; but giv-
ing is an individual responsibility, which must be
discharged voluntarily. The decision to give
(when, how much, and to whom) must be made
by the individual, prayerfully and in response
to his own conscience. When the federal gov-
emnment confiscates the earnings of people for
“'giving” to someone else (at home or abroad)
it not only violates the Constitution, but also robs
individuals of the means of giving in response to
conscience.

All of this should be obvious; but the Nation-
al Council of Churches distorts the obvious. The
Council supports every totalitarian welfare-state
and foreign aid program, with the spurious asgu-

ment that “we; a nation have a Christian re-

sponsibility to others less opulent. Some of
the Council's ludicrous misrepresentations

of Scriptures are in its arguments for foreign aid.
Note this ge from “The Message To The
Churches” adopted by the Sixth General Assem-
bly of the National Coundil: .

“As churches, we must actively
United Nations and adequate aid for developing
nations . . . . bearing in mind our Christian in-
junction to feed our encmies as well as our
friends and neighbors.”

Robbing Americans of the fruits of labor for

aid to godless dictators abroad is a Christian com-
mandment?

su . :ﬁc

What To Do

T he National Council of Churches is a pow-
erful political and legislative lobby for socialism,
hiding behind the facade of s Christian name. As
a “'religious” organization, it enjoys tax-exemp-
tion, which means, among other things, that con-
tributions to the Council are tax deductible.

On page 7 of Instructions for Preparing Your
Federal Income Tax Return Form 1040 for 1963,
the Internal Revenue Service says that gifts to &
religious or any other organization are not deduct-
ible for federal income tax purposes if the ocgan-
ization “conducts propaganda or otherwise at-
tempts to influence legislation.” Was the Nation-
al Council not attempting to influence legislation
in sending busloads of people to Washington to
lobby for the Civil Rights Bill, and in urging all
church people to lobby for it? If the Internal Rev-
enue Service would apply, to the National Coun-
cil of Churches, this rule which it enforces upon
tax-paying citizens and other organizations, the
National Council of Churches would die from
want of revenue. The organization is not legally
entitled to its tax-exempt status. SR

A

the IRS to require National Council compliance

with the Revenue Code; but it is unlikely that this
will ever be done.

Page 14
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Assembly, the National cil of Churches USA." 6 1963, 3 pp.
: urged all churches (in theil corporate invest- (4) Press Reic®? C48 GA. Nations! Cewacil of Churches, De-
. ments as well as in their purchasing and contract- cember 4, 1963, 8 . . _
= ing) to institute an economic boycott against all ) e s o Neticnel Council of Qhurches, De-
iy business firms whose employment practices are P T _ '

not pleasing to officials of the National Council."* @ :',,‘-'-'c.”:': Rights Act :‘, ;,?'m'f””': oo thie Re-

- . (7) Remarks of U. S. Representative Clare E. Hoffman (R, Mich.),
Church members céuld use this same weapon Conpressinadd Reverd (duify), March 3, 1960, p. 99934

of economic boycott. If your church supports the (8) The Escyclopodia Ameicons, 1961 Bdicion, Vobeme XIX.

12) Greek Archdiocese of North and Sowth Amevice

National Council, a portion of everything you » 79
give to your church goes to the Council. If all (9) The Triensicl Repows, 1960, of the Nations) Couscl of
.Church members who do not agree with policies Chwrches lists the followiag 33 “Mesber Communions.” en
of the National Council of Churches stopped page 261:
their church giving until their churches with- 1) Afrian Methodist Episcopsl Cherch
drew from the Council, the National Council of 2) African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
Churches would probably die very soon, from 3) American Baptist Comvention
lack of support. This can be done. In a small way, . 4) Americsn Evangelical Lutheran Church
it has already been started. s)mﬁuamm(ww
You who want to help should make maximum 6) Augustana Evangelical Luthersn Church
‘_ = effort to 8Ct COPiCS of this RCPO”, and simjlar . 7) Christisn Churches (Disciples of Christ)
K4 material, into the hands of church people through- - ” 'g) Guristian Methodist Episcopsl Church
= out the United States. 9) Church of the Beethren
FH S 10) The Evangrlical United Brethren Cherch
z?}f FOOTNOTES : 11) Five Years Meetiog of Priends

1) AP dispatch from Grand Rapids, Mich.. The Dallss Morsing ) .
‘)Nmmq‘l.lm.kxl,p.l 13) Hungarisn Reformed Church in Americs

(2) Press Relesse C69 GA, Nationsl Council of Charches, De- 14) The Methodist Church
cdm'l.l").‘pp. ',)mumaidh. .

N
A D0 Kok

WHO IS DAN SMOOT?

BominMismri.mredin‘l'ms.bunSmootmttoSMUinDalhs.mingBAmdMAde;mhl”lnd

1940. In 1941, he joined the faculty at Harvard ss a Tesching Fellow in English, doing graduate work for a doctorate
*  in American Civilization, .
In 1942, be left Harvard and joined the FBI. As an FBI Agent, he worked for three and & half on communist
investigations in the industrial Midwest; two years on FBI hesdquarters staff in Washington; slmost four yesrs
on general FBI cases in various parts of the nation. :
lnl”l.Sm»tmignedfmdnePBlmdhelpedmnFm?wummmwmmdelevmw
grams, Smoot spoke to a national sudience, giving borb sides of controversial issues.
- In July, 1959, he resigned and started his ¢ independent publishing and broadcasting business — s free-
' eumpme’ operation financed entirely pm,in from sales: ssles of The Dan Smoot Report, s weckly “‘mﬁ!;
ond sales of 8 weekly news-analysi ¢0 business firms, for use oo radio and television ss ea ising ve-
bmmw"m:hhmdgﬁginmbms&il}gmmmmmmhmhn-—d*
side that uses the American Coastitution as s yardstick. subscription;
are svailable for commercial sponsorship, snywhere in the United Scates. Coe

If you think Dan Smoot is providing effective tools for Americans fighting socialism and communisn, you can
belp immensely — by belping bi get more customers for his Repors and broadcasts. : :

* “Page 16 !
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16) Nations! Beptist Convention

")Www Inc.

u)mwwhvmmduuwm
of Friends

Ypiros

s

MRS VS e

" 19) Polish Nations! Catholic Cherch of Americs
20) Presbyterian Church in the United States

21) Protestant Episcopel Church

22) Reformed Church in"Americs
ag)mmwum

24) Ressisn Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America
zs)mmomaum
ﬁ)&mhb:yhpﬁnGmle

27) Syrisn Antiochisn Orthodox Church

28) Syrisn (Orthodos) Church of Astioch

29) Ukrainiaa Orthodox Church of Americs

30) United Church of Christ: Evangelical and Reformed
Church: Genersl Council of the Congregational Christisn

FILM. HENCE, WE HAVE 16
ALL SUBJECTS DISCUSSED
AVAILABLE TO

« and dragging our Republic into the qui
You can help educate and arouse the
When enough other Americans know

subscribe to the
Dan Smoot lm?
debaters, students,
Government, The

Report? Have sent them

lﬁov'e‘ you eve'rwm a Bound
writers? Have you
Hope Of The Weorld, America’s

THE DAN SMOOT TELEVISION
MM SOUND FILM RECORDINGS COVERING

IN THIS
THE PUBLIC. WRITE FOR FREE

Washington officialdom uses your taxes for Er:fnms that a: :uting mdo
socialism. t can you

je who elect men responsible for harmful programs
care as you do, political sction to restore our

3f The Dan Smoot Report was instrumental in bringing you

saving the country from mushrooming big government,
reprints of a particular issue of the Rczﬂ.’ Have you shown them a

resd and passed on t0

{ }
) 'nn( L‘»Mhm
‘u)u-lwm Church is e USA.
33) Unity of the Beetheren
(10) Remarks of U. $. Representstive Donsld L. Jackson (R.
%‘!{}. Coapressional Record (dally), April 20, 1960, pp.

M) lﬁwdlhwqwﬂwn&lﬂvnu
Us-Americen

Peace, House Commitiee on Activities, 1930,
p. 3 - o
A(:z)muthwwqmqa’bbm

United Sisses of Amevica, 8. Mask’s Episcopal Church, 908
Rutherford, Shreveport, Lowisians, May, 1961

m)mummnwmdwumm
Cosference, Depastment of State Publication 2349, Jume 26
1943, p. 264 '

(14) Triennial Repors, 1960, Nations! Council of Churches of

Christ in the United States of America, pp. 17. 2337

"A&lllod:dn«hlechnhNeﬂh&iﬁsh

Meldﬁm'hduﬁum&gcwwy.

December 6, 1963, 3 pp.

(9)

'BROADCASTS ARE PRODUCED ON

THE FILM IS NOW

REPORT.
FILM CATALOGUE.

WH#T YOU CAN DO

cu;z:hofmmdmpﬁon
¢ ie?

L.

of governmen
Republic will come.

mthepointofuki

e is s checklist for you:

Volume of The Dan Smoot
others any of the Dan Smoot

Promise?

Nams (Please Print)
STRRET ADDRESS
(Add 296 Sales Tax la Texms)

1) Subecription: 6 moaths —$§ 6.00
1 year ~—$10.00
1962 Bound Volume -~ $10.00
G 1963 Bound Volume - $10.00
g - The Invisible Government
s 3 —-— ’ m
s Clothback i —$ 500
T The Hope Of The World -—$§ 2.00
3 Awerice’s Promise -8 30
4 Pilm Casalogue « Free
= Reprint List - Froe

.
S

THE DAN SMOOT REPORT, BOX 9338, DALLAS, TEXAS 75214 TA

YLOR 1-2303

»
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pea AN | Goah?t
f; . Your letter of February 22nd has been received. —
i With respect to your inquiries, the FBI being
g an investigative agency of the Federal Governn:ent neither
B3 makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or
=i integrity of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore,
f I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to comment
e - along the lines you have suggested. You may be assured, however,
i that this Bureau has not investigated the National Council of

Churches. /

Mr. Dan Sm.oot was employed by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation as a Special Agent from March 33, 1942,
until June 15, 1851, when he voluntarily resigned. His personal
ventures and his opinions and comments are strictly his own and
this Bureau is unable to comment on these in any way whatsoever.

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of

interest.
Sincerely yours,
& Edgar Hoover
John Edgar Hoover
Director _
Eaclosures (4) y ) il
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Dear 'Blr:

.“ »
'3,’.“_ 6‘_4'* .

R

Any informetion you can give mc in recarc to the fol'owing )
wculd be greatly appreclated. S

»,

-~

Swice in tuhe last year & mun and his opinions have greatly
disturbed me.

Last summer my sixteen ye~r olé son won a trip to tie U, -
in conpetition eponsered vy the 0dd Fellows. “e recieved at
thet time anti-U.N. cards that were unslened and referred toh
the U.N. as the Liouse that iiiss bullt.Printed by Life 1line.

Tl.is ycar my husoband 18 & ccacon in our ckurch and the menbers

&re being aroused by a report azainrst the National Council
of Churches, ——————

> Gonw =

The man whose literature and ideas are belng advanced ls a
dr Dan Saoot of Dalles,Texas.

In his reports he identifys”himself with your organization

and uses you ss a character reference anc to establish his
love of country. '

Does this man just like f.o be important and cause a stir?

Is he honest in his bellpfs ona doinc what ke feels needs
to be done to help the U.S5.A.?

Is he working agalmst the U.S. and merely causing confusion
and destroying what he can?

I don't know the man or how to judge what Le says. Can you
help me?

8incerely,

- NO® RECORDRD
191 man @ 1964
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S Tole. Revn
1 FRO s .l‘. '. -c. sulliv‘n . SHolmes
1 RCH F AMERICA oy
: g’fz ‘s L.
4"' ' B Y 47 a‘\ '
, Attached is a letter dated February 25, 1964, which has . ¢*—

Just been received from the captioned individual in which he makes
Ireference to a news release of January 30, 1964, to the Associated
Press by the Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations of the Genmeral
Convent%ggy%éatgg Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA. This
Commiss that members of their study committee had met with
! & representative of the FBI and were not able to discover facts that

support charges of communist penetration of the National Council of
Churches,

The Bureau's attentioﬁ'hns heretofore been directed to this
news release as is reflected in my memorandum dated January 31, 1664,
which answered the Director's question in this connection. Attached

is a copy of this memorandum which adequately describes the circumstances
which were involved. -

3
"

MRV NI r o o TV
&t DN APt = At OPEOARS » 2 el
N A
... e . S YR
IR RIS TS S A O 59 avis . e BIT 738
"-’ ', 2 o mA %k |
; AN 7 R I R0 IV FOPREEY S of, B
o BRI v e D MRS, CRR N A VY B M, RPN
.

¥.
LQ
,. 1Y

REOOHIENBATION%cydgsd‘ e ‘iﬂ;?‘iﬁﬂﬁkiﬁi

Tdrt'llllll'latter Dot be acknowledged, WWMAR ©

T enCLON M 3L
| Baclosurl /;xzof

T,

-' { §

3.

-
LY

S R P

et

o
IR

&

1 - Mr, Mohr CA : - <

1k B van ,br 0

.- I“ %
JAS:3dd v 1ARAN
faprsaal 3

-3 tb:ai.

R

N
A

-




/ (am

3Mr. Coun

5; Xe. r }
‘ _3*-{ Mr, %
: 3% Alr. Gale
;'_J\": . nr{
& CHURCH LEAGUE OF AMERICA . :[¥
: gé S | 422 NORTH PROSPECT STREET wuu'rou. Mr. Trtt

? INECUTIVE SICRDYARY 8 - _ . § Tede. Roor

Mz "" s G

3% . 8 February 25, 1964 - o —

:“‘m": '.'.:: ~ % lonorable J . Edgar Hoover, Director - 'f‘
X Goetr € und Z Federal Bureau of Investigation TP
P~ Cdow M Diwem s U. S, Department of Justice Building RN\
Ve Poul Erslinger > Washington, D,.C, :
L . Segers Fellembes 3
5. Ars. Welter A Wttt j Dear Mr, Hoover: S-n
. Jomme E. Lyon . . T
s ‘e Bov. Comeron MacKensie -<’ There have recently come into this headquarters a \
 Sev. Views & Seon, OD. deluge of letters from every corner of the United {
o ) o . States, many from members of the Protestant-zpiscopal
ssdalone = Church, questionning a nevws release which was given )
Y. G J. Uihiein '&' out on January 30, 1964 to the Associated Press by By

G v Men 0 Wetedy ., & grOUD calling jtself the Joint Commission on Ecumenical |\

2% n K Dilen Wimnip Relations of the General ‘Convention of the Protostant- '

2 . Gloors Zieome Episcopal Church in the U,S.A, =

This commission’stated "the members of our study committee
met with personnel of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
but were not able to discover any fact or record that
uld support such charges", meaning charges that the
National Council of _Churches had been penetrated by

- . - e - S

communist influence orf propaganda,’

SMAL 7R W,

cmt ‘

Perhaps you will recall that the House Committee on Un-
American Activities conducted a full hearing for Secretary
of the Air Force, Dudley Sharp on February 25, 19860 in
relation to certain statements in the Regerve non-comiss:.on
officers training manual on Internal Security. :

:‘7;;" - At that time it was stated by the Chief Counsel of the

House Committee, Mr, Richard Arens, that a check of committe
sources and files showed that more than one hundred persons
. }i;ndlgadevship si:io?snié\matioml Co\;ncil of Churghes
s ad been associated w 8 e ses mnni.ng nto
C e *the thousands, ‘Jn Z %&n_}_yv

) QONDE® T :

“hen the House¢ Camittﬁd clnimuiazgms‘th

Congressman Fpancis e i.nvitcd leaders of the. Blation

2%  QOouncil of Churches- to appear und*p,oath Dbefore this' sane =
24 o committee, and deny the-eommItte documentation, these |

> ' leaders o} the National Councn of Chnrchu rcfund t9 {do to
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all that during your tes Bny before the Sub-
in 1961 you were asked the question by Congressman Elford Cederderg
of Michigan why the National Council of Churches and its leaders were
"so naive toward the threat posed by communism in this country,

- L

s

This question was followed by a detailed answer by yourself}ﬁéf
. : _ >

Although you did not mention the National Counéil of Churches spe-
cifically in your reply, the question was concerned, in the main,
with the Hational COunc{I of Churches, '

Over a period of years the Church Leaguec of America,its officers,
Board of Directors, and the countless thousands of members and sapHor:
we have throughout the United States in every branch of the Christian
faith, have whole-heartedly supported the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
and its Director. We have defended it from the public platforn, =ver
radio and television, and in debates with communists and comaunist
sympathizers throughout our country, We have avoided hysterical, urn-
supported, and undocumented charges or statements., ‘e have reproiuce:
the statements of the Direqtor and his testimony before the various
committees of the Congress, starting with his "Menace of Communisa"
given to the Ho;?e Committee-on Un-American Activities on March 26,

1947, . : e :
N &4" '
Je have written resolutions in the Illinois Department of the America:

Legion, in the Sons of the American Revolution and for other patriotic
groups in this country supporting the F.B.I.

| Consistently, we have toYd all of our audiences, orally and in print,

that the Federal Bureau of Investigation does not furnish evaluations
or comments on any organization-or individual., We have cited your ow:
letters to us, your statements to the Committees of the Congress, and
your statements to the press in this regard., ¥We have told them that
the F,B.I, can only gather data, process it, and send reports to the
Executive Agencies entitled to receive such information.

We cannot believe that the Joint Commission on Ecumenical Relations o
the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U,S.:
ould be given evaluations or comments on the National Council of
hurches by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, from personnel which
re not identified in the press dispatches, Thia, of course, would b«
n violation of the rules governing the conduct of the Bureau as stat:
by yourself time and time again, . ‘

In order to answer the many hundreds of letters which have come into
this headquarters from concerned Episcopalians and members of otrer
branches of the Christian éhurch, we would appreciate a statement of
clarification in regard to the meeting of the Joint Commission on

. -JEcumenical Relations of the General Convention ‘of the Protestant Episc

Church in the U,S.A., with "personnel of the Federal Bureau of In- -,
vestigation,” ags T oW oa A

T

Very sincoﬁilyjiburs.
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I have received the letter of February 21st from ' W\

you and your husband, and want to thank you for the kind sentiments C e

° you expressed. : (\

Q

With respect to yo;x'r inquiries, the 1I'BI belng an N
investigative agency of the Yederal Government neither makes L
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity L5 W

of any organization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust A\

you will understand why I am not in a position to comment along
the lines you have suggested. ; You may be assured, however, that
this Bureau has not investigated the National Councll of Churches.

: Mr. Dan fmoot was a Special Agent of the FBI {rom
- March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1851, when he woluntarily submitted
his realgnauon. His personal ventures and his opinions and comments g,"
are strictly his own and this Bureau is unable to commcntuthen?, 3
in any way whatsoever. - 4 % 4

xmmxomaommmmuopumuotu‘b&t. @
Eincerely yours,

ORIGINAL FILZD I3

$J
N
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Enclosures:

4-17-62 LEB Intro

3%-1-61 LEB Intro

Let's Fight Communism Sanely!
Faith in Freedom

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The National
Council of Churches has not been investigated by this Bureau,
however, we have kept abreast the efforts of the Communist Party
to infiltrate this organization. Dan Smoot, former Special Agent,
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Déar Sir.

i
T4y “x',

. r years we have been concerned about the

Council is forever giving to promote liberal and socialistic
We utterly dis approve of most of the stands they take.
We are educated people who read much and

those who fear its activities. , i

questionable activity of this group given more exposure.
/

us the man is a liar and a fake. We would not take any

full of hate for conservatives as they sayconservatives are

Fri. Feb. 31-1964 =%’

activities of the’National Council of Churches. At frequent lntervais,
we read in our newspaper of the support and lobbying that National

plans.

diversely,

and not uninformed fanatics, as National Council chooses to call all

We have read Carl McIntire's publications and find no
reason to disbelieve them - his writings are completely documented.
If this man is a lying ""hate monger", as liberal ministers love to say,
will you please let us know. If his facts are facts, why is not the

Iam encldsing a paper by Dan Smoot. We have no

reason to disbelieve such documented evideme, unless you can tell
ral minister's

word, because they are as fanatic in defense of this Council, and as

for them.

. Frankly, in this day of political black mail, immorality,
deceit and "peace at any price," we are disillusioned and fearful. We
are convinced the liberal policies of the past three years have hurled -
us down the road to disaster, and wonder if there id enough real courage

fear a worse turn to the "left", if you should no longer k

You are one of the few go’vernmenfwmﬁ ’
we expect an honest and straight forward answer. We wo! eclate
a considered reply. ’ : , - .

We pray for your continued good health,u

163

/ -
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left, to shout a warning loud enough to save us. /0.~ 9 . le7_
: =7
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I have received your letter of February 31st and want
to thank you for your expression-of confidence in me. It is hoped
that my future endeavors will continue to merit your support and

- With respect to your inquiries, the FBI being an
investigative agency of the Federal Government neither makes
evaluations nor draws conclasions as to the character or integrity of

- . . anyorganization, publication or individual. Therefore, I trust you
. will understand I am not in a position to comment along the lines you
have suggested. You may be assured, however, that this Burean hu
* not investigated the National Council of Churches.

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest
to you. ‘ . .

| ~ Sincerely yours, :_:'  IR
FER 2 61964 ! LEechome TP

Sy o
. »E—"-’nnlunra (4)  Let's Fight Conmiinuniism Sanely! (Reprinted from "Christian
. cmu . ~Herald, " January, 1962), April, 1961, LEB, April 17, 1062, Internal
ceeei.— Security and "Faith in God--Our. Answer To Oommnnlsm" (Reprintad trom .
3 Seet ——  June, 1861, "Crusader,")'"? DKE.:s: S .
R I NOTE Oorr )gentisnotidenﬁﬂlblein Bumes P BRI

?:@\w 50 o
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- “February 21, 1

Kr. J; Birzr Hoover, Director
Federal Burezu of Investigation
Wsshington, D. C.

Dear ¥r. Hoover: - T:fiics
Remember the child "Virginia" who wrote to the New York Times, askiny
thew if thiere really was a Santa Claus? She g21d she was wrlting to

then because ner Deddy told her thet if the Tames sald taere was &
Sant> Claus, then she could belleve 1it, : )

R b AT
U o

#Mr Hoover, that is just the way I feel cbout you and tie FBI. You
are the one person I trust explicitly and if you answer the questions
that ere worrying me (and they are Just as real snd importent to me
a5 Virginia's quesction) then I cam belleve it! o

Our wl.ole church has becn split apert by the influence of liberzl-
soclalist-comnunist ideas (it appears to be a combination of all
three melded tosether) coxinc through our church litereturc, pro-
grans, study-courses, suggestions and outlines. Our church lezders
1:rd “o cover over -ny criticisms with the ")iber-1" lcbel, ex-
ploining tuct it is & choncing world znd a chinzinc plcnet, &rl ide v
change 2nd we sust srow with them (someti._es this even includes -
chan_in; our cinds cbovt what the 3ible really me=ne, or what

PR Rk M

Ny ::'_ in
LR Vg S RPN

Snrist
- reclly taucht, or even atout the importance of these thinrs =t a2ll.)
: They seem to h~ve put all of the -emphasis in our church school -
liter:ture, <egf8zines anl study éourses on "socivl concerns", “nd
gur gblisatlons as Carictiins to ectively concera ourselves in ‘th

ield. d . : T '

Al

' Q}.-.‘ Do Moy

b4

I'm sure rou k~ve been awzre of the criticism heaped ‘upon the
Vs 2% +4on-1 Council of Churches. Th: Hethodist Church, ol which I-;
s mermber, -nd +ha Lationcl Council, ere closely rel~ted ‘@nd inter-
relcted, We cre supplied with & erent desl of:1iter-ture shrovgh
the Extionul Council, snd the kEe*hodist Church is the largest de-
"pomin.tion in the organizationm, representing ebout ten milllon v -
peopla. I could not possibly go into detail abdbout all -of the state-
wents, vronouncescnts, ond suggestions that have eéninated from: the
%:tlonzl Council, or even, indeed, from bz licthodist -Chure ‘that
have cruscd this upheaval, not only: in E3shville churche 2).
.denoninations) tut churches all uround ths.
“rlarine consistency continues: to stsnd -ou
~:1bq:91qcoc1a11spfqommunis Btand ;" hovweve

. -gj’“

.oy
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“Respcetful

Our contention’z that the church does ! need to take a stand at
211 on these issues, but if they think they must, chould they tell
Their people how they should thini, urging them to write Congress
or to ‘prescure vcrious other groups to get thece things enacted ?
S s e ~

Do you feel the idea of communist influence in thg;latipnaljnbnncll
of Churches is far-fetched, imposcible, unlikely, ridiculous, or

at all possible or prodbable? I do not mean necessarily actual ™
members of the Communist party, but at least sy .r~thizers who might

be ccusing -reat influence upon other wncuspebting .cubers of the
orgenization, . . :

Do you believe thut there is a possibility of stroné influence 1in

the theolo~ic:rl schools, changing the whole concept of Christianity
in a tudbtle, clever way? '

Do you believe th-t tny orgenization such £s the National Council of
Churcles shonld set themselves up as authorities to decide the
Christian ~uswer to all of these econonic and social concerns?

Do you feel = church member is disloyal to his church if he demands
tnswers to things eslready rentioned, or should he continue to accept
the answers of thc church officials,. even thourh he cannot in alY
honesty believe they are right. One can leave the church (and many
huve) but it would not eliminate the rroblem, only evade it,

I realizc these ~uestions would be difficult for you to nnswer in

. frork wcr,  You pProtatly won't even ansuer thzi ut 2ll. I'a sure
in your vzot, efficient preznizztion you are cware of = lot mpore th=n
we reclizc., Put I beg you to helr us if you ¢-n, in any way, to

come up wlih some -nsuers to these questions,

iiony churches in E2_hville have formed comritteces to study the
Nztiorel Council of Churches of Christ in Anerica, ahd their ine-
fluencc on the churches, Many will pProb:bly der~nd withdrawel (How-
ever, thzt it easier said than done, since individual churches do

not bclon~, memberc being denoxninations), I en 3 4 commitic
2t present, eppointed by the Boerd Cheiruan, from“:&ethodi'
Churcl:, to ustudy the Eationsl Courcil. I do not LY Juzt our
recou:iendi:tion to t-e Boxrd will be. ¥e oxe searchin: for answers.
They cre not cusy to find., We are elno gearchirg our heart:s beczuse

we love our church and our country. ¥We have no €011 in nind except
to help both,

1f you tell me we hove nolhinc to fear, I will believe you. I pray
for your prompt asncver, : . : o




